Ombudsman calls for ratification of United Nations Convention Against Corruption

O-Plan Red Plate
Charges 60 Gov't.
Officials & Employees

By Charina A. Mendoza

TIME TO SPILL THE BEANS.
September 4, 2006 proved to be a
red-letter day for the Office of the
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Ombudsman suspends Pasay City

Task Force:
lllegal
“HATAK”

By Maria Flor R. Dacanay-Sibayan

ON JUNE 5, 2006the Honorable
Ombudsman Ma. Merceditas N.
Gutierrez, issued Office Order No.
56, creatingTask Force lllegal
"Hatak", to answer the various com
plaints received by the Office re-

garding illegal towing of vehicles. pyUBLIC ASSISTANCE

The T"?‘Sk FQrce was mandated 10 Ombudsman Ma. Merceditas N. Gutierrez listens to one of the walk-in requesters seeking assis-
investigate into the alleged illegal tance during the launching of the program“  Meet with the Ombudsman” . Assisting the Ombudsman
practices of towing operation in- are Overall Deputy Ombudsman Orlando C. Casimiro, Acting Assistant Ombudsman Evelyn A. Baliton

cluding the abuses committed by (right) and PAB Director Marlyn T . Galvez (left).

the people qf towing companies and “ . ,

employees in the government Meet with the OmbudsmanLaunched
The Task Force is headed by

Director Rudiger GFalcis Il of the 1o |NCREASEthe awareness of  ByMariaLuisa V. Velasquez
Public Assistance and Communitype public on the role of the Office

Tuburan Official
sentenced to
ten years for graft

OMB HOTLINES:
9262 (8¢5
920-3783

Officials

By Anna Maria Soriano-Sanchez

THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDS-
MAN HAS PLACED PASA
CITY MAYOR WENCESLAO
TRINIDAD, VICE MAYORANTO-
NIO CALIXTOAND TEN OTHERS
UNDERA SIX-MONTH PREVEN-
TIVE SUSPENSION FOR ENTER-
ING INTOALLEGEDLY ANOMA-
LOUS GARBAGE COLLECTION
AND DISPOSAL CONTRACTS
WORTH P464.6M FORTHE
YEARS 2004AND 2005.

Aside from Trinidad and
Calixto, also placed under preven-
tive suspension were Councilors
RichardAdvincula, Lexter Ibay
JoseAntonio Roxas, MaAntonia
Cuneta, Noel BayonArnel Regino
Arceo, Editha/emel de Dios, Marie
Irish Pineda, Generoso Cuneta and
Greg Paol@lcera.

The Order was issued based
on the complaint filed by Ryy.

ing of the program, an indicationChairman Juanito Delmedo.
that the public really need an office

Based on the records of the
Sangguniang

Coordination Bureau fCCB) - Of- i rendering public assistance, thewill personally attend to the re-that could immediately act on theircase, the
fice of the Deputy Ombudsman forprogram “Meet with the Ombuds-quests for assistance/grievancesoncerns. The following are somé>anglungsod of Pasay on Febru-
the Military and Other Law Enforce- man”, was launched ohugust 22, and other concerns of the publicof the requests/grievances raise@y 6, 2004, passed Resolution No.
ment Offices (MOLEO) as Chairman.2006 at the Publidssistance Bu- Assisting her are the officials of theto the Ombudsman: (1) Miovito 1945 Series of 2004 “declaring as

Immediately after its creation, reau (AB) Conference Room, Of- Office and other government agenReyes’ request for the Office to divoid the contracts for services
theTask Force requested the locafice of the Ombudsman. Every thirdcies/offices. rect the Quezon City Governmenwhich were bidded out and awarded
governments Friday of the month from 9:00a.m.  Expectedly requests/griev- to implement an Obudsman before the approval of the 2004

HATAK P/3 to 12:00 noon, the Ombudsmarances poured in during the launch- MEET P/7 PASAY P/7

Casimiro appointed as the new Overall Deputy Ombudsman Two faces of corruption:

Corrupt systems and corrupt individuals
By Belle M. Quijano

By Anna Maria S. Sanchez

ONAUGUST19, 2006Malacanang
ended the uncertainty besetting the
Office of the Ombudsman on who
will be appointed Overall Deputy
Ombudsman (ODO).

“BRINGING the Office of the Om- reforms-basedorruption preven-
budsman Closer to the People” igion programs.

exactly the intention of the anti-graft ~ An added impact to the occa-
office when its regional office in sion was the Publi&ccountability

lloilo City was inaugurated ofiu-

Forum, which was conducted in the

Appointed to the position was
Orlando C. Casimiro, the Officer-in-
Charge of the same Office for five
months and the Deputy Ombuds
man for the Military and Other Law

gust 17, 2006. The new office is lo-afternon of the same dahe Hon-
cated at the CAP Building, Generaprable Ombudsman Gutierrez re-
Luna Sreet, lloilo City The Honor minded the 350 participants, com-
able Ombudsman Ma. Merceditag’0sed of the civil societparangay
Navarro-Gutierrez was the Guest offficials and members of the PNP

Enforcement Offices (MOLEO).

He was sworn to Office as the
new ODO onAug. 23, 2006 by
Court ofAppeals Presiding Justice
RubenT. Reyes.

Honor during the special occasion©f the significant roles they play in

The regional office was officially the community in the exericse of

opened with the blessing and rib900d governance and public ac-

bon cutting ceremony right aftergountab|l|ty in their respective of-
: _ 4 § 4 | R the Eucharistic Celebration offici- I€€S- OIC-Deputy Ombudsmafir-

In his speech during the FIagORLANDO C. CASIMIRO  takes oath as the new Overall Deputy ated by Monsignor Meliton Oso 9/Nia P Santiago conducted the lec-

Raising Ceremony at the Offlf:e_Omebudsman before Court of Appeals Presiding Justice Ruben T. and the Socidction Priests-Direc- :juartee?r;n-:—jhgitgdm:gizrra;ltﬂ;?c;ns
the Ombudsman, ODO Casimirogeyes tors of PanayNegros Occidental,

urged his co-workers to work to- o _ _ _ _ lloilo City, Romblon and Dumaguete 't May enrich the understanding
gether and be united as one to en-  ODO Casimiro's rise to his designated  ioncurrent capac- city ombudsman Gutierrez, in herOf the participants about public ac-
sure the success of all the programgresent position did not happerity as Acting Assistant Ombuds- short message during the openin%oumab"'tym government service.
initiated by Ombudsman Ma. overnight. He first entered the Of-man  for the newly-created Factprogram, cited two faces of corrup—. the other hand, MrJoseph
Merceditas N. Gutierrez. fice of the Ombudsman as Graft InFinding Intelligence and Researchion, which she would like to be- <° d0Va an active member of the
He said, "we have only onevestigation Officer (GIO) Il in 1991, Office (FIRO) fromAug. 1,1999 - jieve are of equal importance. Thes Peoples Graftwatch, handled the

leader Ombudsman Gutierre&nd ~ after engaging in private practiceNov. 30, 1999. fecture on “The Procurement Law"

¢ : ¢ ! : ) _are corruption caused by corrup P )
so we have to support her and alimmediately after passing the barin  Owing to his hardwork and in- systems and corruption caused bgﬁ d“;ﬁf;%iﬁgﬁg?ﬁ?ﬁ?g gift;m
her activities." y

1978. While serving as GIO I, hetegrity, he was promoted as thecorrupt individuals. Furthershe the afternoon of her arrival dku-
He also took the opportunity was cited as Outstanding Employe®eputy Ombudsman (DO) for jnformed those present that the Of.gust 16. 2006. a conference with the
to thank all those who supportedor his exemplary performance. =~ MOLEO on Jan. 3, 2000. fice of the Ombudsman has bee’bartner’s of th’e office in the imple-
him as he climbed up the career lad-  OnJan.17,1994,0DO Casimiro, At present, ODO Casimiropassionate in addressing the Promentation of its various corruption-
der and extended a reconciliatoryor OCC to manywas promoted as serves in concurrent capacity agem. The Office has implemented thfbrevention programs and in fact-
hand to those who were doubtfulDirector for the Preliminarynves- OIC-DO for MOLEO pending the |ntegrity Development Review finding, as well asin the prosecu-
of his capability to perform astigation andAdministrativeAdju- appointment of the new DO for (IDR) to tackle the problem of cor- tion of cases in courts, was sched-
ODO. "Sa mga sumuporta sa akingdication Bureau (PIAAB), Om- MOLEO. rupt systems in government officesuled. Among those present during
maraming salamat. Sa mga hindi, lebudsman for the  Military They say behind every man'sThe project is expected to ulti-the conference were officers and
us work together to attain the ob-Affairs now MOLEO. While serv- success is awoman. In the case ofately ensure the institutionaliza-members of the PeopéeGraftwatch
jectives of this office." ing as PIAABDirector, he was NEW ODO P/7  tion and refinement of systems OMB-VIS P/5
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SECTION 4(A)Commiment spend P41.8M for tagging Bl . According to the operational areas over a
to Public Interest) of the 25,000 tunas and for recov- al I le It a contracts “Terms of Refer two-year period, with re-
Norms of Conduct of Public ering at least 3,000 tags when ence”, PTRE methodology |eases spread as widely
Officials and Employees tagging 13,000 tunas and re- T should include a “tagging throughout the calendar
states, “Public officials and covering the same number of n u n a operation” which consist of year as weather and fishing
employees shall always up-tags for lower cost, of course, O capturing tunas of various ¢ongitions allowas follows:
hold the public interest over would be sufficient? species by live bait using gy 5ea-10,000;
and above personal inter- Is the expenditure eco- pole-and-line fishing vessel, ;o Gy f/celebes  Sea-
est.” All government re- nomically sound? By Nida Aveno-Gruta applying the individually 10,000; Philippine Sea-

numbered yellow polyure-

sources and powers of their 2. Why did the Depart- thane dart tags to the fish,
However no pole and

