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QC residents, school children & workers get free medical, dental & legal assistance

OMB-Mindanao

on Air
By Lyka T. Lopez

“PILOT of the airwaves, here is
my request...” That in a nutshell
is the thrust behind ‘Magtanong
sa Ombudsman’, a public service
program bannered by the Office
of the Ombudsman-Mindanao October-November 2006 /
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Meet with the

OMBUDSMAN

every third friday
of the month

from 9:00 a.m.
to 12:00 n.n.

OMB HOTLINES:
9262 (382
920-3783

Ombudsman scores double victories
with Sandiganbayan, SC decisions

Ombudsman GENERAL ":;.‘:-"'Egu. GUTIERREZ
3rd Integrity TV HON. MERT C w OFQHE PHILIPFINES

GUEST OF

Show at the
SM Mall of Asia

By Mimi S. llustre /

THE OFFICEof the Ombudsmas’
3rd Integrity TV Show dubbed
“Sing Dangal A Musical”, will take
place on December 9, Saturdagm ]
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Mall of
Asia in Pasay City It is presented
in cooperation with Explorer Pro-
ductions, Inc. andt8dio 23. Ad-
mission is free and the show is openGutierrez (center) is joined by officers and members of the Philippine Constitution Association
to the public. (PHILCONSA) at its general membership meeting at the Manila Hotel, where she was guest speaker.
The TV presentation is an Fromleft: Gov. Fortunato Aguas, Adviser Ambassador Alfonso Yuchengco, Gabriel Singson, Chairman

P . ; :.o1. Conrado Estrella, Gov. Martin Romualdez, Ombudsman Gutierrez, Ismael Mathay, President Manuel
original antl corruptlon mUSIC.al Lazaro, Justice Bernardo Pardo, Vice President Women’s Group Nona Ricafort, and James Dy.
play that will feature anti-corruption

messages through interpretative
songs, dances, dialogues and other
related activities. The musical play

@ TV SHOW - P/4

‘o The Office of the man
'J and the European Commis! m

proudly present

Do &

(A Musical)
3rd OMB Integrity TV Show
Starring: Jolina Magdangal and Special Guest Stal
December 9, 2006 (Saturday) 5:00 pm
SM Mall of Asia Center Stage.
Free Adr
e

W/ \ .

in Anti-Corruption Conference in Beijing

By Anna Maria S. Sanchez

OMBUDSMAN Ma. Merceditas N.

Gutierrez led a team of governmenProsecutor Jovencito R. Zufio,
Gn9a/

eral Meeting of the Internationalreau of Customs (BOC); Commis-

M o By Em . Wt B R

Authorities (IAACA) in Beijing Commission on Good GovernmentAgainst Corruption”.

Ombudsman

PHILCONSA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING. Ombudsman of the Philippines Ma. Merceditas N.

Ombudsman Gutierrez leads Philippine Officials

By Doren May S. Flora

THE OFFICE OF THE OM-
BUDSMAN SCORED DOUBLE
VICTORIES IN THE FIGHT
AGAINST CORRUPTION WITH
THE SANDIGANBAYAN'S CON-
VICTION OFA FORMER IMMI-
GRATION COMMISSIONERAND
THE SUPREME COUR'S DECI-
SIONTO UPHOLDA FORFEITURE
CASEAGAINST RETIRED MAJOR
GENERAL CARLOS GARCIA.

In a decision penned #®sso-
ciate Justic@eresita Diaz-Baldoz,
the Sandiganbayan Fifth Division
found Immigration Commissioner
Zafiro L. Respicio guilty of viola-
tion of Section 3 (e) of Republict
3019 (TheAnti-Graft and Corrupt
PracticesAct) in connection with
the infamous “11 Little Indians' fi-

(Photo by Manny Llanes, Manila Bulletig)sco”.

The said Indians were appre-

hended in a raid by agents of the

National Bureau of Investigation
(NBI) in a drug laboratory at Las
Pifias on July 4, 1994 and were
charged with violation of the Dan-

Office of the Ombudsman.

erous Drugéct.
A total of 600 participants from g J
officials who participated in the Dept. of Justice (DOJ); Commis-130 countries attended the said, ., requests for deportation with

FirstAnnual Conference and Gen-sioner Napoleon L. Morales, Bu-conference, with the theme
“Inter-national Cooperation for

o ; . . S : ; ._the Effective Implementation of ) . .
L S Association ofAnti-Corruption sioner Nicasio Conti, Pre5|dent|althe United Natigns ConventionAssociate Commissioners Bayani

A month laterthey filed indi-

the Bureau of Immigration, which
Respicio signed together with

M. Subido Jrand Manuel C. Roxas
occasion of the

People's Republic of China from(PCGG)Assistant Secretaiictor According to Jia Chunwang,on the
Int n f Oct. 22 -26, 2006. G. Garcia Ill, Dept. of Foreign prosecutor General of the Suprem&ommissioner's birthday party
ensirties Aside from Ombudsman Affairs(DFA); and Director Marifi Peoples Procuratorate, People's

Lifestyle Check
(LSC) Probe

By Ma. Melinda S.
Mananghaya and
Jocelyn N. Matibab

ippine delegation were Chief Stateecutor Il  Joan Paulette Nufiez

By Publication and Media
Relations Division

SINCE its inception in 2004, the Civil Service Commission

ment officials and employees forSantos, and Presidential Staff
consistent demonstration of exemOfficer Ricky Abundo.
! L ] plary ethical behaviorlt distin- awardees were rated based on qual-
Field Investigation Office (FIO), g|x distinguished public servantsguishes the performance of extraority and consistency of behavioral

TheAnti-graft court sentenced

Gutierrez, also included in the Phil-Chua, andAsst. Special Pros- Republic of China, “Our wish is Respicioof six to twelve years
BEIJING - P/5

SCORES - P/7

2006 Civil Service Dangal ng BayAward bestowed

The 2006 Dangal ng Bavan

The Awardees

Among this yedss recipients of
the ethical behavidkward is aDis-
bursingOfficer from the Department

Office of the Ombudsman, i i i i i i ;

jumpstarted the conduct of Iifestylefrom different parts of the countrydinary act or public service and theperformance, impact of behavioral ("o % Lot 204 Local Govern-
or were conferred the 2006 Civil Ser-aithful observance of the norms ofperformance, risk or temptation in-ment - Antique Provincial Ofice.

check of government officials andyjce pangal ng Bayatward, ana- conduct under Republiéct 6713 herent in the work, obscurity of thegina Caniezds expertise, borne

AWARD - P/7

employees who have accumulategiona| government recognition foror the Code of Conduct and EthicalPosition, and years of service.

assets or have ostentatiously disgyemplary conduct and ethical bestandards for Public Officials and
played wealth manifestly out of pro- payio Employees, namely: commitment to
portion to his/her incomaithin a Highlighting the 106th anniver- o plic interest; professionalism;
period of two years, the FIO has SGary celebration of the Philippine siness and sinceritv: political
far uncovered an aggregate amoungtjyi i J y: P

gareg ivil Service last Septemhethe o rajity: responsiveness to the
of more than Php1,200,000,000.00¢onferment of théward forms part public: nationalism and patriotism:
representing unexplained wealth ot the government-wide Honorcomm’itment to democracy: an(':i

several officials and employees inawards Program administered by

the bureaucracy the Civil Service Commissions'mple“V'ng'The six awardees for

The top five (5) government (CSC). By way of an annual nation-'> Y&ar bested close to 100 nomi

agencies where these officials arefyide search for outstanding publicd'€€*: _
were connected are shown belowficials and employees, the 1 ne 2006 Committee on Dangal

with the Corresponding amount in-HonorAwardS Program primar“y ng BayarAward, who deIiberatgd
volved: aims to recognize the remarkabl@n the awardees, was co-chaire
1.Armed Forces of the Philip- contributions and achievements oY CSC Chairperson Karina
pines (AFP) - Php 802 Million public servants. Constantino-David and Ombuds-
2. Bureau of Internal RevenueExemplary Conduct and Ethical man Ma. Merceditas N. Gutierrez,
(BIR)-Php 152 Million Behavior and included as members ar
3. Bureau of Customs (BOC)-

Php 132 Million presentedin collaborationwith Guillermo Carague, UP Institute o

The Dangal ng BayaAward, Commission omudit Chairman P/Supt. Sawan poses with Public Safety College President Ms. Tingting Cojuanco
' f(left) Civil Service Commission (CSC) Chairman Karina M. David and

Ombudsman Ma. Merceditas N. Gutierrez during the 2006 Dangal ng Bayan

4. Department of PublM/orks  the Office of the Ombudsmais Opthalmology Préessor and Awarding Ceremony on September 21, 2006 at the Cultural Center of the

LSC-p/7  conferred on individual govern-ResearcheDr. Evangeline Olivar  philippines (CCP’s) main theater.
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PART of the tasks of the @¢e of In February 1992, the Cente
the Ombudsman as PROTECTORvas created for the orderigxpedi-
OF THE PEOPLE is to open the eyesious and centralized processing o
of the general public to perceive aax credit and duty drawback appli-
scenario of the government machineations of private enterprises en a. Tax Crediton Raw Materials  d. Tax Credit on Domestic Capital
ery at work which may seem remotegaged in export business and e a.l Regular Tax Credit Equipment - refers to tax credit
from many of us but affects all ofable them to avail and reasonably By Nida Aveno-Gruta Scheme - Under this scheme, theequivalent to one hundred percent
us just the same. It is also a morag¢njoy their credits for taxes and registered firm is entitled to a re-(100%) of the value of the national
responsibility of the Ombudsmanduties paid on their raw materialsscam is all about, there is a need tfund on actual taxes and duties paidevenue taxes and customs duties
to guide and focus our gaze andnd other inputs used in their excomprehend certain technical termson raw materials, supplies and acthat would have been waived on
enable us to gauge, evaluate, agort products at the earliest timeTax Credits refer to tafitiuties and cessories used in the manufacturthe machineryequipment and spare
prove or disapprove the actions opossible. The highest policy-mak-internal revenue taxes A¥) paid Of the export product. Full docu-parts, had these items been im-
public officials and employees.  ing body of the Center is an Execuby an enterprise on raw materialsmentation is required. ported.