respective offices must bement ofAgriculture enter into specificTerms of Reference 1992 to 1993. The “Contract . .
. ) . : . recording of various data on . !
employed and used effi-a contract costing a heftyand a provision for suspen-for Consulting Services forthe tunas and of the subseline Indonesian vessel was
ciently, effectively, honestly P41.8M simply to provide sion of paymentin a contractthe Conduct of Philippinequent release of the tuna<£Ver chartered for the project.
and economicallyparticu- ESTIMATES of population when the terms are violated, Tuna Research Project” was), .k into the watefThereaf- 1he amount of FORY-ONE
larly to avoid wastage in pub- parameters for skip jack andif the whole contract amount entered into between the DAier the PTRRshall establish MILLION EIGHT HUNDRED
lic funds and revenues. yellow fin tuna and to ESTI- would be released despiteand Pacific Rim Innovation 5 tag recovery system and"ORTY THOUSAND SIX
Please give particular at-MATE relationships betweenglaring violations of the and Management EXpo-then analyze the tags subseHlUNDRED FOR'Y FIVE PE-
tention to the words EFFI- tuna stocks in the PhilippinesTerms of Reference? nents, Inc. (PRIMEX for quently recovered. SOS (Php 41,840,645.00) was
CIENTLY, EFFECTIVEL, and those in the Southeast If this is not a dishonest brevity) in November 1991. An international organi- paid to PRIMEX by progres-
HONESTLY and ECONOMI-  Asia andWestern Pacific?  act, what is it? So this is another tunazation called The South Pa-sive billings (installments) as
CALLY, and use these as Is the contract for ob- 5. Finally, after obtain- research project, the BR cific Commission (“SPC”for shown in the following
norms for critically analyzing taining the ESTIMAES an ing unreliable and inaccuratehaving started a Landedbrevity), which conducted schedule: April 1992-
the actions of governmenteconomical and effective un-research data from a Catch and Effort Monitoring tuna tagging operationspg 276,096.75; June 1992-
officers in allowing the re- dertaking considering the consultancy firm at a cost of project on tuna and tuna-likearound the pacific was p3 138 048.37; July 1992-
lease of P41,840,645.00 to aamount involved? P41.8M, why enter into an- species earlieiAn extensive tapped by PRIMEX in the P2,510,438.6%ugust 1992-
private entity as paymentfor 3. Why did BRAR allow other P2M project contract tuna tagging program calleg@ctual conduct of tuna re-p; 555 219.35: November
tuna research project, the rethe release of funds amountwith the same firm to continue the Philippine Tuna Researct€a7ch project. 1992-P7,531,316.10; May
sult of which turned out to ing to millions of pesos for the research study? Project (“PTRP” for brevity) PRIME.X listed two (2) 1993-P7,531,316.10; Decem-
be unreliable and inaccurate activities to be undertaken By now, you may have was designed to provide es}l)odle anq “?e t\)/ess:[(_al_ls f(;o_mber 1993-P5,962,291.91; De-
Why do government for eleven (11) months whenan idea about what this hightimates of their yield, turn- tﬂngrt]gslgail’ngoopgr:tiuﬁ:Wiltr;]Cember 1993-P2,301,235.48;
men and women do thethe same activities could beprofile case is aboutyes, it over and harvest ration inthe following parameters: August 1994-P2,284,064.50;
things they do?Too vague completed in three (3)involves tuna research fisheries, to estimate relation- A total of about 25 0'00 September 1994-P313,804.84.
a question to merit an an-months. project at a cost of P41.8 Mil- ships between stocks eXs; s (yellowfin and s'kip- The Bureau of Fisheries
swer? Try the following: Talk about diciency and  lion, undertaken by the De- ploited in the Philippine wa- jack combined, with a mini- and Aquatic Resources
1. Why did Bureau of economical spending! partment ofAgriculture thru  ters and adjacent areas anghym of 5,000 of the former(BFAR), through which the
Fisheries andiquatic Re- 4. Why did the Depart- the Bureau of Fisheries andto describe the movementspecies) shall be tagged and®A implemented the PTRP
sources (BAR) oficers mentofAgriculture include Aquatic Resources (BfR)in  patterns of these tunas.  released throughout three TUNA P/7

Ombudsman calls for ratification of United Nations Convention Against Corruption

By Rafael “Ritchie” Hipolito

5,000.

A ] ] OMBUDSMAN Merceditas ernments  badly need  To widen awareness on
WELCOME \l ‘\ ’ ye N. Gutierrez asked the Sentesources to reconstruct andhe UNCAC, the Office of the

MR DIMITRI VLASSIS

LPARTICRA | _ o : ate to ratify the United Na- rehabilitate their societies,” Ombudsman, in partnership

INORS TRAINU

tions ConventiorAgainst She said. _ with the Transparency and
Corruption (UNCAC) during Ombudsman Gutierrez Accountability Network, the
a Senate forum lagtugust 2SO Urged Congress to pasgenate Economic and Plan-
30, 2006. a number of laws that WOUldning Office and UNDP-Phil-

: cover mutual legal assistance,, i
“While many of the as- anti-gorruption Sppines conducted a forum at
pects of the UNCAC are al-\histleblowets protection’ the Senate and a two-day

ready covered by domesticcriminalization of bribery in trainerstraining on UNCAC
legislation, particularly the the private sectoramend- with Mr. Vlassis as resource
Revised Penal Code and aments to theAnti-Money SPeakerheld at UmNational
number of special anti-cor- LaunderingAct and the 1977 College of Publi&\dministra-

— — - ~ L

Graft Investigation Officer Ferdie M. Mendoza from the Office of the Ombudsman ruption laws, including anti- Philippine Extradition Law to tion and Governance. CIc_>s_e
presents the highlights of the assessments and recommendations regarding UNCAC money laundering, still the be able to benefit from the© a hundred guests from civil
provisions on criminalization during a two-day trainer’s training on UNCAC held at the Convention introduces a Convention and fully imple- SOCiety business and various

UP National College of Public Administration. comprehensive set of stanmentit. government offices repre-

dards, measures and rules  Dimitri Vlassis, Crime senting the executive, legis-
Convention Section head afative and judicial branches

TU b U ran Ofﬁ Cial Se nte n Ced ma;rzlérc?gr;[trggﬁgctﬂgna?#grthe United Nations Office on participated in the forum and

legal and regulatory regimesDruQs and Crime based intraining.

tO ten (10) yearS fOI' graft to fight corruption. It calls ~uStria said the UNCAC will The UNCAC has 140

for preventive measures aanelp the Philippines preventsignatories, 60 of which have

S nd combat corruption morealready ratified the Conven-
the criminalization of the

By Virginia Palanca-Santiago ool el
, effectively and diciently. It i
THE OFFICE of the Om P1,719.80 salary at the CapiJudge Econg ruled that re-most prevalent forms of cor-,ou1d foyster internat)i/onal g?rrllj'cLhr(ZgNnc;f\ncelr;ﬁsp?g?:—

budsman-Vsayas filed a tol where he worked as la-fund of the amount subject ruption in both public and : ol NS
case forviolation of Sec. 3 borer prior to his appoint- of the prosecution is not oneprivate sectorsAnd it makes gggi?s?z;ﬁggndL?rri]r?gt?gs]re"tc?elg\r/%nﬂ;vssgr:?;genrr:énnihziﬁisﬂ
(2) (t)fGRAft:sOégC,:aS ar?gndedment as MPDC ) of .those enumerate.d undera maj()r breakthrough by re-covery while promoting in- national COOperation’ asset
'Eicgsl-ﬁ\c'[)aa;z;]inst(lz/rlw/?cer{gc- o I\/I”r Bor(;nzri]admnted ]Ehat Article 89 of the Revised Pe- quiring Member States to re-tegrity, accountability and recovery technical assis-
Bornia. Municinal Planning 1e.coiected the money fromnal Code which would totally 1 assets obtained througproper management of pubs ~cone o2 o o
ornia, Municipal Flanning the Cebu Provincial Capitol extinguish criminal liability corruption to the country lic affairs and propertyhe _ ) g
and Development Coordina- byt defended that it was notArticle 89 of the Revised Pe- from which they were stolen. added. Vlassis urged th and implementation.  Om-

tor, Municipality of Tuburan, - gone in bad faith because heval Code was applied in o0 orovisions - the first Senate committee on foreigebudsman Gutierrez articu-

Province of Cebu, for collect- ; : . . o : nIated during the UNCAC
ing two sets of salaries some thought that it was just a sal-suppletory character to RA gt e kind - introduce a new affairs to expedite its delib- 9

g “ary differential out of his pre- 3019 of which the accused L eration on the Convention ago€nate forum that the
tlme'{/rllr.1989cz)1énia was found Vious workAccused further stands charged as providecgJ Sngi?;?;%g?mges’t?osr%ﬂthe country only has up to>€nates ratification of the
collecting his salary as la- averred that he already re-for underArticle 10. . cooperation between State%\lov' 10 to ratify the Conven- UNCAC by November this
borer of the Cebu Provincial funded the amount he re- 'For being found guilty . Fevent detect. and refur ion because a meeting beyear would be in keeping with
Capitol even if he was alreadype'VEd from the Cebu Prov- of violating Sec. 3 (e) of R.A. " P s of | ‘ r'tV\_/een the signatory stateghe status of the Philippines
receiving his salary as Mu- INc€ after knowing that a 3019, as amended, NBornia Ce P“;C?f? 'SI 0 _ﬁ(_)”ful? 10N \will be held in December ~ as a Pioneer-member State
nicipal Planning and Devel- c0mplaint - was lodged was sentenced to imprison- ~orrupt omficials will In tuture The Senate committeeand an ardent supporter of
opment Coordinator (MPDC) against him at the Office of ment for a term of six (6) yearsf'r.‘d_ fevx./erway.s t_O h|dethe|r on foreign relations cha|redt_he ideals of the United Na-
of the Municipality of the Ombudsmani¥ayas.  and one (1) month as mini-illicitgains. Thisisa particu- by Sen. Miriam Defensor-tions.

Tuburan. IrAugust of 1994, Judge Geraldine Faith mumtoten (10) years as maxifarly importantissue for many Santiago conducted its first ~ An international treaty
Mr. Bornia received Econg of the Regional Trial mum. In addition thereto, ac- developing countries, wherepublic hearing on the on private and public corrup-
P14,245.73 as salary for hisCourt, Branch 09, Cebu City cused is perpetually dis-corrupt high officials have UNCAC on June 2, 2005. tion, the UNCAC aims to en-
work in Tuburan but, at the found Mr. Vicente Bornia qualified from holding pub- plundered the national Since then no further actionsyre that there will be no safe
same time, he also detted  guilty of the crime charged. lic office. wealth, and where new gov-has been taken. haven for corruptors.
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HATAK

from page 1

of Metro Manila, particularly the tor's Office of the City of Manila, forcement Unit, or the MMDA. Fol
priority target areas: Makati City headed by MrGaudencio Nable, [ow ups are made until the con
Manila, Quezon CityPasay City ordered Col. DanilcAbarsoza, plaints and assistance/queries hg
and the Municipalities of Navotas Officer-In-Charge of the Manila peen resolved and acted/answer
and Malabon, to submit their City/Police District to conduct operayegpectively
Municipal Towing Ordinances and tions on illegal towing activities On cases where towing inc
the lists of their accre-dited towing within the City dents are made by unaccredit
companies with their respectiveim- ~ The Task Force is now study-towing companies, thEask Force
pounding areas. ing and reviewing the different city
Teams were sent to talk to theand municipal towing ordinances t
Local Traffic Enforcement Units of come up with a proposal of more €3¢ illegality of their operation, an
Quezon CityManila, Makati City sonable standards as basis for tr]%quest them to immediateiy ]
and the Philippine Por#suthority  possible amendment of the Metr - -
: i : ease the towed vehicles witho
relative to the towing operations Manila localities' towing guidelines. collecting anv f
being implemented within their re- TheTask Force had also estab- 9 _y ges. ) .
In coordination with the Crimi-

spective areas. The impounding artished its hotline numbgr9261590, | I q :
eas of the PR South Harbor and and its  e-mail address,na Investigation and Detectio

the City of Manila were also vis- jhatak101@yahoo.comwhere any- Group, Southern Police Distric
ited. one can call to report complaints Oﬂ_\rough P/Supt. M|cthmos |
The Task Force discovered ask assistance/queries concernirfgllat: €ntrapment operations of |
that Quezon City did not accreditillegal towing. This is aside from thel€gal towing incidents particularl
nor authorize any towing com-ysual written complaints, assisin the areas of Makati, Pasand
pany to render towing servicestance/queries that can be sent. Taguig, were made possible.
within the City since the latter has Upon receipt of complaints and The Task Force has adopte
its own towtrucks. The sameassistance/queries from illegal towthe slogan: “Saramang Hila,
practice is being observed by theng victims, Task Force immediately WalangAbala, Lahat ay Masaya
City of Manila. acts on them by referring the samé@with CorrectTowing, No Hassles
Recentlythe CityAdministra-  to the concerned Local Traffic En- Everybody Happy).

%he concerned companies, citi

Ombudsman Gutierrez approves T ask
Force SAP AK recommendation, suspends
3 Public High School Princip  als

By Anna Maria S. Sanchez

OMBUDSMAN Ma. Merceditas N.
Gutierrez placed under preventiv@r
suspension three  Public  High s
o ; &
School Principals for various of-|
fenses following the recommen-
dations made byTask Force

nd

' DepED
W3
[

Laban sa Katiwalian para s
Kabataan).

During a press conference,
Task Force SARK Chair Asst.
Ombudsman Mark E. Jalandoni

named the principals as.[BEleanor -

F. Abisado of theTaguig National TASK FORCE SAPAK  Chaired by Assistant Ombudsman Mark E.

High School; DrHelen BAggabao Jalandoni with members (from left) Atty. Maria Theresa L. Rafols, Di-

of the Olongapo City National High rector Marifi P. Chua and Atty. Mary Antonette P. Yalad during a press
conference.

School and Diirginia F Bermudez
of the RamonAvancena High
School. strike to oust Abisado. This havng participated in the SE/
Abisado was charged with promptedTask Force SA®RK to Games activity using forged si
Unauthorized Collection of Fees,conduct a fact-finding investiga-natures and names appearing in
GraveAbuse ofAuthority, Grave tion on the case. payroll that received the allowancg
Misconduct, Oppression and Dis- Meantime, Aggabao was butwere not enrolled in the schog
honesty;Aggabao withviolations found to have collected mandatory ~ Task Force SARK was
of RA 3019 (Anti-Graft and Cor- school fees or contributions with-launched last May 29, 2006 by vi
rupt Practicesct), RA6713 (Code out official receipts during enrol- tué of a Memorandum dfgree-
of Conduct and Ethical Standardsment and rental, electric and watef'€nt signed between Ombudsm
for Public Officials and Employees), bills from several canteen stall ownCutierrez and the Department
Art. 213 (lllegal Exactions) anétt.  ers inside the school premisesEducation (DepEd) Officer-In
171 (Falsification) of the Revised charged students for the use ofharge Fe Hidalgo. _ -
Penal Code (RPC), and COA Rulesomputers donated to the school; Ombudsman Gutierrez |n|t||'ate
and Regulations; and Bermudezand established a preparatorgWe program o ensure that “ch
with Dishonesty Grave Miscon- school within the school premises[.ren are accorded the best edu
ion that the government can pr

duct, Falsification of Public Docu- where she charged each studen
vide and are spared from the cla

ments, Conduct Prejudicial to theabout P6,000 in tuition. of graft and corruption®,

Best Interest of the Service andvio- The complaint against : ;
lation of RA 3019. Bermudez stems from alleged irregu ¢ 7;oc%ﬁ%,lzlitir?tzsirrlilcjtlj\i/r?g taht(;)st
Based on recordg\bisado al- larities in the disbursement of theiraq over various television an
legedly "took advantage of her stintP96,600 fund granted by the Maiadio stations and published
as principal to facilitate the collec- nila government to cover for thenewspapers; and received throu
tion of unauthorized fees from stu-transportation and meal allowancegs hotlines 920-1337: 9262-66
dents for the sole purpose of enof student participants in the openang 920-3783fext 0902-7SARK:
riching herself". ing and closing of the 2005 SEAand email addres
Aside from this, she allegedly GAMES. SAPAK@Ombudsman.goph.
certified a Senior Bookkeeper and In the complaint filed by the Of the said numberl2 have
two Utility Workers as teaching RamonAvancena High School Fac-been closed and terminated: 34 ¢
personnel for them to get honorariaylty Club, it was alleged that thereundergoing fact-finding investiga
Faculty members of tHeaguig  were students who allegedly retion and 28 are under prelimina
National High School had staged aeived said allowances withoutnvestigation.
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RAS CORNER

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Goodbye Saudi, Welcome Home, Coral!

n
ave

eE/IS. CLEOFE REGALAof Bagong Barrio, Caloocan City sought the help

. of the Publi®Assistance BureaufiB), Office of the Ombudsman, for the

I'repatriation of her sistg€ora, a domestic helper in Damman, SAualbia.

ed Cleofe, in her letter of January 09, 2006 narrated to us that Cora lef
the country in September 2005&fter more than a month, she called up to

By Lirio E. de Leon-Dizon

immediately communicates withinform them that she was overworked in her empl@yezsidenceThis

NGrompted Cleofe to inquire from the recruiting agency on the address an
dthe telephone number of her sisseemployer Howevey the agency
efailed to give her the needed information.

ut A letter was sent by her sister to Cleofe with a copy of her Contrac
through the domestic helper whom she replaced in Satabja, who
arrived in the country on December 22, 2005. Said helper confirmed tha

nher sister had so much work to do and was often shouted by her en

t ployer. After reading the Contract, Cleofe was surprised to find out that
the name of the agency as appearing in the Contract was different fror

|-the one which hired her sist@ne consolation though was that she got

s/the address and the telephone number of her’sisgtemployerCleofe
went to the Cfice of the Undersecretary for MigrawforkersAffairs
(OUMWA,) of the Department of Foreigkffairs (DFA) and requested its

| @ssistance in contacting her sis/UMWA-DFA informed Cleofe that

he Philippine Embassy had difficulty in locating the address as the on

, given was not accurate.

PAB’s action was to call up OUMMDFA to refer Cleofes request.

' Atty. SherylVitalis of said ofice explained to us how they go about
helping our OFWs who have problems with their employers abroad. Sh
inquired whether Cora would like to change employer or would rather be
repatriated. She was told that Cora wanted to come htyeVitalis
explained that they have to talk to Csramployer for her to be released
from her employment and be given an exit vi¥dithout the exit visa,
Cora would not be allowed to leave Sadvdibia.

On May 8, 2006, &B was happy to be informed by Cleofe through
telephone call that her sister Cora went home to our country on May 5
2006. She thanked\B on behalf of her sister and the entire family for the
intercession which led to the successful grant of her request.

“At Long Last”

By Catalina D.Corpuz-Cacanindin

SOMETIME in August 2003, Barangay Chairman Francis Bonifacio of
Barangay 472, Zone 47, District,IManila ordered from MiRomeo Sison,
owner of R.S. Sportswear located in Sampaloc, Manila, twelve sets o
uniforms for the Barangalanod, consisting of &shirt and jacket.

Said items were completely deliveredfugust 30, 2003. However
the Barangay upon receipt of the same did not pay its correspondin
price of Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty Pesos (P8,760.00). Unfol
tunately the initial payment ofhreeThousand Pesos (P3,000.00) was
made only on February 18, 2006, almost three years after del&everal
follow ups were made by MSison on the remaining balance of Five
Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty Pesos (P5,760.00) with Chairman Bonifaci
but of no avail.

Mr. Sison finally decided to personally seek the assistance of the
PublicAssistance BureauAB) on June 20, 2006 for the collection of the
remaining balance of the Barang@gnod Uniform from Chairman
Bonifacio.

Acting on the requestAB invited Mr. Sison and Chairman Bonifacio
to a conference held on July 18, 2006ABZonference Room to thresh

\ out the issue immediateljfter both parties have given their sides, they

J-have agreed that Chairman Bonifacio shall make the immediate paymel

thef the balance.

S  Initially, a postdated check in the amount of P5,760.00 was issued b

ol Chairman Bonifacio to guarantee payment,and therafteramount in
cash was tendered to Mison. Oi\ugust 7, 2006, MrSison personally

r-thanked RB . for the prompt assistance extended to him.

 BLOOD letting held for
| Dengue victims

cdWENTY -TWO employees of the and Ms. Blessilda Manglallan of the
0 Office of the Ombudsman Office of LegalAffairs (OLA) were
vgesponded to the emergency calfiven a GalloneAward for having
for blood donation last Septembeigonated ten (10) bags of 400cc
afl1, 2006. The appeal for donors wagoo4. The awarding was held at

made by Mr Sonny Domasian of :
e e the Occupational Safety and
dthe Philippine Blood Center of theHealth Center

)}Dhilippine Childrers Medical Cen-
er (PCMC) since the stock of blood
?_ the center has reached critical lev
~els due to the spread of dengue. |
short notice, the Human Resourcg
> Management Division (HRMD)
through Mr Norbertol. Endab was
able to campaign for blood dona-
Ar§ons by word of mouth.
During the recently held
Y‘Pagkilala at Pasasalamat 06" by
PCMC, Mt NorbertoT. Endab

D=
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My First Time

(as an EheM!AhA! Program Lecturer)

A Message from our Partner

By Wilbert L. Candelaria

RO’s BEST: SAMSON J. SANCHEZ

AthMihTH their heads bent loand hands tras like “Ignorantia legis non

of the Ombudsman Regionalfioé (Visayas) in lloilo City ou-

days are unaware that | am looking gublic trust.” Plus of course my
lloilo Province, Inc., an active and zealous partner of the Offi

remember my “first time”. of the Office of the Ombudsman
Msgr. Meliton B. Oso, Executive |Di- teacher In grade school | playedsama-sama!”
Inauguration and Blessing of the Q

destiny Next to the line that asked -“Cuidao”, “Spaghetti”, “Striking

teacher they are willing to do their share
of all!” This quotation captures and Tapaz, who can hardly eat becausk 325,000 school buildings with 1575 hqanga City to act as teacher/resorruption, my participants had
try CORRUPTION FREE, as we in- by the military whenever they concrete roads at P10M per kilome;
of the “Office of the Ombudsman more than a week. The farmer saidat P3.5M per 10 meters of bridge cials. cise of the problem of corruption.
poor, the National &tistics Coor  YeS, the poor eat only kangkongagainst Hunger”: out of the P728 pected to be just handling the legahing akin to “bribery”, or "a lust
ing below poverty line or approxi- 1hey live in hovels with no elec- P8M, Aklan P8M, and Guimaras and corruption. But like Murphg’Law  Startruck and Star Circle Quest
with no sanitation. These are thdJREA fertilizer at P865 per sack, ityle 3 (Reflection)!” | gasped. Thosecauses and consequences of
poor people! Himself in the Gospel just reatihd UREA. Ifthe 17,341 sacks OfURE : :

tainly not equipped to analyze and redifferent roles: that of the actor/
inst thi ingt least 8,670 f Id hajvd
the launching of *Movement against this background, stealindt leas armers could ha
Retreat House and | heard theirsm{)erhaps, the worst sin of all thatal of P49M and at the rate meninvolvementin the commission or pre“Fixers” or “Middlemen” in LTO.
“lugaw” for her 7 children who go .Speaking of public money thatin that launching received nothing] When we actualize our commitment to fight graft
“lugaw” of the special kind, of yyntion in all its forms has robbedpay five sacks of “palay” durin cause we are doing it for our institution, and ult-
they say “everyday is a birthdayNijcasioA. Conti in his “Primer P190,330,560.00 if a sack of “palay”
some, if rice is not available, theybudsmanWe consulted the local all together would lose a total accepted. Seeing Gadhand in ev- consequence, which begets
Tubungan and Igbaras are nowquivalentto 4,416,666 houses and MESSAGE P/6 | Ules, was actually a way for me to ggperennial problem of lack of in-

| went. Recitations in Module I
By Lyca T. Lopez insecure. | felt | was to primed enoughicontract of deal”, roughly