It cannot be overemphasizedive Committee headed by a Chairsupplies, and semi-manufactured a.2 Sandard Rate Scheme- 2.Tax Crediton Imported Raw
that our government derives itsman with four members. The Centeproducts used in the manufacturelnder this scheme, the firm is en{Materials Under Duty Drawback.
power from the people thru the conAdministrator is a member of the processing or production of goodditled to a refund based on an es-  The term "drawback" as used
sent they collectively give using theExecutive Committee and at thefor export or forming part thereof, tablished standard rate which is eiin the Tariff and Customs Code
ballot. Howeverto make the con- same time functions as the managesr used in government projects withther a fixed percentage of exportsneans allowing a person to "draw-
sent meaningful, our people neednh-charge of the day-to-day operaforeign funding. They also meanvalue or a fixed amount per unit ofback” or get a refund of, subject to
to know and comprehend how goviions. He is assisted by a Deputyluties and taxes paid on locally fabexport product. certain conditions, import duties
ernment functionaries perform theirAdministrator ricated or assembled machingry  Exceptfor application covering and taxes paid earlier on imported
jobs. Curiously the Center has the capital equipment and spare partdax credit claims on feeds used irmaterials used in manufacturing or

For the moment, let us focuspower to adopt and/or revise stanTax Credits are granted for net locagxported prawns, BOI registeredproducing an article subsequently
on one of the most valuable departdard usage rates (on all raw materieontent and net value earned. Fdiirms may opt for either the regularexported.
ments under the Executiveals and inputs used in export prodthis purpose, ax Credit Certifi- rate or standard rate schemes. 3.Tax Credit on Input Tax.
Branch—the Department of Fi-ucts) which shall be used for com<ate (TCC) is issued by the Centerb. Tax Credit on Net Local Content This term refers to a tax credit/
nance. Pay particular attention orputing special tax credits/duty draw- ~ Based on the foregoing defi-(NLC) - refers to tax credits equiva-refund of the input tax attributable
how the DOF One-Stop Inter-backs, motu proprio or upon peti-nition, the types ofak Credits in- lentto a percentage of netlocal conto the goods exported to the extent
AgencyTax Credit and Duty Draw- tion by concerned exporters. It isclude: tent computed as export sales leshat such input tax has not been
back Center or Center (for brevity)also authorized to accept donations. 1. Tax Credit Under Invest- depreciation of capital equipmentapplied to output tax.
had been involved in a clandestinénd included as one of its func-ment Incentive. and the value of imported raw ma- 4. Tax Credit on Government
operation and was able to pull offtions is to conduct regular pre-veri-  As part of their fiscal incen- terial and supplies and indigenousransactions.
one of the biggest financial scamsication/audit and post-verification/ tives, BOI registered firms are en-commodities. a. EO765 - grants tax credit
involving P10.6 Billion worth of audit examinations on tax credit certitled to tax credits on raw materi-C. Tax Credit on NetValue Earned equivalent to taxes and duties on
taxes due the government but nevsificates issued. als, net local content, net valugNVE) - refers to tax credit based
collected. In order to understand what theearned and domestic capital equipon net value earned calculated as ONE-STOP-P/7

& Ombudsman Gutierrez attends seminar on retudhanf assets in Lausanne, Switzerland

By Anna Maria S. Sanchez “Lausanne’land‘Lausanne Il held However the Swiss Foreign change experiences since 2001 withf disappearing government furids
on January 25-26 and November 14Ministry, in its invitation sent to a view of identifying new ground During the seminathe ministry

A TOTAL OF 38representatives 15, 2001, respectively participants recognized that “fivefor developing creative solutionsurged financial institutions and coun-
from 20 countries and international ~ Experts from justice, finance, years laterSwitzerland and many for asset repatriation cases; and 2yies to work together on tHdight
organizations participated in the 3réhnd foreign ministries of different other countries and institutionsdetermine whether current best pracagainst kleptocrats
Informal Seminar on the Return ofcountries who were present durinchave acquired significantly more extices are sufficient for ensuring
Illicit Assets of Politically Exposedthe two events conducted brainperience in dealing with the fighttransparency and accountability iNoth
Persons (PEP) in Lausanne, Switstorming sessions on a range of reagainst illicit assets of PEPs and thasset repatriation cases, or wheth

ment. These tax incentives are speralue of sales less cost of raw ma-
cifically granted for firms registered terials and components, supplies
under PD 1789 as amended by BEnd utilities and depreciation of
391, EO 226, RA 6135, and RA 5186¢capital equipment.

Aside from the Philippines, the
er countries which sent represen-
%tives to the seminar include South

zerland on Oct. 1-3, 2006. lated issues, particularly preventionchallenge of asset repatriation”. further concerted action at the in- hy b ]

The said representatives insearch, seizure, and restitution ofil-  Thus, it sent-out invitations to ternational level is needed to de-A rica, Luxgm ourg, Georgia, G(.ar—
clude Ombudsman Ma. Merceditasicit assets of PEPs. The two infor-governmental and judicial expertsfine new rules or make recommen/Many Brazil, Japan, Kenya, Haiti,
N. Gutierrez. mal seminars strengthened the pafrom different countries and inter-dations.” USA, United Kingdom, [France,

The event, more popularlyticipants commitment to achieve in- national organizations anew to par- A Swiss statement said, “theCanada, lItaly Indonesia, Peru,
known as “Lausanne IlI”, was ancreased and mutually befitingin- ticipate in Lausanne IIl. seminar was the first to include pooiChile, Nigeria, China, andkgentina.
offshoot ofthe success ofternational cooperation in this field. Lausanne Ill aimed tol) ex- countries that have been the victims * % %

Question. Answer The OMB-EMWF reinvigorated
The filing of a motion for reconsideration shall ~ Probable cause is the amount of evidence By Eric Durano Gutierrez

not bar the filing of the corresponding informatiorwhich would warrant a person to believe that in- ~reaATED by the Ofice of the Om- Order No. 279, dated 5 May 1992
in Court on the basis of the finding of the probabldeed the person has committed the charge or hasyydsman pursuant to Executivesrovides for the establishment of a
cause in the resolution subject to the motion, whabmmitted a crime being charged. Order No. 292, dated 25 July 1987Provident Fund in government

is probable cause? and Joint Resolution Nos. 1 and 1&gencies for the granting of ben-
of the FiscaAutonomy Group, the efits and loans to government offi-
Ombudsman Employees Medicatials and employees. The purpose
andWelfare Fund (OMB-EMWF) is to cater to their emergency needs,
is a pet project of then Ombudsmaifor their education or that of their
Aniano A. Desierto. Its initial children, for hospitalization or that
operations materialized by theof their immediate dependents, for
Honorable Ombudsmanbenevo- minor but immediately needed re-
lent earmarking of five (5) million pair of their houses, and for other
pesos as seed money similar purposesWith such com-
Putting up the office of the mitment to the task of enhancing
OMB-EMWF was never an easythe welfare and well-being of pub-
task. Its birth was attended by thdic servants, the Office of the Om-
first set of elective and appointedoudsman, in true spirit of the presi-
Welfare Fund Cffcers led byAtty.  dential directive, has set-up its Em-
Glenn B. del Rosario as the Chairployees Medical and/elfare Fund.
man of the Board, with Joriz I. The Rules and Regulations govern-
Casaclang, Francisco. Garate, ingthe Fund have taken effect upon
Antonio E. ValenzuelaTeresita C. its approval on 26 January 1996.

“MEET WITH THE OMBUDSMAN” Day. (Left Photopmbudsman Ma. Merceditas N. Ramirez, Frederick E. Se and Miguel ~ The medical availment package
Gutierrez greets one of the patients during the “  Meet with the Ombudsman” Day held at S. Caballero as board membersnclude: Medical Assistance
the Commonwealth Elementary School on November 24, 2006. Medical and dental health They were assisted byvelfare (RMAB) for the employee-

Fund Oficer Josd/. Beltran, Jt Eric members, Emergency Medical
Durano Gutierrez as SecretaryAssistance (REMA) extended to
Thelma P Cruz as Legal Counselthe employee-member dependents,

services were provided by the Office of the Ombudsman in cooperation with the Quezon
City Dental Association, Philippine Children’s Medical Center, National Children’s Hos-

pital and the Quezon City Health Department. (Right PhotoMedical and Dental Clinic Pedro R. Realina as tAecountant while the welfare benefits involve:
were likewise provided by the Office of the Ombudsman for the Visayas for the 14 se- and Peregrino L.B. Galario as Staffyeneral purpose loan, commodity
lected barangays in Cebu City on October 10, 2006. Officer. loan, and educational loan.

Presidential Administrative EMWF NEXT PAGE
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and DXFE, Davao City Good
News Radio.

A partnership forged in 1997,
it all started with a conversation
between OMB-MIN Director
Rodolfo M. Elman and DXFE Ra-
dio Sation Manager Pastdrnel
V. Tan.

Signing on

In 1997, when Pastofan
went on board as Station Man-
ager he toyed with the idea of
changing society with the Good
News. He says, “Initially DXFE
was purely religious, or a preach-
ing radio. Later on, we realized
that we can’'t be preaching all thepilot of the airwaves, here is my request ..... Pastor Tan and

time. We cant be isolated from Atty. Lyca are ready to take on “Mag Sumbong sa Ombudsman
real life - for how can we make a

difference?” Simply put, Pastormentagency: the Office of the Om-woman approached and thanke L -
Tan wanted to help make an impaceudsmanAnd the timing couldr’ me profusely PastorTan recalls. he above-quoted provision of the fundamental law of the Philip-

in homes, community and govern-have been more perfect. In 1997.She then invited me to eat in h pines. _ _ o _ )
ment, by bringing “Christ to the at the height of too many allegahouse, naghanda pala siya ng A complaint for illegal dismissal was filed by MBregorio

world, by radio”. tions of graft and corruption by marami. | was baffled, dahil hindi Aglipay with the National Labor Relations Commission (NLRC)
Director Elman, on the other high-ranking government officials, korin naman siya kilalaYun pala, against his employeBan Roque Power Corporation [NLRC No.
hand, wanted to bring the Office ofit was time to restore respect back/hen she was in Davao Cithe| gp_pAB 1-07-06-0157-20001]. In an Order dated February 15,

the Ombudsman closer to thdo the government service, to releard us -at ‘Magtanong sa Oy, ye "o | RE resolved the case in favor of Ayglipay and