ATHANKSGIVING mass opened the blessing and inaugur _ eads !
hurriedly scribbling their personalexcusat” or that classic attention
L. do, tudent tici ts for t - i ice i
gust 17, 2006The mass was fifiated by the/ery RevMsgr. credo, my student participants for westep clause - "Public office is a
Q MELITON B. OSO, PC who heads the People's Graftwatghsm fondly It's my last day as their favorite - the fight against graft
@dakher and wistfullyt cannot help but and corruption is not the fight
the Ombudsman in its fight against corruption.
| had the good fortune of attending the memorable blessing! have always wanted to be alone - “Kayang-kaya, kung
:jiclit\(/)grspiorﬂg;znirﬁgm?g::?iirllz fwltg ?ng IrFaugucer)'tlol\r/ll of %RO}MKaS'h Dekeply -tOUChed b?/ the hr?mfeacher-teacher”, a teacher pretend The leveling of expecta-
m- Y GElIVErea by Visgroso atthe than Sgiving mass, 1 soug rj{jﬁme with my playmates. Back then fions was an experience in itself
budsman Regional Office Visayag in permission to have it printed here for the edification and inspias always the “Ma’am’A peek in - the group divided itself into six
lloilo City on August 17, 2006. tion of our readers. Below is the complete text of his homily my kindergarten yearbook revealed myolorful groups - “Matatag”,
“What do you want to be when youForce”, “Goalkeeper” and
grow up?” l answered, “l want to be &Friendly”, and all agreed that
“WHERE millions are poarsteal- only eating Palawan. Farmers in théots for the poor at _PGOO,(_)O0.00 Per It came as no surprise then thatih fighting graft and corruption.
ing public money is the worst crimemountains bordering Calinog anchouse and lot; it is equivalent 1ofound myself in the midst of  In Module I, to experience
summarizes beautifully the essencef the distance from their place toclassrooms at P2M over school e
_ . . v person of sorts for the Ehenmtb undergo the process of feel-
of our struggle to make this coun-the poblacion, are being suspecte@uilding: itis worth 265,000 kms of ., Program of the Office of the Om-ing through and actually immers-
augurate today the regional officewould buy rice that would last for ter; and itis worth 757,142 blrid(;lsblmlsman Mindanao forflO IX offi- ing themselves in a reality exer-
for theVisayas!” “We are suering not only from Again, | heard this from the i tE_’;eint% ”gr"]" :&:‘:el gUSi”GSSIOf fa-lr_1theirqwn works, LO-IX offi-
Speaking of millions who are hunger but also from militarization.” launching of the “Movement cllitaling the EhemAna: Program, | éx- cials defined corruption as some-
dination Board says that as of 2003,hanggup,” “lugaw” or eat only of the fertilizer fund scam, lloilg as_pectlof it - that is, a srlmort twenty]:ftor power and influence”.
there are 23.5 million Filipinos liv- ©Nce a dayand some none at all.shared P15M, Capiz P13Kintique | minute lecture on common laws ongraft  Module Il brought forth the
mately 4 million familiesAs ofApril  Ticity, no water For some, their PSM. If the P15 Million appropri; thisArea ofice had other plans. talents of TO-I1X officials and
2006, the unemployment rate'©0f is made of cartoon or plasticated for lloilo was used to buy  “Module 2 (Analysis) and Mod- employees, as they analyzed the
stands at 8.2% and the underem . > L
ployment rate at 25.4%. So many’®% with whom Jesus identified could have bought 17,341 sacks 0fyere my most feared modules, as thegorruption via a role-playing
C were not my strongest suits. | was ce
. Jesus in the poor exhorts us to rewere distributed to llongo farme y g workshop, where they essayed
Letmetry to describe ow poory,, 4o something for them. Indeed;at @ minimum of 2 sacks per farmer
they are. Last Mondayattended ' ' lect on the cultural value systems thaéorruptor and the corrupted
. i} . public money is the worst crime ofavailed of the fertilizerPanay and reinforce and perp?tuate corruption, oparty Prevalentin their role-play-
against Hunger” at St. Clement all, not only the worst crime but also,Guimaras provinces received a to€Ven look into on&’personal role anding exercise was the existence of
ries. There wasAling Juana, not y,q,iq'send us all to eternal damnationed above, this could havevention of corruption. Uh-uh. But af-In charting the consequences of
her real name, who daily makes;gp, helped 28,323 farmers. The farmer
to school, while the couple eat onlyy a5 stolen, let us consider the folof these fertilizers. Instead, forasack and corruption, we are not just doing so on an indi-
coconut meat. Because we eapying figures: from 1977-1997 “Cor- of UREA fertilizer on credit, they | vidual level. Dapat po meron tayong malasakit, be-
course, only when somebody isthe Filipino people of some 2.65 tril-harvest seasoApproximately the ;
celebrating a birthdayjokingly, lion pesos.” This, according to28,323 farmers would pay a total ¢ mately, for the betterment of the entire bureaucracy.

4 X 1 le of talks f oAd- i -
celebration”. If not “lugaw some against Corruption,” is based orsells at P336 at five sacks of “pala) "n?irnziistcrgg\?eeo?icgres&r?welfang;eli 0 glraft and.tcodrruonrt\, o ecrjrj t
are eating only “hinanggup.” For the estimate of the Office of the Om+per sack of UREA. The poor farmer. - €ligro, ployees cited poverty as a direc
eat only “kangkong” leaves. Farm-DPWH and we have come up withP190,330,560.00. This greatamo (rything, | thought maybe facilitatingvolatile peace and order situa-
ers in the mountains borderinghe following figures: P2.65T isis so much food s tolen frotie Module 2 and 3, my most feared modtions, further contributing to the

over that ultimate fear vestments - begetting more pov-
So off to battle (and Zamboanga)erty for the Filipino people.
(At this point | was already awere a source of wonder and wry
basketcase. | felt apprehensive angmusement. When asked if a
sto facilitate these modules, | worriedranslated as a deal where money
iabout everything - from what to wearis given to an TO official to per

School for Boys (now Letran de In July 2002, Samson was d
Davao High School) where heignated as the Non-Organic Re

went on to pursue his Bachelor ofBarely two years in partnership withavailability if the whiteboard markerscompletion, money in excess of
Arts in English Literature and Phi- the Ombudsman-Mindanao graftand manila papers for the module worksaid transaction was not re-
losophy followed by a stint at the prevention programs, RO Sancheghops - | was a virtual wreck). turned - this facilitator threw the
Regional Major Seminary of initiated various proactive corrup-  Should | be nice and cheery as fuestion back - “what do you
Mindanao. It was in the seminarytion prevention activities in the already were? Or should | be aloothink?”

where Samson honed his skills as @ampaign for public accountability and poker faced, maintaining that My participants’ answers
trainer tasked as he was to conduchnd good governance in the provieacher-student distance? were simply classic: Spaghetti
tra|n|ngs.|nthe various Ioca[|t|es ofince.” He initiated the “Review of Inevitably then came my “first Group ~“There is notHin wron
HE SEEMStoo quiet and unas-1agum City Alas, upon meeting the e Handbook on Procurement angme” ’ with sgid arrancement %Wantg a
suming to be the Most OutstandPeautiful Marilyn Cafete in one of ;6541 of Supplies and Proper- Walking into a room of TO-IX of-  iob. A gets th 'gbd ' bod
ing Resident Ombudsman foriS seminars, Samson knew thergeg» tor the Province of Davao delsials i wglking into the liors den- Jﬁar')pyge S e jobdone, everybody

Mindanao (2003), but in this caseVas No way he was going back i\ te with the goal of preventing,. : - . .
you certainly can’t judge the bookthe seminaryNow married, he went literally. It's an old boys club, a frater Striking Force ~“There’s nothing

and/or eliminating the opportunj- _. . )
by its cover Samson J. SanChethn f\? be?"g e"a Co!lige pmfgisor Hles of graft and irregularities, and" of sorts, with only a handful of wrong - after all, nobodg’ com-
currently the Provincial General™ arys Lolege imagum tity

farys Colege ITagum entereopaStening procedures on procu avomen assigned to administrative poplaining anyway
Services Officer of the Province of y ! .
the government service.

ment of supplies and properties 0F_itions. I walked into a room of forty- Goalkeeper “Mali ho yun danhil

Davao del Norte is such a soft-spo- delivery of basic services. one expressions - some expectangvery government official is al-
ken and self-effacing man. He Now a government servant for™ =, i brocident of the SOMe amused, one indifferent - all comready paid his salar hindi dapat

smiles easilyand extends a friendly ;g geLJEitirI?fy\S/\lEi>Tkse()rnatsiﬁg[%dr:\l/isn((::?;Ie \ssociation of Resident OmbudsPrising the operations, licensing, regsiya tumanggap ng additional
welcome to friends and visitors v oot Office of Davao del MEN iN GovernmenAgencies| stration, administrative and traffic pera”

alike. Norte and worked his way up until (AROGA) in Region X1, RO Sanchez erforcement divisions oftO in Region - Friendly “Okay lang - afterall, LTO
Born and raised in Kapalong, pis appointment as Provincial Gendrafted its Constitution and B -9 official did not ask/request for the
Davao del Norte, Samson firstera| Services Officer in May 2003. Laws to institutionalize the assp-  To be truly armed for battle, | pre-moneyit was just given to him
imagined himself to be a priest,,, recognition of his exemplary ser-ciation. After its ratification in Janu; pared for a warl opted for a MS Cuidao ““Iha, tulong na yun sa
thinking that it was the best way t0,;ice as 3 civil servant, RO Sanche2!Y 2004, he caused the registrat opowerpoint presentation, highlightingtao.”

be of service to the public. He studyas made recipient of the “Ulirang ©f the association before the Secuthe common laws on graft and corrup-  “Tulong sa tao?” When we
ied at Briz Elementary School and thex q\waniaAward” by the Civil Service rittes and Exchange Commissionion, citing landmark cases on the sidedeminded that a “contract of deal”

Parochial High School, & Mary’'s  commission - XI. BEST/NEXT PAGE/C4 | prepared my lectures with man- MY FIRST P/7
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Text Life

By Ma. Rosanna S. Navidad

LONG before the next mechanism fame). Much laterl read in a na
became in vogue among governnever a bore. | had an unforgettablg§onal daily that the subject offici
ment agencies, Ombudsmanexperience as a text officer when amas dismissed from the service.
Mindanao was already into it. anonymous text message found its Just like the movies - that apt
Still, most of those who later way into my personal cellphone.describes the kind of messages
launched their own text programThinking it was missent, or a prank, Ireceived. We had our share

came up with systems generatethitially ignored it, specially since, the tearjerkers. The abandoned wife

processes, whereas, Omb-Mirsender refused to disclose his idera policeman texted to seek advice

operates via a more personal agity. The first message was soon folon how to get a share of his retir
proach. lowed by several disturbing mes-ment benefits. Their three kids
Members of the Publids- sages, harping on the same theme, frofith her and they lead a hand-t
sistance Unit (R) take turns in the same numbewhich I usually re- mqyth existence, while the “scou
manning the two cellphonesCeive at night. Even more unsettlingyre|” cohabited with a young
(09189156279; 09175496241) andS the fact that each t_|me I attempteqvoman’ and was about to enjoy
for such effort, we get the title t0 call the numberit cannot be ement pliss.
“text officer” of the day Golly! reached. _ _
It's a full-time job, notexactly the 1€ messages urged this Office,
breeze that | imagined it to be [0 conduct an investigation against g
Every time | am a text fiber, | am top ranking government official who

hardly able to do anything butallegedly enriched himself in office
answer text messages (we're talking millions here), through

: some money-making schemes thge didn't give a graphic accod
o o s e ceted. Mindyou th accoun® 12,12, U woud e rats
ceived? Whe have received ev_numpgr as V\./e.II.as the bank branch wa? Text life hés actionA very se-
or hin. from the mundane to thespecmed!_l |n|t|§1IIy got scared._ My . _ y

Y'F g verreacting mind began ConJurIngcretlve texter urged this Office t
serious, the colorful to the drab.

o
There were plain commentarie

r his questions were dutifull
wered by the text fider, one
texter suddenly replied, “text u lat

im about to make luv”. Good thin

from people who wanted to letyis 1 st0riously prominent figure be conducted in some provincial

off steam against the bureaut«isang preso ka lang”), of going office the next day Some hat trick
cracy clearance follow-ups from 4r4,nq in a phalanx of bodyguardavas purportedly in the works t
apphcant;, case status INQUINY good if they were mala-Kevin ensure that the favored bidd
from parties, reports of anoma-cosner) . . . of being stalked . . . threasomes out winnerHe did name in

lies from anonymous complaints,eneq . . . etc. Suffice it to say that afteadvance the name of the suppos n

requests for legal advice, and have objectively analyzed the meswinner The Ofice did send inves

believe it or not, even the tele-sages, | realized that thsea-Ofice tigators after validating the infor

phone numbers and addressesad no jurisdiction over the concernednation given by the texter

of various government agenciesofficial because he was based in  We get the occasional psych
Contrary to common impres- Metro Manila, so my report was eventhrillers. A text went this way: “pls

sions howeverattending to text tually forwarded to the OMB-Propersave me and my famjlgurlives

messages, though routinaig (hah!...there goes my short ticket to Text P/7

LTO conduct s EheM! AhA! seminar workshop

By Menelia C. Mortel
Chief Internal Audit Division, LTO

IN LINE with the Integrity De- coordination with the Regional Office faith in the goodness of man a
velopment Program of the Landof the Ombudsman whileTlO-NCR  guided by the Constitution of th
Transportation Gice (LTO) and and Central Office coordinated withRepublic of the Philippine3o
in support of the anti-corruption the Office of the Ombudsman inwhich we owe allegiance.
program of the government, theQuezon City It is worth mentioning

1st Ehemha! Seminatork-  thatsix (6) regional offices, namely: Rewe do profess, as law-abiding ci
shop was conducted last Janugions |, I, IV, VI, X, Xl were awarded zens sworn to duty as public s¢
ary, 2005 by FrAlbertAlejo, SJ, lastApril 28, 2006 during theTO 94"  vants; That we believe in puttin
which was attended by thes- FoundingAnniversary for 100% atten- the interest and welfare of th
sistant SecretariRegional Direc- dance of employees inthe Eheia!  people before our own; That pu
tors, Assistant Regional Direc- seminarTo date, all employees of thejic service is a public thrust; Th
tors and members of the Centrafentral office have completed the sai¢uided by our conscience ar
Office executive committee dur- Séminar On the other hand, other removed by our commitment and va
ing the Quarterly Regional Direc- gional offices are committed to finishtg performance excellence, we sh
tors’ Conference. This was fol- this seminar within the yeaais thisis always strive to be transparent
lowed by the issuance of a memo2Is0 included in their respective req|| our dealings to eliminate gra
randum by TO Assistant Sec- gionalintegrity development program.and corruption and to serva-
retaryAnneli R. Lontoc direct- mighty God our fellow men and th
ing the regional directors to con- country

duct this corruption sensitivity LTO EMPLOYEES' CREDO

seminar workshop to their re- We believe that we are and will g
spective officials and employeesWe, in the Landransportation Jice, ways be true and faithful publi
The regional offices conductedare Inspired by the Blessings AF  servants. In our hearts, words a

a seriesof seminars in close mighty God, Nurture by an abidingdeeds. So help us God.

TIMEOUT REFEREE!
Ombudsman Volleyball Teams for inter-agency sportsfest pose before their games . Composing
the Women’s Team are: (from left frontrow) Zenaida Tabaque, Aileen Rodriguez, May Blessing A.
Corpuz, Edith Dizon (back row from left) Libye Tengson, Dianne Belo, Flor Cabato (Team Cap-
tain), Jing Rafiosa, Mary Rawnsel V. Lopez, Amylou Fernandez. (Not shown in photo is Faye Aceron)
For the Men’s Team are: (from left, seated) Rafael Garcia, Alan Cafares ( back row standing from
left) Eric Gutierrez, Alex Lazo, Mike Caballer, Xandrick Malones, Randy Tongco, Bob Callos (Team
Captain), Edwin Delos Reyes, Daniel A. Enriquez and Ronald Chua. (Not shown in photo are Mario
Quinit and Richard Narvas).
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Theres also comedy in text.

images of poor me in some decrepi$€nd secret agents . . . este . ..in
Ssafehouse hiding from the thugs oiestigators, to a public bidding to
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ODO speaks at PCCI Workshop

By Ma. Amelita P. Garcia

THE PHILIPPINEChamber of Com- for their actions.” Moreso, without
| merce and Industry (PCCI) togethethese concepts in governance,
with the Investment Climate Im- “trust will be lacking between the
yprovement Project, aAdvocacy governmentand those whom it gov-

Blan of theAmerican Chamber of erns” resulting to social instality
¢ Commerce of the Philippines, Inc.and an environment that less
ohas invited the Office of the Om-than conducive to economic
udsman to thivorkshop on Red growth. )
Tape and Corruption. ~ 0DOo also share_wﬂh fche par-
" The activity had two-fold aims, ticipants the proactive initiatives
"o wit: to find common avenues forthat are being undertaken for the
“the business community to come uguSténance of integrity and the pro-
“with reform measures that will mini- motion of efficiency that contribute
mize bureaucratic and governancé® the achievement of the Office’
Toopholes; and, to serve as a cons

r
e

in preparation for the Philippine Busi-

ness Conference set on October zoogygmentmg the number of person-

nel and resources of the Office; the

The newly appointed Overall . :
Enhance Strategic collaboration and
r Deputy Ombudsman Orlando C. artnership with various sectors by

Casimiro graced the occassion oal P

ay of these Program Attivities:

t'AUQUSt 23.’ 2006 as speaker on thSdgption of the I\?ationwlnti—Cor-
dopic “Clarity and Transpaency: ruption Program of Action

The RoIe”of the Office of the Om(NACPA); the Lifestyle Probe Pro-
budsman”. ram; the Transparency in Procure-

. In his speech, he stressed thghent: the Courtwatch Monitoring
inJ he Office of the Ombudsman is pyogram; the installation of Resi-

the lead enforcer of public accountyent Ombudsmen in different gov-
aab|l|ty P IikeWise, an advocate Ofernment agencies; théalues For
transparency in the bureaucrdcy mation Program; Publigssistance

These two (2) concepts “have closeind assistance from the Interna-
relations considering their impor-tional Donor Community

Pltance in governance. They are also  The workshop was partici-
critical for the efficient functioning pated in by the country’business

o]

*€8f a modern economy and for fos{eaders, government agency heads,
tering social well-being .” city mayors, foreign chambers and
He further explained that World Bank oficials. In this forum,
“transparency serves to achievéssues on red tape and corruption
D-accountability which means thatand their implications to business
authorities can be held responsiblén the Philippines context were tackled.

OMB-VIS from page 1

lloilo-CPU headed by Monsignor Prosecutor Ephraivi BaldagoAlso
Meliton Oso, the DOJ Prosecutorpresent was our Ombudsman Liai-
headed by Regional State Prosecson/Coordinator for Region 6 Mr
tor Domingo Laurea and lloilo City Roddy Gumabong.

nag
e

i
g
g
e
b_
at
nd
Wi
al
in
ft

|-

CIT'S OPEN TO SERVE THE PUBLIC
nd Ombudsman Gutierrez assisted by lloilo City Mayor Trenas cut
the ribbon symbolizing the opening of Regional Office in lloilo.
provincial government vehicles.

BEST from page 4
With such a grinding sched-

and the Bureau of Internal Revenug,ie poth as Head of the General

In line with the maxim, “Igno- Seryices Office, and as Resident
rance of the law excuses no on@mbudsman, Samson finds solace
from compliance therewith”, RO jn reading, spending time with his
Sanchez initiated the conduct ojaughterSamuelle Marionne, and
trainings such as “Forum ofd- listening to the bossa nova tunes
ministrative Order No. 10” and theof Sitti and the legendarstrud
“ProcurementwWatch Seminar”, Gilberto.
both of which were participated in ~ Recently conferred as Out-
by the Resident Ombudsmen frongtanding Resident Ombudsman,
other parts of Mindanao. Said semiand now on his second term as
nars aim to acquaint the public wittAROGA XI President, RO Sanchez
anti-corruption laws and familiarize IS NOW busy preparing, among oth-
them with proper procedures in€rs, the first-ever conference of all

; . AROGA delegates from all over
government transactions, particus ,: ;
larly bidding processes. More rel\/llndanao, scheduled in September

cently RO Sanchez, in his capacity ) ; far
asAROGA XI President and Head San:ggﬁ%qsfgrr]c%%cf ﬁesrgg”rﬁg'?ﬂat

of the General Services Office of theyeing a priest is not the only way
Province of Davao del Norte causedo be a “man for others'Truly, he
the re-launching of the “FOR OFFlis one of R8s best.

CIAL USE ONLY” markings on all
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Biblical Integrity

By Jenni G. Sosa

['he Hong Kong Experience

How to formulate an efective Anti-Corruption S trategy in an organization

The word “Integrity” is used 16 times
in the Bible.

The wisest man who ever lived on
earth (King Solomon) mentioned the word
“integrity” 3 times in the book of Proverbs:

Proverbs 1:3
The integrity of the upright shall
guide them: but the perverseness
of transgressors shall destroy them.

Proverbs 19:1
Better is the poor that walketh in his
integrity, than he that is perverse in
his lips, and is a fool.

Proverbs 20:7
The just man walketh in his integrity:
his children are blessed after him.

(Bible verses are taken from the
Authorized King JamesVersion 1611)

(2nd of 2 parls

Mr. Tony Kwok, SBS, IDS

Chief Advisor of the OMB-EC
Corruption Prevention Project 2005-2007

http:/www.kwok-manwai.com

The Followings are some of
the areas you can go through
in this analysis : corruption. Hong Kong
System ICAC adopts a three pronged
*Is the system condu- tive communication and staff often subject to political in- approach: deterrence, pre-
cive to eficiency, value for consultation? terference. *The internal vention and educatiorAs a
money and accountability? Srategy rules are inadequate in dealresult, the Commission con-
*|s there a review mecha-*Is there a comprehensiveing with corruption. *There sists of three separate de-
nism to review enforcementcorporate plan to fight cor- is general apathy to corrup-partments: the Operations
decisions and results? *Areruption? *Is the fight against tion in the organization. *Low Department to investigate
there adequate optionalcorruption based on reactivesalary of public servants. corruption; the Corruption
guidelines for staff? *Is there O proactive approach? *Is*Lack of strategic partner- Prevention Department to ex-
a strict confidentiality rule to there a clear strategy in for-ship in fighting corruption. amine the systems and pro-
protect the whistleblower? Mulating partnership with Sep 4 - Formulation of  cedures in the public sector
Saff outside agencies in fighting strategy and strategic plans to identify the corruption op-
*Are the human re- corruption? *Is there a strat- Having identified the portunities and to make rec-
sources management, i.e re€9Y in dealing with the me- major problems, iF Wo_uld be ommendations to plug the
cruitment, promotion, ter- ia? up to the organization to Iqopholesl; and, the Commu-
mination built on the empha- SharedValue _ come up with a_comprehen—nlty Relations Departmen_t to
sis of staff integrity and pro- . *Is the leadership set- sive anti-corruption strategy educa_te the pubhc against
fessionalism? *Is there ant|ng a good example? *Doesand then_ to translate thethe_ evil o_f corruption and to
internal monitoring system to Fhe sta}ff have a shargd valuestrategy into action plan enlist _the_lr support and part-
ensure staff integrity? in ethics and mtegrlt_y? *Is fonmpleme_ntatlon. nersh|p in fighting corrup-
Skill there a_code of ethics _for What is Hong Kong tion.
*Is professional skl gtaf? With adequa!te train- ICAC Strategy 2. Enforcementled
. _ ing? *Is there a fair reward As a result of the suc- The three prongs are
available internally to CON and sanction system? cess of the Hong Kong modelequally important, but ICAC
duct m_ana_lgem?nt audit andgen, 3. |dentify the Major  in fighting corruption, many devotes over 70% of its re-
Investigation of corruption pygpjemg countries followed Hong sources in the Operations
complaints? *Is there ad-  5yjng scanned Kong's example in setting upDepartment. The reasons are
equate training to ensure thenroygh the external and in-a dedicated anti-corruptionthat any successful fight
professionalism and integrity tamal environment, it should agency However many of against corruption must start

As stated earliethere is
no single solution in fighting

of staff? not be difficult to identify them are not effective andwith effective enforcement
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Structur e the major problems or barri- hence there are queries asn major targets, so as to
*Does the structure en-ers in effectively fighting to whether the Hong Kong demonstrate to the public the
sure supervisory account-corruption. In most of the model can be successfully governmens determination
ability? *Is there aninternal organization in corruption applied to other countries.to fight corruption at all costs
affairs unit to take up pro- prevalent countries, theyThe pointiswhether there isas well as to demonstrate the
fessional investigation of usually share the following a thorough understanding oféffectiveness of the anti-cor-
corruption complaints? major problems : the working of the Hong "UPtion agencies.Without
ez*Does the unit adequately  * Lack of or inadequate Kong model. In my viewit thak the public would be re-
. ) : : . luctant to come forward to
resourced and supported? top political will to fight cor- consists of the following report corruption. Success-
Syle ruption. *Lack of commitment eleven components: ful enforcement assists in
*What is the manage- ininvestigating internal cor- 1. Three pronged strat-  identifying problem areas for
mentstyle? *Are there effec- ruption. *Investigations are egy HONG KONG P/8