P i udsman’, and coursed her plec?r ) ) )
g‘;oné‘?s- e)'(ise ri?\‘/)s2'011363;;3;9?:'3’*/2?3?;?3ﬁg dlfmage that has long bee]BO”he release of her veteraen-| ordered his reinstatement with backwages and damages. Conse-

ing the three provinces of Davao:  Thus, on September 1997,sion thru the program.”  Trugequently the amount of P245,246.62 was garnished from th_e BPI
Davao del Norte, Davao del Sur andMagtanong sa Ombudsman’ wassnoudh. the requestsiplea was Account of the respondent corporation and was placed with the
Davao Oriental, plus Compostelaborn. f;;ssv(\algret?{ugermupcinrselggovr:?c?r g'}'LRC depository _

Valley Province”, he says. “Italso ~ With Dire_ctor Elman at the ebratio’n ' Mr. Aglipay, as judgment creditpsought to collect the gar
helped that DXFE was not sponsohelm, the public service program™=""1 . ° w0\ o< the case of Alished amount from the NLRC. Howeydue to the frequent ab-

or advertisement-driven, thus, nonaired everyfhursday from 8:0010 b1 \who was subjected to versences of Ms. Carmela Brabante, Casldetays were encoun-
partisan.” 8:30in the morning. “In the begin- 5 51 se by a Health Officer at thdered in the payment of his claims. Thus, on March 22, 2006, he

For his part, Pastdran adds, ning,” Pastoffan recollects, "we g4yernment-run Davao Medicalsought the aid of the Publissistance Bureau AB) of the Of-

“We also wanted to get rid of thehad no callers. Direk ElIman and Icegnier . . ) .
concept of ‘IpasaDiyos na lang’,as co-anchors of the shomerely When the Pastor brought isgﬁis?;-the Ombudsman (Central Office) with the following re

or banking on God to change marfliscussed the Office of the Om-gentiments on aitthe OMB-MIN . ) L
without doing anything about it”. budsman, its functions, jurisdic- pyplic Assistance Unit sought the 1. facilitate the release of the garnished amount in his favor;
Both concur that ‘Magtanongtion, and the services it can offer”.part of the respondent-Docfovho | and

sa Ombudsman’ evolved from a vi-Months latercalls came pouring in. promptly apologized for his discour- 2. remedy/stop the habitual absenteeism of Ms. Brabante.
sion to get people involved, to letAnd the Office of the Ombuds-teous bedside manner The RAB promptly acted upon the request for assistance, and

@ them know that there is a lawman, thru DXFE, delivered. Likewise notable was the pl 3through a lettemeferred the requests of Miglipay to Chairman @
and that itis being implemented ‘I was preaching in lligan toremove a Skycable channel shaw;

and monitored by a reliable governCity at that time, where an old ONAIR-P/6 Benedicto Ernesto R. Bitonio,. &bf the NLRC.

On_May 16, 2006, C_hairmgn Bi_tonio informe_d tthBDthgt
QC residents, school children, WOIKErs (et | agans me. srabante nas been prapery adressed upon the fssu-
free medical, dental and legal assistance
during Meet with the Ombudsman day

ance of several Office Memoranda giving Ms. Brabante a warning
MORE THAN 1,500 Quezon City By Anna Maria S. Sanchez aims at providing immediate

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

absence does NOT make
the heart grow fonder

By Julita M. Calderon

“PUBLIC OFFICE ISA PUBLIC TRUST. PUBLIC OFFIC-
ERSAND EMPLOYEES MUSTAT ALL TIMES BE AC-
COUNTABLE TO THE PEOPLE, SERE THEM WITH
UTMOST RESPONSIBILITY INTEGRITY, LOYALTY AND
EFFICIENCY, ACT WITH PATRIOTISM AND JUSTICE,AND

LEAD MODESTLIVES.— ARTICLE XlI, SECTION 1, 1987
CONSTITUTION.

This is a request for assistance directed against a government
mployee who, apparentfprgot her duty to the public as stated in

for her frequent absences and requiring her to give justification for
the same.

A teacher’s Claim

residents, school children and em- assistance to common folks in

’ ; N , : By Mary Jane T. Concha
ployees got free medical, dental angs SIS, SSS and lawyers’ groupsoordination  with  different y Mary
legal assistance and were attendgglere also present. government agencies. Public School teachers are ¢

to by the team from the Philippine ; )
Charity Sweepstakes Office Government and private sec-  Because of the success of thgf the unsung heroes of tt

tor employees were given advice byrogram, Ombudsman Gutierrez an- ;
e o meraregerhoutond it Sro i b RCCUTLY (008 Despte th f
representatives from the Governind _the.”’ transactions with th_e saidOffice and its services to the differ- . g
ment Service and Insurance Systerstitutions as well as on their legaknt areas in Metro Manila, recog-c€€ds fifty students, and th
(GSIS) and Social Security Systenproblems. nizing that people from other areagheir salary is not commens
E)Sn?t)sgdgnligrg%htrgg s(g;)fgr::teo‘flvltggt“m Nto‘/_‘t?hn:rt?e'gAbegS the Sth would also like to avail of the samerate to their workload, the
eet with the Ombudsman” Day ; - L -
with the Ombudsman” Day school children of Commonwealthmedlscf?éa::ilzt‘?ggfﬁi na po ang C_h.0056 to remain in their 'p‘ Soure: MSWord Clipart)
During the 2nd "Meet with the Elementary School, Barangay Compypunta sa inyong mga lugar prSItlons out of sheer dedica- ' P
Ombudsman” Day on Sept. 15, thenonealth, Quezon City were thehindi na kavo mamasah tunggon and love for their stu-
crowd was given free medical, pe-. .. - t medical and dental ser & <ayo Mamasane pa patungs The | hat th
diatric and dental check-ups, toot ecipients of medical and dental sergito sa aming upisirfa ' ents. e leastthatt e.gov-
extraction. ECG and medicines and/IC€S provided by the government  This means that thi&vieet with | ernment can do for them is to
vitamins. Others who were seeking!0ctors and dentists from thethe Ombudsmanwill make the| make sure that the ben-
financial assistance from the Phil-Quezon City DentaAssociation. rounds of the different cities/ ogic/o0mbensation thev are en-
ippine Charity Sweepstakes Office ~ The “Meet with the Ombuds- muncipalities in Metro Manilén the | P . y
(PCSO) were given recommendatiorman” Day was launched okug. coming months. titled to are received by them.
for immediate action on their re-22, 2006. It is being held every 3rd  Ombudsman Gutierrez earlier ~ Mr. Santiago Q. Salaugon was a public school teacher at the
quei_tﬁé edical assistance Wasrl;riday of the month, when Ombudsdirected her deputies to give publidPutat Elementary School Tuburan, Cebu for many years. Under
- o oF oaman Ma. Merceditas N. Gutierrezassistance the same focus as thge prevailing circumstances, Mdalaugon was entitled to a salary
O ey e I Cootelation hersetf meets with the people seelOffice of the Ombudsmas other step increment since 2004. Not having received his claim, consid-

with the PCSO and the DOH. ; ; : ; i ‘At
g ; ing assistance from the Office of thdunctions, namely: investigation and™ " !
Meantime, during the 3rd O%budsmars PublicAssistance prosecution of graft_re|agted case£ring that nearly two years have elapsed, he sought the assistance

;'\r/l'%egtwlig' ﬁzgrg’e’ﬁgﬁgg%aﬁgureau (OMB-RB). The project and administrative adjudication. | of the Ofice of the Ombudsman fafisayas for the release of his
— long-delayed step increment, which he alleged was not attended to

EMWE  from p2 two million pesos regulariyalong The struggle have been relieve®y theAccounting Section personnel of the Department of Educa-
with the employee-members’'when the incumbent Ombudsmartion - Cebu Province.
b To ava”Othese benEfitS, mem-contribution. HOWEVQrWith the Ma. Merceditas Navarro-Gutierrez Ac'“ng on the request’ OMWisayas Ca”ed Mrs. Marites
ers must have a one yeagrowing number of the OMB facilitated the increase of the offige . :
residency requirement in the Officggmployges, and considering theontribution from two million pesos Per.alta of DepE(_j—Cechcountlng Section on March 6, 2006 to
of the Ombudsman. Dividends arehigh prices of medicines at presennnually (since 1997) to four mil- Verify the allegations of MiSalaugon. Mrs. Peralta informed the
declared annually to all membersthe total amount contributedlion pesos déctive immediately | OMB-Visayas that claims, including M$&alaugors, are already
based on the reciprocated contriand collected are insufficient Given thus this recent ince -processed and soon will be released. She also sent a copy of DepEd
butlons.' _ to gccommodate the medicative and support from the Hono "DisbursemenVoucher representing payment déf Increments
Having started in November assistance granted to membersible incumbenfTanodbayan, the

1996 with the five million pesos seedEMWF started to tighten its EMWF will continue to exist and ©f Teachers for C2004. _
money the EMWF has been receiv-belt but the problem did not stopserve the welfare and benefits of all ~ Relief having been obtained by the concerned teatttisire-
ing the annual office allocation ofthe EMWF to maintain its mandate OMB officials and employees. guest for assistance was closed and terminated.
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The following is a speech delivered by a young law- \/i i _ i
yer during the Flag Raising Ceremony of the Office of OMB-V ISayas conducts Medical-Dental Clinic

the Ombudsman on October 30, 2006. SA&ys Ruth By Leny Lim-Manolong
LauraA. Mella, a Graft Investigation and Prosecution

Officer from the Preliminary Investigation&djudica- | |N LINE with the project of the Honorable for medical and dental assistance overshoot
tion Bureau - E of this Office. She studied law at th@mbudsman Ma. Merceditas Navarrothe expected numher

San Beda College aAdellano Law Foundation, gradu- Gutierrez, dubbed as “Meet with the Om-  Twelve (12) medical doctors, five (5) den-
ated in 2001 and passed the bar the same yghe| Pudsman”, which primarily aims to bring theists, ten (10) nurses and BHWs (Barangay
landed her first job as a lawyer with the National B2MB closer to the people, the Office of thejealthWorkers) from the Cebu City Health
reau of Investigation and transferred to the Court gf"pudsman-isayas conducted a medicaloffice andvicente Sotto Memorial Medical

L : ental clinic right at the Ombudsmaiis®yas center selflessly volunteered their services
Appeals before joining the Office of the Ombudsm 8Brounds, M.\¢lez $.,Guadalupe, Cebu City tg attend to the )r/1eeds of the patieAtgen-

in December 1, 2005. on October 10, 2006 from 9:00 o'clock in thg, ;s quantity of medicine was provided by
morning up to 12:00 noon. the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office and

A Message to the PUbIlC Servants Beneficiaries of the _prOJeCt came fror‘qhe Department of Health. Likewise, a trailer
14 selected barangays in Cebu CHBach L . . ! .