MESSAGE

from page4

payers who come from farsending a very strong mesthe City and Province of
away places, spending timesage to everyone and, indloilo.
and moneyonly to be frus- deed, we will lessen inci- Third, in January 2003
mo table of the poor and is moretrated. | also wrote a letter todences of corruption, if not the social action network was
b than enough to send us allanother head of a governeradicate them altogether invited by the President to a
to hell, according to the Gos- ment agency because in mysecond, “Only with the help dialogue at Malacanang. |
reapel. phone conversation with herof the citizenry can we re- was tasked to give an input
What happened to the subordinate | was rudelyduce if not eradicate graft andon our anti-corruption advo-
d, fertilizer fund?We have re- treated. The head of officecorruption,” says now re- cacy Two things we sug-
ferred a case to the Office ofthanked me for my vigilance signedTanodbayan Simeon gested to the President: first,
the Ombudsman-¥ayas but she justified the behav-Marcelo. Indeed, corruption to put an extension office in
relative to the fertilizer fund jor of her subordinateAny- can only be curbed or eradi-|ipilo; and second, for the Of-
scam where even the deadyay, the person concernedcated with the help of the citi- fice of the Ombudsman to act
and non-existent individuals brought the letter personallyzenry with dispatch on cases
were reported to have re-tg me and apologizeds | With well-meaning and brought to its attention. The
ceived sacks of fertilizers. It \yrote the letterl was think- Vigilant citizens volunteering first is being realized today
is my personal prayer in this jng of the many simple folks their selfless services as obas we inaugurate this re-
Holy Mass that this case is\yho would go to that office S€TVers in the Bids and gional office and we hope the
acted upon with dispatch.  5n4 would be treated agiwards Committee of gov- second will be facilitated be-
In the face of all these, rudely or perhaps, more ernment and as IRA watch-cause of this regional office.
What can b.e dor_1e againStruderthan | wasAnd simple ers —WE C_AN! At this Yes, we trust the sincerjty
this worst crime/sin of all? folks would just keep quiet point, with pride, we would dedication to service, and

Correction, please

The title of the article on page 8 written Byty. Rafael

“Ritchie” Hipolito of July issue which reads as: “Internar

tional Development Review Updates” should be “Integrit]
Development Review (IDR) Updates”
*k%k
The caption of the picture on page 5 of July issue whi
reads as “SARCM DIRECTOR OSCAR MAMA signs
the Satement of Support to OMB NationAhti-Corrup-
tion Program ofAction (NACP) in the presence of Glynn
Baker and DO/alenzuela” should be “Signing of Commit-
ment of Support with SARCM Directors Oscar Mama,
Glynn Baker and Deputy Ombudsmzalenzuela looking on”.
*k%k
The caption of the picture on page 5 of July issue whi
reads as: “AHA! Focus Group Discussibeam from OMB-
Luzon was conducted with the teachers” should be “AHA
Focus Group Discussiofeam from OMB-Luzon was con-
ducted with the LGU dicials from Aparri, Cagayan and
Resident Ombudsmen in Region I1”.

First, for all government -Ilike to introduce to the hon- honesty of the OIC-Deput
, and would never assert thei Yy puty
officers to be a CORRUP- rights. These are Simpleorable Tanodbayan Ma. Ombudsman for the

' . . i .
TION INTOLERANT! Do things, but they reveal SOMercedltas Navarro Gutierrez VVisayas. Howevethe inter

nqt tolerate nonfeasance,much about the kind of pub_our_ Corruption Prevention est of justice and the struggle
misfeasance and malfea-l. ice that th .~ Units (CPUs) and our volun- for a CORRUPTION FREE
sance. Ic Seérvice thath€ Sovereign . (127 altogether) fromphilippines will be best

What do we mean?A people in this countryOur the five pilot municipalities served,

g if cases filed or
few years ago, | requested aappeal then to people in 9OVt the five congressional dis- prought to the attention of

ernment is: do not tolerate

ch document from a govern- tricts of lloilo: IGBARAS; the Office of the Ombudsman
ment agency for a piece ofYOUr colleagues and suborgya BARBARA; are acted upon with dis-
land theArchdiocese would dinates. Call their attentionc A g A T U A N ; patch.

use for its housing project mmediately if adverse re-pypMANGAS: and
for the poor| got the docu- POrts have been madegaAROTAC VIEJO. They this regional office, let us hear
ment after two years and that29ainst them. Investigate the;ome from all walks of life, Jesus saying: "Whatsoever
was after | made a verbal@ccusation thoroughly andfrom the sector of the retiredyou do to the least of my
complaint to the Resident |t the ax fall where it may senior citizens, the profes-prothers, that you do unto
ch Ombudsman of the agencyand prosecute the erring, ifsional sectqrfrom the youth me." For Jesus in the pgor
and threatened them with anecessary In addition to a sector the students. Only |et us all join hands to make
formal complaint before the very simple and transparentwith their participation, only at least lioilo City and Prov-

Office of the Ombudsman. lifestyle for public servants, with their well-meaning ser- jnce CORRUPTION FREE.

Think of the time | spent fol- if only all government offices vice, only with their vigilance May God who has begun the
lowing up the document. willbecome CORRUPTION can we reduce, if not eradi-good work in us bring it to

As we inaugurate today

A

Imagine further other tax INTOLERANT, we willbe cate, graft and corruption in fylfillment.
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PASAY from page 1 TUNA  frompage2 NEWODO from page 1 MY FIRST from page 4
budget and in the absence olvas responsible for the over-ODO Casimiro, she surelyis one crime contemplatedin | cannot help but remem- ticipants, young (and old!) as

a certification from the City all management of the projectis his wife, the former Ms RA 3019 (Anti-Graftand Cor- ber all these as | glance at mythey are, learned something
Trea?urfer %s Eo the a:jvallahbllmcludlng the approval of Iﬁ«acejh Frllqlrcjes,W|th whom he yypt Practicesct), for which  student participants, all 41 offrom me. In such a short time
ity of funds”. Under the workplans and the release ohas six children. they may be charged crimi-them, hurriedly scribbling that I've been a part of their

same Resolution, Trinidadbudgets. Hence, the funds The Casimiros are both I . . g
was authorized to extend thavere released to and receive@lumna of the Silliman Uni- Nally and administratively their personal credo and bitelives, | became a student, and

contracts for services for aby PRIMEX. versity in Dumaguete City and actually be dismissedsize commitments, as they gethey, my teachers.Was it
period not to exceed 90 On December 27,1993 ,Negros Oriental where ODO from the service - the roominvolved and formulate fu- Confucius who said that the
days so as not to hamper ther after the expiration of the Casimiro obtained his de-fell into a hushed silence. ture action plans to combatmark of a teacher is one who
services covered by said coneontract on December 1,dr€€S in Busines&dminis- |nieresting. corruption. Their bite-sized seeks to learn from his stu-
tracts. 1993, the DA and PRIMEX trago; mﬁl?”n ][\ALanagement Module 3 offered partici- commitments, such as “l will dents? “Tis true.” I've
However on February entered into a “Supplem_en-an O%CC ?u%ce)d Ga(:\)/vlsa'ﬁu_ pants a moment of reflectioncome to work on time”, or “l learned to be more tolerant,
13, 2004, Trinidad enteredtal Contract for Consulting gust 26. He was born in thethat leads to their decisionwill continue to avoid illegal more patient, to make
into separate contracts withServices for the Conduct OfMunicipality of Umingan, making, by highlighting the transactions in theTO Op- *“alalay” and guide them

L.E.G Hauling Services Cer the Philippine Tuna Researchs, | .2 &inan to the spouse : . ; L _
poration, Excellent TransportProject”. It was intended forCregencio and&sungion Auman side and the ambiva-erations Division”, when through various laws on

Services, Inc., SoliWaste the continued collection of Saimiro. lence of Filipino values such takgn collgctivelyis a stgp graft and corruption, in es-
AlternativeTech., R.M. Main- data/information through the A believer of the saying, &S “utang na loob”, tofighttheir very ownindif- sence experiencing, analyz-
tenance Services and-anded Catch and Effortkajlabaw lang ang “Pakikisama”, ference, torecovertheirrageng, reflecting and finallyfor-
Greenline Envirotech Phils.Monitoring (*LCEM” for tymatanda”, OCC vows to“bayanihan” at against graft and corruption.mulating action to fight my
for the garbage collection andorevity) at eighteen (18) fish serve as ODO in the next‘pagmamahal sa pamilya.” Aptly stated by their Re- own indifference. Going
disposal for six months, fromlanding sites in the Philip- seven years with the samqn citing love for family par ~ gional DirectoyAtty. Abaton, through theEhem! Aha! Pro-
February 10, 2004 August pines untilAugust 31, 1994. zeal and fervor as when Nejqinants state that this is aupon his acceptance of hisgram gave me a keener and

31, 2004. This supplemental contractfirst entered the Office of the . o o . -
On August 4, 2004, required an amount of TWO Ombudsman in 1991. positive Filipino value, as the co-workefs bite size commit- deeper appreciation of the

Trinidad entered into an-MILLION PESOS fa.milly should be ons’ top ments - “The IO is per program that serves as a tool
other contract with the samePhp2,000,000.00). Upon re- RED from page 1 priority. It then becomes a ceived to be one of the mostfor making people more seri-
companies by virtue oflease, this additional amount pag _negative value becausecorruptagencies in the coun-ously sensitive and bothered
Resolution No. 197%. 2004 completed the PTRP contractForce O-Plan Red Plate filedyhen translated in the work-try. When we actualize our about corruption, and more
approved by the price in the total amount of criminal and administrative piace, too much love for fam- commitment to fight graft and deeply involved in combat-

SangguniangPanglungsod FORTY-ONE MILLION  complaints against sixty (60);ly can lead to “nepotism”, corruption, we are not justing it at individual, group and

of Pasay on July 28, 2004EIGHTHUNDRED FOR'Y  officials and employees fromug, o itism» or even “blind doing so on an individual institutional levels.

the said contracts for four(Php41,840,645.00). ference held at the CCB Funci0k @ moment to reflect, andtayong malasakit, bef:au_sagratefm_. _
months, from Sept. 1 - Dec. _ Adraft Final Report sub- tion Room. agreec_i that Ilove for fam|ly is we are d0|ng_|t for our insti- My first time as afEhem!
31, 2004. _mltted by PRIMEX to BAR Among the respondentngOd if its is couple with tution, and ultimatelyfor the = Ahalteacher/resource person
Trinidad again enteredin December of 1993 helps revealed during the presscorhiya” (shame or embarrass-betterment of the entire bu-is almost like a first romance.
into another contract withdive us an honestview of thewere some local officials, di-ment), and is within the reaucracy There is the apprehension, the
the said companies on Delesults of PTRP Consider rectors, and an assistant sebounds of the law Aptly And now it's over My expectations, the simple tri-
cember 28, 2004, after thén® following declaration in retary The respective driv- stated by the Cuidao group -hurried days of facilitating umphs, the whirlwind court-
Sangguniang Eanglungso&he E'Ilpr?eirzeig%rtﬁeed 0 con- o2 of the abovementionedyt is no longer love when the Ehem! Aha! Program ship. Itis a time never forgot-
passed Resolution No. 2013 personnel at the time of th%ou feed your family with came and went. My ferventten but recalled often, and

s. 2004 giving the mayor au-iNue monitoring the tag re- g estioned trips were als : b o
thority to extend the contractdU'NS t0 obtain time series 50c\,geq of the same charges. o <> 1o kinurakut mo.” wish is that my student par- cherished forever

for garbage collection for an-data since there is a great "y 45t of the vehicles ——— . o o

other six months, from July 1Probability of biased results ;0 4 by the respondentguleika T.Lopezis a Graft Investigation and Prosecutiofi€@f | of the Ofice of the Ombuds-

- Dec. 31, 2005. Whle” a”‘"’f‘}'yst'st 1S undtertak“enwere seen by theask Force man - MindanaoA Broadcast Communication graduate of Difman, she jumpstarted her
Ina 12-page Orde®Om- only on short term rewrns . suspect places like shop<areer doing production work fABS-CBN Davao, and later on served as Informatidio®f

budsman Ma. Merceditas N..,_ gtﬁdsysvc;gctgbtfgtlzvse,géoping malls, night clubs, bars,|Il of UPMindanao. She completed her Bachelor of Laws at San Beda College, eftiene

Gutierrez Said that by passiunas in a span of eleven (11)restaurants, theme_parks, anghe was théssociate Editor ofhe “Barrister”. She currently writes a column fdrhe
Itinogn:tsh?‘tﬂgerseuouni?gdRisbcﬂg_momhs and obtain at leastP€auty salons during or afyiindanao Insider Daily ( a local daily). yta”, as she is fondly called, dreams of going to
b guired pub ter office hours, including gjgrence, and loves the color pink.

idding was effectively dis- Saturdays, Sundays, and

10% of the number for “tag
returns”, how can B&R say

pensed with, and subse: : _ holidays.

quently allowed respondent}lhzflst E%gg'r;%;)gl%]}?ﬁ?gg t(ug) The Task Force mem- MEET from page 1 WELCOME
Trinidad to successfully en- - "o -2 fricient on the Ders determine if the travel is

ter into t.he several Comraa%search study? official or not after examining Order of one-year suspensionsolute Sale or @veyance in By Bert T. Endab
for the city’s garbage collec- If a specific objective of the photos taken during themeted againsofficials of the  his favor, with the Housing

tion and disposal.” the project was to limit the operations, together with theQuezon City Governmenf2) and Land Use Regulatory] TWENTY-FOURnew

cichn?gtgmrgeesr gtl)stgir?i?]ysdtl?ﬁagging operation to skipjack Memorandum Receipts, s Erlinda Parais request Board (HLURB). Newly ap- employees, fiteen (15)
ina the ti fth J jand yellowfin tunas, how can Travel Orders, Trip TiCkets, ¢ a0 in behalf of her uncle pointed Overall Deputy Om-|  of which were lawyers
Ing the ime of theé approvalgpap say that tagging big- and other documents turnecﬁq

of the said Resolutions doeyed tuna (to increase thein by the concerned govern- odolfo H. Kahulugayfor fi- budsman Orlando C.| and nine (9) non-law-

notjustify an _exemption frpm number of tagged tunas) will ment dices. Agencies nancial assistange .by way ofCasimiro,Acting Assistant yers, from the Central
the public bidding require- o aftect the results of the found to have utilized the ve-Payment of hospitalization in-Ombudsman EvelynA. Office, the Office of
ment. research study? hicles for personal purposecurred during his confinement Baliton and Director Marlyn | the Special Prosecutor

It also noted that the

i i he said request was in-T. Galvez assisted the Om- i
Sanggunian should havesumNeXt time you face a and/or have not duly issuedl q and the Office of the

: L ptuous meal of grilled trip tickets to record the tripsdorsed to the Philippine Char-budsman in attending the re;  peputy Ombudsman
ﬁ;&&gtlyac;ﬁg&gr?diﬁxﬁgﬁg tuna belly think how much are then considered liabldty Sweepstakes Office quests/grievances raised forﬁ)_ugon completed
bidd’inpg, consi?:i/erinpg thethedgovr(]a_rn][nint hgd. spend tounder Republiict 3815Ar-  (PCS0) (3) Mr. Francisco Heads and Senior Officers of ’
huge amount it had appropri study this fish.And in case_ticle 217 (Malversation of | onez request for théssu- selected government offices

; ram for the new em-
ated for garbage collection for€ money for the PTRP Public Funds or Property),,nce of serificate to Filéc- who have been long partners 9

. roject came from &vorld i loyees from July 25 to
the years 2004 - 2005, in thegarjlkloan with huge interest, (RCeoF:jlfab(ljlfcégrgd(uif\;n%?étii—tion in courtin connection of the Office in rendering 21 3/2006 Y
total amount of P464,640,000; 1,4 placing this country ¢a| Standards for Public Offi- With his complaint against hispublic assistance who at- ’ This'isin compli-

or P232,320,000 per year geep in debt, JUST BLAME i h ho illegally en-tended the launchi
. cials and Employees). Sec. 2€phews who illegally en-tended the launching were . .
Because of these, OmyT oN TUNA Rule 14 of Smﬁibu)s Rulestered his houseafter the Chairmanand General Man- chi;vgzgrzgeo?zrgg;

budsman Gutierrez said there . . .
is cogent reason to place the Implementing Book V of the Punong Barangay allegedlyager Segio O.Valencia of the which adopted WEL-
COME, which stands

said respondents under pre- TEXT from pages Execu}iv_e Order No.292, refused to.issuethe samé) Philipping Charity Sweep-

ventive suspension. ommission oAudit (COA) Mr. Leoncito Cabalégriev- stakes Office (PCSO), Chair- for Winning Emolov-
Trinidad filed a petition . looking men r nw fol- Memo. No. 2000-120, andance against thAssistant man Benedicto Ernesto R. L Ig d% y

for certiorari before the Court, - » The text offi Sec. 361 of GovernmeAt-  eaq of the Department ofBetonio, Jr of the National | ©€S Loyalty and Com-

of Appeals (CA) for the issu- OV'Nd US- 1€ 1€ OMEET "counting - and Auditing ppjic Order and SafetyLabor Relations Commission| ~Mitmentto Office Man-

ance of demporary Restrain- frantically texted - "quick! Manual (GAAM).Task Force POS) of Quezon City Hall (NLRC), Vice President Rob- |  dates and Ethics. The

i give us more details, so we O-Plan Red Plate, headed b ) o7 . i i
ing Ol-lrgi\rlgcr)igl)(éd the CA tomay know how to help you.” Assistant Ombudsman Mark!" allegedirregularities in ert M. Agustin of the Gov- | Seminar incorporated

issue a judgment “annullingThen came the next text: “we E. Jalandoni andssistant handling traffic adjudication ernment Service Insurance EISIIISEE ongn;catign.
and setting aside the Ordeare being followed by arab- Special Prosecutor Il Caesafases; §) Mr. Bonifacio System (GSIShdministrator standsfor“Pur-

the Orientation Pro-

in immediate dangesuspi-

datedAugust 25, 2006 of re-looking men. Ds r al queda D.Asuncion, was cr_eated on]aray_s grieva_nce against aRogelioA. Dayan and Resi- suing Rgforms
spondent Ombudsman plachombers now hir in the phils April 28, 2006 by virtue of deputizedrraffic Enforcer of dent Ombudsmarna A. through Integrity De.-
ing herein petitioner underig |aunch anothr attak on dOfflce Qrder No. 06-33. SinceBarangay Pasong Putik inNacis both of the Philippine| velopment”. The semi-
preventive suspension.” s Dey now use computr then, its members from they agro forhis alleged unlaw- VeteransAffairs Office nar thus gave a

But as of this writing, eratq weapons of massOMB:ProperField Investiga- f| issiance ofa ticket for (PVAO), Vice President | sharper focus in the
the appellate court has yet t% w tion Office (FIO), and Office ; : .
" estructn.” Ooopppss, some Breach of Franchiség] Mr. Amador Montiero and Ms. | more stringent norms
act on the mayos petition. of the Ombudsman for theAI. i0G.1b 5 tfor E ia D. Dela Cruz both . .
Interior Sec. Ronaldo SCrews are loose somewhereM”itary and Other Law En- ipio G. Ibuyans request for Eugenia D. Dela Cruz bo of behavior and ethi-
Puno had sworn in Council- Still, everyone in our f5rcement Offices (OMB- alawyer_who could assm_p- of the Social Security Sys-| cal standards appli-
ors Allan Panaligan and9roup would surely agree \oLEO) have been monitor-résenthimin thecase which tem (SSS) and Ms.| cable to the officials
Arvin Tolentino asActing thatour “textlife” lends vari- jng major cities and munici- he filedagainst the Ex-Officio Lolificacion D. De Ramos of |  and employees of the
Mayor andActing Vice- ety, drama and excitementto palities within and outside Sheriff of Quezon City for fail- the Department of Education|  Office.

Mayor, respectively our existence at theARJnit.  the National Capital Region.ure to execute a DeedAb- (DepEd).
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Integrity Development and Public Accountability | OMBUDSMAN-VISAYAS Launches AhA! Primer & Ehemplo MTV
Seminars in Misamis Oriental and |||gan C|ty LAVENDER is the color of By Belle M. Quijano Fr. Alejo. It makes whistle-

the daywhen theAha! Citi- blowing not just an ordinary

By Maria lluminada S. Lapid-Viva zens’ Primer on OIC-Deputy Ombuds- reporting of some irregulari-

Whistleblowing was manVirginia P Santiago wel- ties, but more of a patriotic

TO EFFECTIVEL carry-out On the same daythe 26 barangay chairmen signi-launched in th¥isayas.The comed all the guests and pareuty of every citizen. That

the crusade against graft anthewly elected officers of the fied their statement of sup- color lavender was pur-ticipants to the launching, the whistleblower should
corruption in government and Association of Resident port to the Ombudsman Na-posely chosen to set a proand delivered a brief but di- have a noble intention when
to continue building the im- Ombudsmen in Region X tional Anti-Corruption Pro-| gender mood of royalty andrect message by remindinghe reports. One striking line
age as the peopevanguard \yere inducted to office by gram of Action (NACRA). | vigilance. the participants to be re-that FrAlejo said during his
for honestyintegrity and ef- gnB-Mindanao Officer-in- The participating lligan Cit After conducting a se- Sponsible whistleblowers, presentation was “Corrup-
flcu_ancyln public service, the Charge Deputy Ombudsmanbarangays are:Abuno, | ries of Focused Group Dis-Whenever they have an ir-tion is violence, therefore,
Office of the Ombudsman for 5401t M. Elman. The new Mandulog, Mahayahay cussions in Cebu, Bacolod'€gularity to be reported 10 those who work against cor-
Mindanao and the Regionalg ' ¢ tficers is now headedMainit, Santiago, Bagong and Tacloban, the Ehem the anti-graft Office. She alsoryption are peace-loving
Office in Cagayan De Oro Gity " a4ty * Nicanor Cancio Silang, Bunawan, Dalipuga, TechnicalWorking Group encouraged the citizenry topegple.” From his statement,
in coordirgtion with the Pro- - = . =" " e o Qenta Del Carmen, Digkilaan, composed of GIO I be vigilant on alleged anoma-ye ‘can therefore say that
vincial Government of e Ditucalan, Kabacsanar] Josephine D. Mojica, GPCO'I€S In the government be-\ye | meaning whistieblowers
isamis Ori ity Provincial Legal Officer. : A Y cause it is the only way we :

Misamis Oriental and the City ™" * ¥ 24, 2006. the Kalilangan, Luinab, Pugaan, V Vicky Roberto, GIO | Dr nly way We are people who are working
Government of lligan City nAugust 24, , the ogongor’1, San'MigueI,’ Belle M. Quijano, GlO | &N curb corruption. for peace.

conducted a series of semi-Same seminarwqush(_)p_waéQ TeresitaAngeles and Dr Two very efective Dr. RonnieAmorado, the
nar workshops on integrity Neld at the Maria Cristina Saray Suarez,Tambacan, g speakers in the launchingep o Anal National Coordi-