UTOPIA IS DEAD. In the man yet | did nothingAll | analogy it is as if | want to| barangay was asked to endorse 10 reside}jfy! cONt@ining special diagnostics equip-
field of government service, did was, | stood up and of-say that the President of thewho were in need of immediate medical and"'t Was provided for advanced dental ex-
there is no place for perfec-fered my seat to the old manphilippines is ideally the dental attention and endorse their names qgunatlons.. ) , .
tion and idealism. This is my and, goodness gracious, thaglave of all slaves. the office through a council resolution. Such 1€ activity has not only met its objec-
story: was all I thought | could of-  But reality stings! It| initiative was so thought of to ensure thdive of bringing the OMB closer to the people,

| was once sent by my fer. | felt totally useless. bites. The ordained servantsfamilies and individuals recommended argxtending to them one of the basic services
mother to one of the City  Isn'tit that | was taught have metamorphosed intothose who really needed the assistance, fié@y needed from the government, but it has
Halls in Metro Manila to get in law school the “nowhere mastersWithin the palm of from any trace of political biases, as it wags well strengthened the bond among OMB-
her senior citizens’ card. can you find” principle that their hands depend the life@n outcome of a consultation among tHélS employees who worked hand in hand,
Upon reaching the room says “sovereignty resides inof the Filipino people who are members of the councils. The 240 patieniBwyers and non-lawyers alike, in making the
where these cards were bethe people and all govern-shedding blood to pay thie (mostly women and children) who came uproject a worthwhile undertaking.

ing processed, | was adviseqnent authority emanatestaxes in order to feed the

by one of the male guardstrom them.” How foolish of bellies of these undeservi g 'V SHOW fom page 1
there to fgll inline. So 1did. e to have forgotten that.public servants.
While waiting formy turn, an a4 | remembered that, I There was once an in-is part of the Ombudsma’ which is an activityunder ties, like the “Integrity Devel-

old man came in and ap-q 4 have warned these unstance in a Court when mygoal to promote public aware-the European Commission- opment Review (IDR)”,
proached one of the lady at-yeserying public servants offriends and | were about toness of its anti-corruption Office of the Ombudsman“Ehem, Ahal Program”,
tendants there and askedy i miggeeds. get-in in an elevator when acampaign. It also aims to (EC-OMB) Corruption Pre- “Meet with the Ombuds-
why was his name not in- =y " gear  friends, male security officer came toengage the public in the fightvention Projectscoincides man”, “O-Plan Red Plate” and
cluded among the list of the, . o1er e like it or not, we stop us and said “sasakay|sfgainst corruption. with the worlds commemo- NACPA activities. The win-

ﬁ,pg:f:sr}ignggfdd t?;icf;éeare just servants. When weJustice ‘so and so'. Sa kabila A unique theatrical ren- ration of December 9 as theNing posters of the Multi-
' Y, dition of anti-corruption United Nations International Event Competition - On-the

. took our oath of office, we na kayo sumakayl admit | i
attendant, who | think was . i i ; Spot Poster Making Contest
( » W ; . imessages, the 3rd IntegrityAnti-Corruption Da: p aKing
just pretending to be busy>"°'® that we will serve the have two big eyes, but min g gry P y s and other activities of the

; TV Show will feature talented Highlight of the show i
that time, just looked at thepeople_, our suppo;ed maSyou,\{wth what | heqrd,these q tessional artists like the | 9 E t the oMB EC-OMB Corruption Preven-
: ters, with zeal and sincerity two big eyes grew biggemy | 2nd professional artists likethe launching of the : : , g
old man and then continued . Jolina Magad | Moni Lifesvtle Check Hotline No. fion Project will also be dis
_ , A question to ponder uponjaws dropped with amaze-J°lina Magdangal, Monique Lifesytle Check Hotline No.
with her work. Having felt ’ ! ) PP Wilson, Robert Sefia, Isay 927-4102 and 927-2404. ThePlayed. The artworks are the
i _is, are we really serving ourment and | really felt over; ' >on: RODEIL S€NA, Isay I /-410s and 2 /-24ua. 1he : | of
rejected, the old man ap y °' Alvarez, TessieTomas, Jef- OMB Lifestyle Check contestants® portrayal o
proached another lady atten/Nasters, the people? It haghadowed by his towerin trev Hidaloo. Baverly Salvisio Hotline is desianed 1 their personal sentiments
dant, who was then, appar"OW become a perennialand skyrocketing arroganc rey Hidalgo, Beverly Salviejo Hotline is designed to gen-

‘and other artists to beerate active participation of about the evils of graft and
ently taking her breakfast. HePl@gue in our system of gov-Mr. Justice ‘so and sowit- P P @

: . complemented by sterling the public in the conduct of corrupt|on and how that'af-
asked her the same questiorf’nment service that publichessed how weere treated cast that will aive life to the lifestvle check. and o bro- fects the lives of the Filipino
“why’s my name not in- officers and employees con-by his securit officer butdid "2 1’ & Bue B O LS HEVE FEEE S 2 BT youth and “common-tao in
cluded in the list?” The 2nd ceptualize their assumptionnothing. He went inside th gﬁgrafresh s’ in onthé Cen-where information of unex- general. _ _

lady attendant, undauntedin office as a means to be-elevato_r and acted as if P Studio 23 will telecast
but obviously irritated, told come bosses. Public officialsOWns it. In ny honest

ter Stage of merging anti-cor- plained wealth of government e stage play on December
the old man to wait and thenand employees are virtuallyOPinionmy dear friends, all o

ruption design and Filipino officials and employees cany2 2006 (Tuesday) from
proceeded with her meal,  catapulted and bestowed!S OWn that elevator becau deelings or nuances to betterbe reported. 10:00t0 11:30 p.m.

! ” a part of our salaries wereProject the story to younger The OMB presentation The show is a follow-u
Ladies and gentlemen, Iwith powers not to becomedo?ed out to build it. generations and theater enwill also include an exhibit of to the successful May 12,
was just a junior law studentpowerful bu't to becomg a Ladies and gentleme thusiasts. OMB'’s anti-corruption pro- 2006 2nd Integrity TV Show
then. | didn’t have yet themore deserving and efficient, .~ - trying to point out  The stage play iswrit- grams at the Center Stagehat featured the Grand Fi-
guts to defend the old manslaves of the people. hereis, ideallypublic ofic- | ten by widely acclaimed Theatets entrance lobby nals of theAnti-Corruption
from the mongrels of govern-  The higher the rank, the o5 and employees like youscriptwriter Ricky Lee under Among the exhibits that will SongWriting Competition
ment service. It was such agreater the responsibility the overall direction of Elson be displayed are posters deheld atTeatroAguinaldo
disgrace. | pitied the old Applying the principle by MESSAGE P/7 | Montalbo.TheTV Show picting OMB's current activi- a.k.a.AFPTheater

.

Let the Numbers Speak! | recemezorcommues mur were sevesronees |

( Courtesy of the Philippine Informatidwency) e s 2000 :

Local Govt. 5 T

“We ate winning the war Permits of Heeness

Payment of

against corruption” aricn

No Bribes Asked

! ! ! ! i

PERCENTAGE OF COMPANIES THAT WERE ASKED FOR BRIBES
for government transactions

" | ) I " (|

In 2005, fewer companies were asked for bribes to facilitate transactions.

Social Weather 2000 2001 2002/2003 2003/2004 2005 "] . T i
Stations Surveys NCR NCR NCR NCR+C/D  NCR+4 areas This is a clear indication that corruption is declining.
60

| 1 =;\\‘\ . OMBUDSMAN CONVICTION RATE
_ 40 k\‘”\ ) AT THE SANDIGANBAYAN
30 Terminated Disposed cases I

| - after trial resulting in conviction
20

10

0 i |

—&— | Local Govt. Permits or Licences

—#—| Payment of Income Taxes L

—aA—| National Govt. Permits or License

I In 2005, 33% of cases decided in the Sandiganbayan were won by the Ombudsman.
' ' Only 16% were won in 2001. This reflects gains in the war against corruption.
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The Book of Genesis EheM! AhA! Under Fire

By Rudiger G. Falcis By Cynthia V. Vivar & Editha D. Dizon By Mary Susan S. Guillermo

The Sin of Corruption A spark of hope Grave Misconduct,
People say corruption is everywhere. In government. In in the darkness Abuse Of Authorlty

business. In media. In the private sedimen in the Church.

It has become so widespread that some say it has become aThe EHEM!AHA! Cul- We encouraged him to ENRIQUE E. LOZADAwent to the Office of the Ombudsman
part of life. tural Sensitivity Seminar in complete the four moduleto file an administrative case against Punong Barangay
It could probably be true. In fact, we can trace the begifta. Maria, Bulacan held lastseminar and see if it couldMichaelito L. Benoza of Barangay Marula&lenzuela City

nings of corruption to the time &lam and Eve, as given in September 7 and 8, 2006 athange the sense of hopefor withdrawal of Lozada's appointment as Lupong

the Book of Genesis: the Municipal Hall Building lessness he felt in combatTagapamayapa member for failure to comply with the proce-

Genesis 3:1-5 proved to be a refreshing andng corruption at his level. dure in Section 7 (c), Rule IV of the Katarungang Pambarangay
The Fall of Man. Now the serpent was the most cuninsightful experience for ev- After the seminarwe were Rules.

ning of all the animals that the Lord God had made. Tiegyone. able to talk to him again and  The respondent in his answer denied the charges and

serpent asked the woman, “Did God really tell you not to eat The team headed by Di-that time he was not angryclaimed that complainant was given a chance to explain his

from any of the trees in the garden?” The woman answer@gtorWilbert L. Candelaria anymore. He was even thankside; that he informed the complainants repeated absences

the serpent: “W may eat the fruit of the trees in the garde®f PACPO-Luzon was gladly ful to us for having this kind and warned him of termination of appointment if he contin-

itis only about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the gardevelcomed by Municipal of seminar and advised us tales to incur absences and despite the resposdsfitioni-

that God said, '8u shall not eat it or even touch it, lest yoMayor Jesus Mateo and wasonduct it for the higher offi- tion, complainant absented himself several times.

die.” But the serpent said to the womanotivcertainly will participated in by Depart- cials. Respondent also alleged that majority of the Lupong

not die! No, God knows well that the moment you eat of inent Heads and Chairmen  The change in his man-Tagapamayapa members gave concurrence to the termina-

your eyes will be opened and you will be like Gods whisom different Barangays in ner of speaking was quite no-ion of complainans appointment.

know what is good and what is bad.” ( Namerican Bible ) Sta. Maria. ticeable and we concluded In their position papers submitted, they dwelt to the
The title of Chapter Il in the Book of Genesis saysitall:  The seminar which aimsthat we had instilled in him issue whether there exists substantial evidence of facts and
"The Fall of Man". to make people become mor&ome hope and a more posieircumstances for which the respondent should be held ad-

The succeeding passages in Genesis tell us the cuis®elved in fighting corrup- tive outlook.We hoped at the ministratively liable.
brought upon man because of the corruptioAddm and tion at the individual, group end of the dayhe realized that The evidence presented show that the respondent with-
Eve by the devil, in the guise of a serpent. and institutional levels was we needed someone like hindrew the appointment of the complainant without the benefit
In our own experience, no less than two Philippingidely appreciated by theto set an example for his con-of notice and hearing. The concurrence of a majority of all
Presidents have been ousted from power because of corRagticipants, judging by their stituents; that there are stillLupon members to sign\ithdrawal ofAppointment does

tion. enthusiasm in joining the dis-honest officials and employ- not suffice, still it disregarded the complainant to exercise
Indeed, corruption is a sin. Or have we forgotten thatgtission. ees in the government withhis rights and privileges for his own protection.

is s0? At the beginning of the principle, sense of honorand  For failure to observe the proper procedure in withdraw-

Then perhaps we should be reminded of some ofigine seminay a jaded Barangay dignity existing out there who ing the appointment of complainant, respondent was found

Commandments: Chairman emotionally aired are doing their best to make ayuilty of simple misconduct and was meted the penalty of

“You shall not steal. his grievance and disillusion- difference. three (3) months and one day (1) suspension from office

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor mentin the political system, We must realize that to without pay

You shall not covet your neighbor's house.” particularly because of thebe able to move forward, we

( Exodus 20: 15-17) incidence of corruption heought to begin with our-
In my readings on corruption, | have discovered an ingiersonally witnessed. Heselves. It's like lighting a small

sive definition thereof in the Encarta Dictionamhich was even vowed not to run for anycandle in the darkness; it's a Sexual HaraSh ment,

supposed to cater to people in the computer field, yet wg@vernment post at nextsmall light but it's better than =

very provocative in its sta’?ement: P Y year's election. He bravelyhaving to feel your way in the ACtS Of L&SClVlousneSS
Corruption emphasized the need tdaark.After all, as Mahatma A laint of Ih tand/ ts of lascivi

corruption (ka rixpsh'n/ (plural corruptions) noun change top officials in order Gandhi once sajd We must compiaint of sexua harassment ancyor acts ot 1ascivious-
1. dishonesty for personal gain: immoral ani®r the government to movebe the change you wish to se ness was filed with the Office of the Ombudsman against

L > ’ : X . polinario S Asuncion, Revenue Security Guard Ill, Bureau

dishonest exploitation of power for personal gain forward. Otherwise, he felt inthe world. It's really all that of Internal Revenue Region No. 5, JRC Building, Malinta
2. depravity: extreme immorality or depravity that there was no bright fu-simple, yet it makes a wholey51enzuela City ’ ' ’
Some people think that corruption only involves stealure for all of us, including lot of sense. It can probably  complainant averred that on September 7, 2004 at about

ing from the cofiers of government. But that is not tréey  the next generation. change the world. 5:00 o’clock in the afternoon, she was at the 3rd floor of JRC

abuse of dfce or position, dishonestyr depravity com- Building to punch out her time card when the respondent

mitted by a person with power or authorfgr personal gain, BEIIn suddenly poked his finger at complainartiuttocks. Irked

constitutes corruption. j g from page 1 and embarrassed by what the respondent did, she ran after
Now that we know that corruption is a sin, then what do him and hit him with an umbrella and shouted “Bastos”.

that IAACA should develop as a platform for wide-ranging  The complainant narrated other incidents like in 1994
result-oriented cooperation between national jurisdictiomghen respondent allegedly touched her breast; in June 2004
Free will. in the fight against corruption, with particular emphasis amhen respondent touched her arms and tried to reach her
Choose good, not evil. Choose God, and not the de ‘evention strategies”. Durlngltht.a con_ferenqe, Ombudsnia_rreast; and irAugust 2004 when respondent suddenly
Yes, it is dificult. But the promise of eternal reward is f‘,;gutlerrez repo_rted that the Ph|||pp|ne.s is making headwaytouched her buttocks. ' .
greater than all the riches the world has ferof Iits batt!e against gral_‘t and corruption through the passage Respondent denied the acts attributed to him anq a]-
For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole WOI’E certam_laws: RepublApt 9160 (Antl_—l.vlo.ney Laundering leged that he and the complainant were, prior to the inci-
| hi Lin th (MK 8-36 NKJV w), which made it easier for the Philippine government tents, very close to each qthéi’omehme in July 2004, for
butloses his soul in the process?( : ) track down ill-gotten wealth and RA 9184 (Government Pronknown reasons, complainant distanced herself from him
curement Reformct) which streamlined bidding proceduresand reacted negatively on his brotherly and joyful greetings.
Ombudsman Gutierrez also updated the other delegates He argued that the acts complained of were done by him
Ramon Sawan: Dangal Nng Bayan on other programs being undertaken by the Philippine Owithout any malice at all and uttering of wholesome jokes do
budsman like the creation of the Field Investigation Offiggot amount to sexual harassment as defined under Section 3
By Laurrie Layne P. Cristobal (FIO) which was patterned after the Operations Departm@iitRepublicAct No. 7877 According to the respondent, an
(Materials provided by The Public Affairs Office, DILG) of Hong Kongs Independent Commissidwainst Corrup- administrative case filed against him by the complainant was
tion; the Integrity Development Review (IDR) Project whicklismissed by the Committee on Decorum and Investigation
POLICE Superintendent Ramon Galas Sawan received iBi@ Systems integrity-based corruption prevention projé¥tBIR Revenue Region No. 5 after a thorough investigation.
year's Dangal ng Bayakward in a simple ceremony at th@nd the Ehem!Ahal Program, a mechanism for whistleblowirlgwas held that there was absence of lewd design in view of
Cultural Center of the Philippines on September 21, 2006. However the countng anti-graft chief admitted thatthe mannemplace and time under which the acts complained

Supt. Sawan is the Regional Training Director of the Ph#tthough the Philippines has done much in the way of arfgt were done.

- i i e ruption reforms, anti-corruption efforts therein are still The responderg’ acts, howevethave caused annoy-
ippine Public Safety College (Regional Training School 10);%er diffused and uncoordinated”. ance, irritation, vexation, torment, distress or disturbance

Cagayan de Oro CityHe is the first Policeman recipient o : ; i
sucgh leard H P According to her this is the reason for the creation 01[0 the rg'”dt of the Ic:omplzit!nant, and her positive dec(;ara—
: . _ the NationaAnti-Corruption Program ofction (NACRA),  tions and categorical assertions were given more credence

The Dangal ng Bayafward or the Outstanding PUb“C}[O converge the anti-?:orruptio%l efforts of t(he follo)win r belief, as against the bare denial of the respondent. Hence,
ServiceAward is conferred on a governmentficial or em- he Honorable Ombudsman approved the recommendation
ployee for his/her consistent observange of one or mor for prosecution before the Metropolitan Trial Court of
?iﬁllog;q%notr;ns of col?duct, as ﬁ:OV&d%d ur;dcer Rdepub %ss media and international development partners. Valenzuela Cityfor unjust vexation.

ct NO. » otherwise known as the Code of Conduct and \ oo nyhile, the Senate has ratified the United Nations

Ethical Standards for Government Officials and Employegg;,yentionAgainst Corruption (UNCAC), making thefour pillars for an effective campaign against graft and
Commitment to Public Interest; Professionalism; Justness piglippines, the second Southeasian country and the corruption: preventive measures directed at both the public
Sincerity; Political Neutrality; Responsiveness to the Publigih Asian country to ratify the UNCACThe otherAsian and private sectors; criminalization of a wide range acts of
Nationalism and Patriotism; Commitment to Democracy; agéuntries which have ratified the instrument were China, $0rruption; international cooperation in every aspect of the
Simple Living. Lanka, Mongolia and Indonesia. fight against corruption; and asset recovery of the fruits of
Supt. Sawan is indeed a paragon of these norms. In fact,voting 17-0, the Senate ratified the Convention, whiatorruption.
he has received numerous awards/recognitions attestingiti@duces a comprehensive set of standards, measures anddmbudsman Gutierrez says, “UNCAC sends a clear
his exemplary public service. In his work, he is guided lyles that all countries can apply to strengthen their legaéssage to all that there is no more safe haven anywhere in
SAWAN P/8  and regulatory regimes to fight corruption. UNCAC outlinethe world for corrupt officials to hide their illicit assets”.

we do? Is there a solution? Is there a remedy?
Yes.The solution lies in each and every one of us.

raups: Executive agencies, Congress, Judic@opstitu-
iNal Commissions, business sectvil society groups,
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The Essence of Character

By Cynthia V. Vivar

“Gr eat ambition is the passion of a grat character

Those endowed with it may perform very good or very|

bad acts.All depends on the principles which diect
them.”

-Napoleon Bonaparte-

They say power tends to corrupt and the hunger

power stems from one's ambitions. Whether it be at

government or private sectdk man is driven by ambir practical exercise of human2006 FilipinoValues Month Started with the visit to th

tion and along with that ambition, they nurture their se

of reputation. Howevereputation is only a perception,achieving individual and na-8th Congress coinciding ("oW Lingua Universidad

an image..character is the real thing. It propels a
man to the height of greatness.

People grow through experience and that is how ¢
acter is built. Setbacks and failures do not determine
strength of a person but how he overcomes and fi
against the odds that matters and that is called charzg

Character is an essential quality in our governm

officials and political leaders for they are in the realm dfA

power As GeogeWashington once saitl-ew men have
virtue to withstand the highest bidder”. In that vein,
we can say the future of the nation depends on the ¢
acter of our political leaders.

As the saying goes]f you want to test a man’s
character, give him power”. A man with a weak char
acter would tend to abuse the power given to him;
would have no qualms to destroy every existing stan

of morality simply because he could not handle pov g

Power can be an aphrodisiac... intoxicating and thrilli
To have character one must have principles to s
for, principles, which a man must not only profess
also practice, that gives him integrifyhe integrity to do
the right thing even when no one else is looking.
If only we have more leaders who have chara
than just being image oriented. Image can be bought,

ask all those Public Relations Offices and Image Cogncge

sultants whom politicians and celebrities pay lots of mo
to help them improve their image or for damage con
every time their reputation goes awry

Just think what a wonderful world this would be
our leaders would show that strong character coupled
with courage and decencyqualities that do not pos-

sess a price tagQualities that matter to give this ”ationRepublic which retraces thePepartment of Interior and

An Official Publication of the Office of the Ombudsman with Funding Support from the European Commission

*

INTEGRITY WAFZH
October-November 2006

ON AIR from page 3

ing lewd images, albeit dis-
torted, under the pay-per-view
program. ‘I took the matter to
the Sangguniang Panlungsod,
citing a City Ordinance barring
THE MORAL Recovery Pro- monuments, edifice andthe airing of pornographic im-
gram Officers Foundation, National and Global Struc- churches such as the famguages, clear or distorted, on the
Inc. (MROFI) is arAssocia- ture for Transforming and Cathedral and Bishop's Resi-broadcast media.”  He also
tion of trainers and graduatedJnifying Leaders and Citi- dence at Bishop's Hill, and complained to the National
of Moral Recovery Programzens. The 3rd of the series irthe Church of th¥/ictorious | Telecommunications Commis-

Moral Recovery Program Officers Foundation In
(MROFI) took five days Pilgrimagé&\orkshop in
Litomerice, Czech Republic

By Lulu L. Estonanto

MRP), a movement which 2006 to date, the PilgrimageVirgin Mary and the Chap
th& nation-building through servance of the Novemberhistorical tour at Litomeric
ns@lues in daily lives in culminating in the MROFI Technical Secondary Scho

tional goals.A non-stock, with the celebration of the Where Blumentritt taught an
non profit, SEC registeredAndres Bonifacio Day30 later was a DirectpRack Ho-
Organization which aims to November 2006. tel and Salva La Guard
hafistitutionalize the mecha-  This Czech Republic Where Rizal stayed, th
th&m for creative, critical-ten- workshop fulfills the expec- - \0SKovice Chateau (summ
ghgien  management towardsations raised in the 2005"0uSe Of the Royal Family
addividual,  (KABUUAN)  photo text publication of Dr 16th century Lobochovic

eftrganizational consolacion RAlaras, UP - ;
PAMATHALAAN) and so-  professor and MROF Chair—;?;EZIQa'\ger;OHrZEZe%S?p(
cietal (SAMBAYANIHAN)  nherson, entitled “The Filipino Prague Theygvisited Praq
transformation to IMprove garth Charter Pamathalaancagle Charles Bridge, ar
‘hthe quality of life for a_II Fili- ng Bayan”. This publication e OIéTown Square, wher
"Binos through passion forseryed as the participation ofg,  glumentritt spent hig
excellence from spiritually pr Ajaras in the Earth Char childhood days and Riza
guided leaders and empowse  Eyent inAmsterdam stayed during his visit t
ered development stewardsyetherjands graced by HercCzech (with marker for recod
Ha1is organization has beer\,ajesty Queen Beatrix. This nition) and lastly at the Phil
jgfexistence since 19%%‘. Thehoto text publication also ippine Embassy
ver th(ZFlril\?iIZ rg?eewmr:acétr':g_anticipgted the v.isio.n of Dr A special tour for the
Ngted C?orrup?ion Prevention‘]ose.Rlzal and his fr_|end Dr group at the Plosk_ow_c
taggit (CPU) of the Office of Ferdinand Blumetritt for a Chateau,whe_re the knightir
: moral and spiritual Filipino of Mayor Ladislav Chlupag
bube Ombudsmaniccredited Civilization, and the concept by the Knights of Riza
jast 31August 2006, 1S C- o oy a) politics associ- Supreme Commander i
creditation shall be valid forated with the former Czech Europe, MrLino Paras, took

-téY pe&?g;?niﬁl))ygﬁzlz President andirtist Vaclav Place. It was also the site
Havel.

JY$FOMERICE EXPERI-

ney In coordination with the X
tr@imbassy of the Czech Repub('—\j/lilqu?;le r?{flczrg\f/r:rr?m :ehn?
lic in the Philippines, the ) ._City, and Dapitan City
iIMROFI, undertook the five- 29€Ncles such as the Offlcel\/layor Ladislav Chlupac an
day 9-13 October 2006, Moral ©f the Ombudsman, DepEd, i jos
2 o ’ Youth Leaders from the prov- M2Y0r Dominador Jalosjos
Recovery Pilgrimaggork- -0 -CRC8 1T ProV= aspectively The funfilled
shop in Litomerice, Czech!NC€ Of Rizal an aangas,night of historical music an
dance was graced by the ¢

the sense of perspective and direction it so badly needgflir-day meeting of Rizal andL0ocal Government, and Lo- (¢icials of Litomerice, Phil-
On this note, | can wrap it up with an insightful quot@lumentritt in Litomerice and cal Officials from Dapitan jnine delegation from Bel
from Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the Uniteghe impact of this meeting onCity and from Far Eastem giym, and the media. Th

States, which goes:

“l desire so to conduct the affairs of this admin-
istration that if at the end, when | come to lay down
the reins of power | have lost evey friend on eatrth,
| shall at least have one friend left, and that friend
shall be down inside me.”
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Education, Governance, DeJniversity. event was featured in the |
velopment and Diplomacy The group was greetedcy) daily

The goal of the delegation isPy the traditional bread and |y petween tours, th
two fold: to finalize the mod- Salt welcome at thtown Hall.

ules for the Philippine The five-day historical pil- Guada for the discussion
Academy implementing thestarted with the tour to the 2006 MROFI 8th Conven

dent Gloria Arroyo to Blumentritt met. The flower Gathering of the Rizal Eart

ery Program of previous ad-tel Salva Guarda, then to thetalks on Education and Ec

, Ark of the Covenant Blumentritt's Grave. The ‘Jose Rizal,
Dambana ng Bayan as theyroup visited the century old MORAL P/8

*gﬁ:' LN R
J TR
- 0 77 A v

The MROFI delegates during the Pilgrimage: (  1strowfrom leftMa. Marcrina Teano (DIL
Esmeralda Balita (Dela Salle, Lipa: Alemarlou (LGU, Dapitan City); 2nd row- Mayor Co
(Dapitan City); Dr. Consolacion Alaras (UP); Rosalinda Abdon (Lupon, Valenzuela); Ma.
(FEU); Vice Mayor Patrix Chan (Dapitan City); Zenaida de Vera (DepEd); 3rd Row-E
(Rizal descendant); Dickson San Juan (SK Pres., Mpr@sg)from the Chapel of the Infant J
PragueEsperanza Balita (Councilor, Mabini, Batangas); Lourdes L. @fioceartb theOmbuds

‘ NewsLet oct 3.pmd 6

man);Ma. Gentrix P.Nanez (Phil. Embassy, Czech Republic)
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o

flms to mobilize all Filipino is in preparation for the ob- of Baby Jesus in Prague. The!

the historic signing of the gmiles.
The delegation headedSecond Sisterhood Covenanivith

by Dr. Alaras, comprised of between the Philippines andOmbudsmars  graft

Czech Republic, representédion programs, DXFE has also

by the Mayors of Litomerice begun airing the ‘Mare-Pare

group stayed in Hotel Salva

Executive Order 314 of Presi-place where Rizal andtion, the 2007 Philippine

| sion, which agency seemingly
emmed and hawed on the sub-
ject matter “Ifinally voiced
my concern as a parent
regulating my childres’ TV
time over ‘Magtanong sa Om-
budsman’, and not long after,
the National Telecommunica-
tions Office issued a Cease
aand Desist Order against
Skycable.” He sighs gratefully
er‘Now | can rest easy when my
,kids watchTV, thanks to
» ‘Magtanong sa Ombudsman’.”

Chateau, and the famoyisMost requested

In 1999, DXFE Good
fNews Radio was awarded the
A Most Outstanding Corruption
CPrevention Unit in Mindanao
dfor its valuable contribution in
P the field of graft prevention
and public assistance, thru
|l ‘Magtanong sa Ombudsman’.
D Starting off as a public service
- program linking the Office of
- the Ombudsman to the people,
DXFE has now begun to ini-
tiate collaborative efforts with
- the launch of 'OPLAN Red
gPlate, ‘po’, a pro-active and
courteous spin-off of the
Ombudsmars aggressive
OPLAN Red Plate program,
Nto ay isang magalang na
pagpuna sa mga kawani ng
Dfgobyerno. Paalala lang,” he

Last July in line
the Office of the
preven-

series’, a sequence of
4 informercials and radio plugs
on the various laws affecting
" public officials and employ-
y €es.
Featuring a “Mare” and
Ypare” reminiscent of the aver-
age Filipino, the 30-second ra-
r dio plugs emphasize the ele-
€ments of the crimes committed
D-by public officers, and what
any ordinary Filipino can do
e about it.
Now on its ninth year,
s, Magtanong sa Ombudsman’ is

Pamathalaan Earth Chartegrimage workshop formally planning workshop for the Playing the public requests

better than ever'We're blessed

to have very vigilant program
listeners, who call and text to
report wrongdoings of their lo-

o v T

strengthen the Moral Recov-offering ceremonials in Ho- Charters Educators, and., oficials. We indorse these

Prequests to the Ombudsman,

ministrations; and to plan fortown wall in Blumentritt Park nomic concern of Czech Re-who promptly takes action,”
the 2007 Philippine Gather-where Rizal's bust and memo-ublic. No other than the fg- pastorTan reports.
ing of the Rizal Earth Charterrial plaque were both con-mous author of the Czeghother hand, just as many listen-

Educators establishing thestructed and finally at and English versions of ers go on air at ‘Magtanong sa
FerdinandOmbudsman’ to commend pub-

“On the

lic officials for a job well
done.” Competent OMB-MIN
Graft Investigation and Prosecu-
tion Officers Joy Rubillar-
Arao, Eline Esparagoza-
Haw, Zuleika T. Lopez and
Marco P Buena complete the
line-up of co-anchors who take
turns with Director Elman, and
go on board everyhursday
from 8 to 8:30 in the morning.

In sum, Pastofan closes,
“Magtanong sa Ombudsman
has made a positive difference
in peoples lives, be it a re-
quest for assistance ,sambong
or simply a commendation for a
good job. It has gotten the people
involved, lured them away
from their indifference, to make
a difference.”

5); As the song goe$PRilot of

wga% ‘?ifovgaoves, here is my
FSQUESL o1 Fve been listening to

T% %W%ﬁthe radio, and you

MEEEen MRYSSfriend to me.”

ESUS, Nine years and counting,
‘Magtanong sa Ombudsman’ is
a friend indeed.

H B = HEN
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SCORES from page 1 Position; 3)Address ; 4Al-  this money could have been

imprisonment for the graft Sandiganbayan is correct in€98d Properties of the per-spent for numerous govern-
charges and another sixdeclaring the motion as aS0n complained of (type of ment projects to uplift the liv-
months to six years and one‘mere scrap of papgshould " 1i¢/€S, location of real ing conditions of the poor
day imprisonment for sepa-not be accepted for filing, propertles,detﬁ:l)(,j 5) Narrr:e Olflmpr.ove the literacy rate of
rate charges of falsification. and if filed, is not entitled to -0 oc and chiidren, schoolEilipinos, extend health ser-

He was also perpetually dis-judicial cognizance”. The attended by the children, fre-vices to the far-flung

Ve X : f travels abroad,barangays, etc.
qualified from holding any High Court also held that the 0. o > " : gays. :
public office. Sandiganbay and; 6) Other information rela- Why did the Center offi-

as’January 20 yiye 1o extravagant lifestyle cials and personnel allow this

'he Sandiganbayan egoution “stands and re- =
; ; of government officials and 2
however acquitted Subido paing in full force and effect” Y scam to take place? What

i employees. ica
and Roxas and dismissed & the filing of the motion g made them process applica

) . Through the OMB LSC tions forTax Credit Certifi-
separate case filed against, qicmi i . . . )
the late former NBI Deputy io dismiss could not and didHotline and with the active cate although the supporting

ot interrupt the running of icipati P .
DirectorArturo Figueraswho .o - dE[) i 9 OF participation of the public in documents were manifestly
i € period to lile an anSWer the fight against graft and questionable? What made
passed away while the case h h : :
is bei Furthermore, the Su-corruption, the Office of the them issue genuirkax Cred-
is being heard. )
‘preme Court ruled that theombudsman project to un-its Certificates to disqualified
In another case, the Su-, :
preme Court gave the Sandiganbayan shouldcover more amount of unex-pusiness entities who sub-
fontinue, not suspend, pro-plained wealth to be forfeited mitted fraudulent and spuri-

Sandiganbayan the go_Signaceedin s before it where nain f f th '
to continue hearing the peti- 9 In favor of the government. ous supporting papers?

tion for forfeiture of unlaw- EMPOrary restraining order The real purpose for
fully acquired property filed ©" writ of preliminary injunc- - QONE STOP from page2 Which the Center was created

edion is issued by this Court was defeated and obscureq
by the government against

and there is an absence of #nPorted supplies, raw mate-y, i< yery officials and per-
strong probability that the rials and seml—manufacturedsonne| who used the Center

retired Maj. Gen. Carlos.F
Garcia, his wife and two sons. -
In a 14-page en banciSsues raised before thiscomponents used in thego, yheir own personal self-

¢ i manufacture, processing Ori.y, ; o
resolution, the High Court C0urt would be rendered roduction ofthz articles ?na—lSh interests. the guest of honor and speaker at the Philippine
upheld two resolutions is- Moot by the continuation of P ' Given that the dark | national Police’s 14th Founding Anniversary,

sued by the Sandiganbayarih® proceedings”. te(rjlals ort§uppllesf|n<;urred tr’]yforces of corruptors tempted| pe|q |ast October 16 at the PNP General Head-

on January 20, 2005 and Feb- ~ SPecial Prosecutor Den-& domestic manufacturer whoeach of them one by one, whyl 4uarters in Camo Crame. In her speech. Om-
L isVi i0 hai has been awarded the bid tgy; 2 g P ' P ’

ruary 3, 2005 pertaining to thenis Villa-lgnacio hailed both id they succumb? Clearly| p,,gsman Gutierrez described law enforcers as

Ombudsman Ma. Merceditas N. Gutierrez was

said forfeiture case. decisions, saying that “theseSUPPIY government projectsihey had a choice and theyl «privileged class of public officers” and exhorted
In its January 20 resolu- should serve as a warning tdinanced out of foreign loans. chose darkness not the light them to be the first to follow the law, as it is the
b. LOI 1355 - grants Itis well to remember at

tion, the Sandiganbayangovernment officials against

i e th ) - : only way to oblige others to follow it.
junked the motion to dismissthe commission of graft ast@x credit participantsinthe  thjs point that: If one did not

filed by Garcia, on the the long arm of the law will Order RegaloProgram. . own up to one's own respon-

ground that it contained a de-eventually catch up with ~ <nowing the different sibility to choose good over MESSAGE frompage 4

fective otice of hearing’ thatthem even after their separalYPes 0fTax Credits granted evil, he will be tricked right and me should believe that ware not perfect. But God gave

set the hearing of the motiontion from the service”. y the Center to businessout of his own life, tricked out owe so much to theus the faculty to get close to

three days beyond the 10-day establishments, we now haveof his own soul. What a peopleThe very existence of being perfect.Public service

period provided for under LSC from page 1 an idea what documents arevaste! our position in the govern-is essentially a profession to

Sec. 5, Rule 15 of the Rules lreqwretlj to §upp;ort e:]pqrtlcu— ment is founded on their trustserve the peopl&Ve are not

of Court. and Highways (DPWH)-Php 'a" @PP Ication for the issu- and we are always accountelected or appointed to our
The Sandiganbayango Million ance offax Credit Certificate. AWARD from page 1 able to them. position to become a slave

also held Garcia “in default” 5. Department oAgri- It goes without saying that ¢ oy previous high posi- Let us stop ourselvesof another public dicer, or

for failing to file his answer culture (DA)-Php 23 Million; these SL{PDOFUHQ PAPETS argion in the private sectpwas from becoming boastful ev-to become a dummy of an-
to the forfeiture case before | and RegistratioAuthority © P€ Verified as to their genu-jnqyrmental in effecting sig- €1y time we feel like arrogat-other public oficer, or to
the deadline set by the cour{LRA)-Php 23 Million; Phil- 'M€N€SS and due ?XeCUUOFhiﬁcant changes on office iNg upon ourselves theserve the interest of another
on November 17, 2004, whichijppine National Police (PNP)- bE_!fOFQ the processing Of.ap'systems and procedures thathought that we are power-public oficer. We are basi-
was the same date that Garcighp 23 Million. plication.The Centels Moni-  yig|ded cost-cutting mea- ful- Arrogance makes us uglycally here for the people. In
filed his motion to dismiss. The FIO has beefed uptoring andverification Divi- - gyres, promotion of em- Ideally, there is really noth-our chosen profession that
On the other hand, theijis manpower complement toSion (M'VD).|.S tasked 1:'0 CON- ployee satisfaction and en-ing to brag about. Holdingwe call public service, the
February 3 resolution per-intensify the conduct of duct this critical function.  hancement of work stan- office in the government andbest servant is literally a
tains to the Sandiganbayan'sifestyle checkA wider net- So how in the world did §arqs. successfully fulfilling the slave.As Jesus Christ said
dismissal of the motion for work with concerned govern- twelve (12) business entities Her sustaining endeav- duties that we are bound tat, “If you want to be the first,
reconsideration and/or toment agencies and pri\,aterepeatedly obtaifiax Credit ors in advocating the impor- do, do not necessarily conbe the last.”
admit attached answer filedpersons and entities has als&ertificates (1,093 Certifi- tance of education among thenote that we have the power ~ The profession we
by Garcia, requesting thepeen established to ensuréates) from 1995 to 1998, uspoor as an instrument of so-Itis just simply your respon-chose requires us to do a
Court to set aside the ordethe success of its LSC probeing mere photocopies of cial reform has earnetlicia ~ Sibility to do as servants.highly exceptional job. In or-
of default and accept theiran-  |ncidentally the Ofice of documentsVorse, some Fajarito, a Masteffeacher at Moreover the moment some-der to serve our purpose as
swer to the forfeiture case. the Ombudsman, throughdocuments which appearedthe San Roque Elementaryone approaches you and asgervants, we should be ex-
In its ruling, the the FIO, will soon install the authentic such as BankSchool in Calatrava, for your assistance, do noteptional ourselves.
Sandiganbayan said thapbMmB Lifestyle Check Credit memos used asRomblon,aDangal ng Bayan hesitate to serve. Remembper  Sounds ideal, indeed.
Garcia's motion for recon- Hotline. It will provide a con- supporting papers, turned citation. She especially lured itis the master talking to you.Apparently not of this world.
sideration failed to “show the venient channel for the pub-out to be fake or non-existentchildren from poor families Always be reminded that it isTotally alien. Barely possible
fraud, accident, mistake orlic in reporting unexplained in the records of the Banksback to the classroomsthe master ordering you. Foiin a place where the pockets
excusable negligence thafvealth of government offi- purported to have issuedthrough her Balik Eskwela a@s long as the favors beingf the greedy politicians are

caused their failure to file ancjals and employees. them.A number of these Program, thus, battling illit- asked from you are within themore essential than the ach-
answer or that they have Genera”y this project grantees even failed to Sub-eracy in the Community bounds of the law and are nOing bellies of our poor mas-
meritorious defense”. aims to enhance publicmitthe required proof of im- 1st Lieutenant Jo- beyond the parameters oters. But this is a challenge

In his petition to the Su- awareness, participation andportation of raw materials Ar Herrera , an Intelligence Scope of your responsibili-to us. It is not yet late.
preme Court, Garcia insistedsupport the fight againstsuch as BIR Official Receipts, Officer of the Philippinérmy  ties, provide it with joy in We can still try bringing
that his motion to dismiss graft and corruption. Itis like- BOC Import Entry and Inter- in GeneraBantos Cityre- Your heart.Take note that | out these ideals in the midst
was timely filed and that it wise intended to attain thenal Revenue Declaration, Im-ceived the Award for his keep using the word “respon-of too much dirty politics in
sufficiently notified the ad- following objectives: 1) to port Bill of Lading, Commer- valuable contributions in de- Sibility” and not “power” be- this country Perfection still
verse party of the date andeceive information and/or cial Invoice, etc. fending the interests of the cause power rightfully be-exists, | believe. It is right
time of hearing despite thecomplaints regarding public The issuance ofax state against terrorists andlongs to the people. Responthere in our conscience.
defect in the notice of hear-officials and employees who Credit Certificates to dis- other adversaries. The nu-Sibility is on us. Just a remindermy
ing. He also said that therehave accumulated wealthqualified business entities merous combat and civil-mili- I 'am not trying to look friends.
was no basis to hold him ingrossly disproportionate to caused the government taxary operations he led haveclean. | am as an imperfect ~ With this, | park my
default since the filing of the their income; 2) to actonthelosses amounting toresulted in the recovery of public servant as everybodyspeech with a greeting of a
motion to dismiss effectively information gathered from P10,663,127,136.00 consider{oose firearms, rescue of hos-is. We all had times when wepleasant morning, to all of
stalled the running of thethe phone calls/complaintsing that as of this time almosttages, and neutralization offeel like doing what is not us, public servants of this
date to file an answer to thereceived; and 3) to maintainall of the 1,09Fax Credit Cer lawless elements. He also hadight. We are not God. But we Office, slaves of the people,

forfeiture case. a record/database of the indificates have already beeninitiated raising funds to certainly are not beastéle born heroes of this country
However in its resolu- formation/complaints re- transferred, assigned or nesend to school children of Thank you.

tion, the Supreme Court saidceived for future use and ref-gotiated to other businesssoldiers killed in the line of

that Sec. 5, Rule 15 of theerence. entities and used for paymeniduty.

Rules of Courtusesthe man-  The hotline is specifi- of taxes. An awesome A MasterTeacher of the in serving and championing HeadTeacheMaria Rebecca

datory term "must” in fixing cally designated to receiveamount considering that dur-Bagong Silang Elementarythe cause of the disadvan-Presentacionof Talipanan
the period within which the the following information:  ing the period 1995 to 1998,School in Caloocan City taged sector of the visually-Mangyan School in Puerto
motion shall be scheduled for1. Name of the person com-government tax collection Rhoda Nocumwas cited for impaired and multi-handi- Galera, Mindoro Oriental,
hearing, and that theplained of; 2)Agency and targets were barely met andher unparalleled dedicationcapped. AWARD next page
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“The OMB-EC Multi-Event Competition’ Experiences and challenges in Mindanao

By Teresita N. Angeles

ON SEPTEMBER26, 2006, Ms. thus recommended in said regionsnance and public accountability the poster-making competition andeontinue his studies using his cash
Annegrete Lausten, EU MonitoringA similar consultation was held inThese are now available on théelieves that it should be held aP'Z€. )
Specialist for the EC-OMB Cor-the afternoon with representativesnternet or the Ombudsman-least annually or every other year ~ Directors Maria Corazow.
ruption Prevention Project, accomef partner agencies to gather variMindanao website for downloads.Similar contests may further focusrancon and Rodolfo M. Elman
panied by MrAdor Paulino (OMB ous insights on the results of theSaid materials are further used byn the regional levels to optimizeloined the group upon their arrival
OIC Director - PMO / RSSB), con-contests. Ms. Banawan in the academe as awareness and project-visibility!n Davao City after attending a
ducted informal interviews with  Mr. Gil Subang, the National part-time faculty membeiShe fur cum sustainability; Mr Samson Meeting atthe Ombudsman Central
OMB-MIN representatives (GIPO Il First PlaceWinner (Government ther explained that these essaySanchez, President of tAsso- Office. L
Milagros J. Macaraig, GIPO Il Category) in the slogan-makingserve not only as English instruc-ciation of Resident Ombudsmen in . AS follow-through activities
AgnesA. Monfort, and GIO | contest, was subsequently protional materials but likewise as partGovernmenAgencies (AROGA) - °f said competition, it was recom-
Teresita NAngeles) relative to the moted as acting Principal in hisof the value-formation curriculum. Region XI based in the ProvincialMended that print (through PIA or
conduct of the “Multi-event Com- school in South Cotabato. He de-  Dr. Minerva Fabros, a memberGovernment of Davao assisted i vaél_abtl)e free(??aceh) an(_j br_oad(iast
petition in Mindanao” (poster-mak-scribed the pride and recognitionof the panel of judges for the slo-the increasing public awarenes{€'2 eI u(:js_e t(?]rt e_v:_mnmfg S%’
ing, essay-writing and slogan-makbestowed upon him in his schoolgan-making contest and likewise theéxbout the contests. He suggestes onsa;r;gcc?n'll-nsghirti F;”sns”;%\(/)er?ﬁls
ing contests) from June to Octobewith a congratulatory streamer atResident Ombudsman based at thiéat posters and slogans be distribdur?ng seminars or related confer-
2005. the school entrance upon his returiepartment of Education (Dep-Ed)uted to different government agen, .o Another activity proposed
The main interest of the con{from Manila after winning the con- - Region Xl in Davao Cityregarded cies and further recommended th?S the publication of the winning
sultation was the impact of sucltest. His winning slogan "Sasuch contests as effective springeontinuity and sustainability of theessays in local newspapers (aside
activities on the general publicsimpleng pamumuhaykorupsyon boards or introductions to class{roject. from the OMB-EC IntegrityVatch
i.e. whether the objective of in-ay kusang namamatay” was disroom-discussions. She further be- Based on the evaluation formSNews) or for distribution to differ-
creasing the levels of awarenesglayed throughout the campus anéleved that such activities are goodsubmitted by the poster-contes sc'hools or academic institu-
and sensitivity as regards graft anderves as a distinct reminder to allavenues for values-integration andants in the cities of Davao,iynsin Mindanao as basis for class
corruption and the role of the Of-members and guests of the institureflection. Zamboanga, Cagayan de Oro anfiscyssions.
fice of the Ombudsman were met. tion. He is thus perceived to be a Looking beyond, Ms. Ely Koronadal, the contests certainly A third recommendation is to
The observations were mainlywalking testimony of the immediate Porto, a judge for the essay-writingorovided opportunities in sharpen-yistribute the framed posters to the
positive, given the 457 entriespositive effect of such a competi-contest based at thrchdiocese ing their artistic skills and talents, 5rious regional offices of the De-
i.e. 251 posters, 105 essays, and 1@bn. of Davao, believed that such conyparticularly in working on the theme partment of Education (DepEd)
slogans received by OMB-MIN, Ms. Michelle Banawan, a com-tests could serve as educationdBuilding a Culture of Integrity and iy Mmindanao, e.g. Region IX, Re-
notwithstanding the limited time puter technologist of the Davaocampaigns among local parishes. Excellence”. The free artmaterialsgion X, Region XI and Region XII)
available to disseminate informatiorCity Government, is the National She recommended that similadunch and snacks provided duringand/or concerned schools with ap-
about the competitions throughouThird PlaceWinner (Government contests may be conducted amonthe contests were a most welcom ropriate turn-over ceremonies
Mindanao. Category) of the Essay-ii¥fing parishes and schools. change for the contestants, considgr lobby - exhibits or as basis for
On the other hand, citing mail-Contest. She and other contest Ms. Brenda Barba, a faculty ofering that they usually have to bringclassroom discussions among stu-
ing constraints, the limited numbewinners have established an ethe PhilippinesMomen's College of their own materials and food dur-dents.
of entries from two region#"RMM  group and exchanged informationDavao and a member of the panehg similar contests in the past. One  Given such experiences, OMB-
and the CARAGA - was likewiseessays and articles on corruptionf judges for the poster-makingcontestant was particularly optimis-MIN certainly moves on to meet the
highlighted. Similar activities areand anti-corruption, good gover-contest, equally enthused aboutic and goal-driven, i.e. hoping tochallenges in the ensuing months.

MORAL from page 6 alone, he successfully conducte

. - L - fifteen (15) symposia in different
Blumentritt A Novodobe Filipiny to believe in God Divine Interven- gschools of the Province of

Jose Rizal and Blumentritt and thelion, in the love of their countyy Bukidnon and the cities of Cagayat
Philippines in the Nevige” the 89 the pride of being Filipinos and en-de Oro, lligan and Cebu.

@ years old Professor Jindridomas deavor to work out the plan they A member of th¥/alues Forma- @

lectured the group about his reave accomplished during thattion CO#UC” since 2001, and aﬁle
h d publicati ¢ thshort historic stay in the City of YOUt Christian, Supt. Sawan ha
searches and publications o distributed over 20,000 copies o

everlasting friendship betweenkitomerice, Czech Republic, whereye 1)y Bibles to police studentd
Rizal and Blumentritt, and hope-RiZ2! is @ hero and Blumetritt is aof Zamboanga, Cebu and Cagay4
fully between the Czech RepublicLegend' de Oro cities and conducts continu

. ing Moral and Spiritual Enrichment
and the Philippines for world peace. nginars to bort)h the students an

The Philippine delegation left SAWAN from page 5 the community assisted by othe
13 October with high spirits, re- three-pronaed princioles which aISdaolicemen volunteers. _
newed and full of gratitude to GOdreflectp hisgChripstianF}aith to wit: The character and integrity of
almighty and to the Czech people , . ' - Supt. Sawan remains unsullied. H : o
With h f echoina to thei God First Policy; Student Centeredserves as an example of an ideal cif DepEd Resident Ombudsman, Atty. Liza Fidelis F. Cafiada
Ith hope of echoing o their Coun'Policy; and Maximizing the Mini- zen and public servant not only td speaks before the teachers and employees of Maligaya High
trymen, especially the youth and tgym in Resources. his colleagues and the students ¢ gehogl in Caloocan City during the conduct of Public
the world in the wider perspective, This awardee is also an advothne Philippine Public Safety College Accountability Seminar on October 27, 2006
the fulfillment of Rizals and cate of crime prevention. In fact, he2Ut 8lS0 10 the community where hg ' '

o e belongs. His commitment to publi
Blumentritt's dream, a lasting friend- spearheaded, prepared the man%‘ervicge and to his country [i)s n(;

ship between countries and peacgls and personally conducted Crimgjivined by hi I A .

’ y his words alone, but is
for the world can be achieved.prevention Symposia to elementargxemplified in his actions and Kalayaan sa Katiwalian Sagot sa Kahlrapan’:
Every step of the wathey came and high school students. In 200%dvocacies. Mamamayan at Ombudsman para sa Bayan

(By Lie Zar L. Montilla, Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila

AWARD frompage 7

was recognizetbr her firm deter- The following have also pro-
mination to bringeducation to a vided additional incentives for the
Mangyan community isolated by awardees: University of the Philip-
geography and strife. Despite bepines; Philippine Normal University;
ing a non-Mangyan, she single-Technological University of the