® - ; ; Tipanony Tomas Cabili, RonnieAmorado of the Phil- ,
development and public ac-Hotelinlligan City This was Ul:l?aldo ¥ Laya, Upper iPPine Province of the Soci—mireéﬁgﬁkﬁlgigﬂe&jfér nator presented a brief back-
countability for local govern- attended by a total of 96 Par aplanon,  Upper ety of Jesus, has finally comey " omioser of the newlydround on how the focused
ment officials. This was ticipants led bcting lligan ’ up with the Primer on Iauncheg song entitledygrOUp discussions were con-
mainly to give then an over- City Mayor Henry C. DyThe ’ 'ducted and how the Primer

Whistleblowing. The Primer «epamnlo” which sends a
view of the anti-corruption other participants present . . aims to guide those who ar p on Wh|st|eb|0w|ng came
laws, remind them of thété- were members of thefuI signing ceremonythese %eautiful message that

- willing to testify against per- Al i about. He presented the data
; ; - arangay officials declare 4 . =~ people, especially in the gov-
cal issues on corruption andSangguniang Panlungsod o heir “support and active pa ~sons involved in corruption ernment, should Ioossesé;athered, researches and the

familiarize them with proper Iligan, city department heads; . _~~"" and other wrongdoing. Themgral ascendancy and sefindings which are all found
procedures in governmentand barangay officials. Thegmpaﬂor:hln_the N'TICRt.tO launching was well attendedgood examples to the public.In the FGD Executive Report,
transactions particularly on keynote address was deliv’str?ev;/]gt(h ler)thgocgﬁclyee eby 230 p_articipants repr?'Adding excitem?nt to th? copies of which are .distrib-
procurement processes.  ered by OMB-MIN OIC- lati £ th senting different sectors injaunching of the “Ehemplo” uted to the participants.
The seminar workshop Deputy Ombudsman Elman. translation of the conver- o community such as the was the special dance numDPr. Amorado also acknowl-
for the Province of Misamis ' pyring both seminars, gence strategy under theyg|igious sectaracademe, ber presented by the Ehenfdged the significant
Oriental was held 0August e participants were given algadtt)erzhlp ofEhe Office of the y 5 th, NGOs/CPUSs, media,Dancers of the Ombudsman-<ontribution of the FGD
23, 2006 at the Pearlmont INMa ;e by OMB-MIN senior mbudsman-. government agencies and/isayas. The Spirituality of facilitators during research
in Cagayan de Oro CitThis | There was a very good employees of the Office of Whistleblowing was also exercises conducted in the

was attended by about 250na;/vr%/§r§ l\jl)cr)]dgl\iaelr?'?'gglgi turnout of participants in the the Ombudsman-¥ayas. passionately discussed byisayas.
public officials from Misamis y: seminar workshops in the cit-

Oriental, composed of mu-1¢€ of the Ombudsman, jes of Cagayan de Oro and
nicipal mayors, members of M0dule 2 - PublicAccount- jligan. The Office of the
the sangguniang bayan, pro_ablllty and Procuremen_t |S'Ombudsmar_1 in Min_dana
vincial government depart- SUES; Module 3 - Experienc-and the Regional Office ar
ment heads, barangay offi-Ng Corruption, Module 4 - thankful to all the responsibl
cials, resident ombudsmenStatutory Perspective of Cor-public servants who gav
and representatives from nafuption (Penalizing Corrup- their honest-to-goodness ef-
tional line agencies. The Hon-tion) and Module 5 - Ethical fort for the success of th
orable Governor Oscar S.Issues on Corruption. said activities.

Moreno gave the inspira- Also in lligan City the Indeed, the belief that Dr. Amorado and Fr. Alejo from PPSJand OIC-DO Virginia P. Santiago pose
tional message to the partici-participating officials, again we still can get better as jawith EHEM! AHA! Technical Working Group and OMB-Visayas FGD Teams
pants. led byActing Mayor Dy and nation still holds true. during the Aha! Primer Launching.

Tominobo and/illa Verde.
In a simple but meaning-

HONG KONG The ICAC'S strategy to fight corruption. It includes: vestigative power, apart from ruption. ICAC places equal tigation. The strong political sup-
ensure effective enforcement*Media publicity to ensure ef- the normal police power of emphasis on public and publicport was translated into financial
From page 6 consists of the following com- fective enforcement cases aresearch, arrest and detentionsection corruption. The ratio- support. The ICAC is prob-

corruption prevention review ponents: *An effective public well publicized, through press ICAC haspower to check nale is that thershould not ably one of the most expensive
and can clear any human ob-COMPlaints system to encour-releases, media conference anhank acounts, require wit- be double standard in the soci-anti-corruption agencies in the
stacle in the reviewThe suc- 29e reporting of corruption by interviews, as well as the mak-nesses to answer questions oty Private section corruption world! In 2002, its annual bud-
cessful enforcement stories alsc{nembers of the public and re-ing of TV drama series based onoath, restrain properties sus-can cause as much damage to thget amounted to US $15 per
provide basis for public educa- errals from other institutions. successful cases. *Mediapected to be derived from society if not more so than pub- capita. You may wish to multi-
tion and act as deterrence for thd CAC Nas a report centre education -use of mass mediecorruption, and hold the sus-jic sector corruption. Serious ply this figure with your own
other corrupt officials. tmh:peniesdaohni ﬁ|4 hotl)Jl_r-_ba(sjls ?nd?ommermals to encourage pub-pects travel documents t0 pre-cqprntion in financial institu- country’s population and work
3. Professional $aff ighly publicized tele-lic to report corruption; pro- vent them from fleeing the ju- 5 can cause as much markeput the anti-corruption budget
Fighting corruption is a Iphone ht(.)tllnfpfo fgclllltate pub- mote publl_c awareness to the evilrisdiction. dI\:ot.onlyt.aret they instability: corruption in con- that needs to be given to the
very difficult task, because you ic reporting. *A quick response of corruption and the need for aempowered to investigate COr- 4 iction sector can result inequivalent of Hong Kong!

2 oo i pSops /1T e s and st socen: e depton frses o i 1 i S Ersavronenr looing e A
who are probably very intelli- guire promp : errence 1o the corrupt, “>choo P enforcement on private sectoroudget from another angle-it

gent. Knawtedgeatle nd b L L o cmes whch i b v COTUpIEN a b S a3 aféepresent orly 0.3% of e on-
erful, thus the corruption fight- 9 9 P guard for foreign investment andtire Government budget or

; be called into action. *The universities. *Establish ICAC corruption.
ers must be very professional . : ensures Hong Kong maintains a0-05% of Hong Kong Gross Do-
in their jobs. The ICAC ensuresICAC adopts a zero toleranceClub to accept members who 8. Review Mechanism mestic Product (GDP). | think

: . “>policy. So long as there is rea-wish to perform voluntary work With the provision of wide eVel playing field in its busi- .

that their staff are profession- g, p)e suspicion, all reports offor the FCAC communitg// edu- investigative power, there is anNess environment. you will agree that such a srr;]all
als in their diverse responsibili- ¢ pion, irrespective of cation. *Corruption prevention elaborate check and balance sys- ~ 10.  Partnership ap-  Premium- is a most worth-
ties - the Operations Depart- ,oiher it is serious or relatively talks and ethics developmenttem to prevent abuse of suchproach whllelnvestment for a clean so-
ment has professional investi-inor i nature, will be prop- seminars to public servants andwide power One unique fea- You cannot rely on one ¢1€%: .
gators, intelligence experts Com-g 1y, inyestigated. *There is a business sectors. *Issue corrupiure is the Operations Reviewsingle agency to fight corrup- Conclusion
puter experts, accountants angeyjiey system to ensure all in-tion prevention best practicesCommittee. It is a high pow- tion. Every one in the commu- Often in the most corrupt
lawyers as their staff. Corrup-egtigations are professionallyand guidelines. *In partnership ered committee, with majority nity and every institution have COUNtries, it is possible to see
tion Prevention Departments ;4 romptly investigated. with the business sector, set upf its members coming from a role to play ICAC adopts a CSO'Tuption under control in in-
has management/technical €X*Any successful enforcement an Ethic Development Centre asthe private sector, appointed bypartnership approach to mobi-dividual government depart-
perts and the Community Rela-yjj| e publicized in the media a resource centre for the pro-the Chief Executive. The com- lize all sectors to fight corrup- MENt: It is down to the top
tions Department pools t0- 15 demonstrate effectivenessmotion of staff code of ethics. mittee reviews each and everytion together The key stra- political will of the head of de-
g.ether Qducatlon, ethics and pUb_and to deter the CorrUpt- *Organize eXhibitiOﬂS, fun- l’eport of Corruption and inves- tegic partners of ICAC include: partmentA" itneedsis t_o come
lic relations expertApart from 5. Effective Prevention fairs, television variety shows tigation, to ensure all complaints =Ciyil Service Commission; *all P With a comprehensive strat-
professionalism, all ICAC staff grategy to spread the message of cleamre properly dealt with and government departments; 9% which should embrace the
are expected to uphold a high  The corruption prevention society; and, *Wide use of there is no “whitewashing”. It gysiness community: *Pro_’three pronged approaches - de-
level of integrity and to possesSsyrategy aims at reducing thewebsites for publicity and ref- publishes an annual report, tOfessional bodies: *Civil societ- &/1eNce; Prevention and educa-
a passion and sense of missioorruption opportunities in gov- erence, youth education andbe tabled before the Legislatureio. and community organiza. 100 &1d formulate a doable ac-
in carrying out their duties. emment departments and pubethics development. for debate, thus ensuring public, " & yp oo oo %stit%tions tion plan. Ideallythere should
|CAC Strl\{es tO b.e h|gh|y pro- lic institutions through the fol- 7. Adequate Law transparency and accountabil_*M ! di d *Int ' be a dedicated internal affairs
fessional in their investigation. jowing methodology: Hong Kong has a compre-ity. In addition, there is an in- _. as‘ls me 'f(l.’ and "Interna- ynit to oversee the anti-corrup-
ICAC is one of the first agen-  *Enhance system control; hensive legislation to deal with dependent Complaint Commit- 10N&! NEWOrking. = = ion action plan and to conduct
cies in the world to introduce *Enhance staff integrity; corruption. Interms of offenses, tee where members of the pub-, - TOP political will, in iternal investigations.
the interview of all suspects un-*Streamline procedures; *En- apart from the normal bribery lic can lodge any complaint d€P€ndence and adequate re- The Hong Kong experience
der video; they have a dedicatedsyre proper supervisory checksoffenses, it created two uniqueagainst the ICAC and/or its of- SOUCesS . offers hope to countries which
surveillance team with over 120 and control; *Ensure &éiency, offenses: (a) offense for anyficers and there will be an inde- In Hong Kong, there is naye a serious corruption prob-
specially trained agents whotransparency and accountabilcivil servant to accept gifts, perdent investigation. It also ¢!€arly a top political will to jem which appear to be insur-
took surveillance as their life- ity, and *Promote stétode of loans, discounts and passagepublishes an annual report to beeradicate corruption, which en- mountable. Hong Kong'expe-
long career They also have a ethics. even if there is no related cor-tabled before the Legislature. ables the ICAC to be a truly in- rience proved that given a top
number of specialized units 6. Effective Education rupt dealings, unless specific 9. Equal emphasis on dependent agenciCAC is di- political will, a dedicated anti-
such as witnesgrotection, Strategy permission is given; and (b) of- Public & Private sector cor- rectly responsible to the very corruption agencya correct
computer foren- sic and finan- The ICAC has a very wide fense for any civil servant to be ruption top, the Chief Executive of Hong strategy and the public commit-
cial investigation. range education strategies, in orin possession of assets dispro-  Hong Kong is amongst one Kong. This ensures that thements, even the most corrupt

4. Effective Deterrence der to enlist the support of the portionate to his official income; of the earliest jurisdiction to ICAC is free from any interfer- place like Hong Kong can be
Strategy entire community as partners toor living above means. On in-criminalize private sector cor- ence in conducting their inves-transformed to a clean society



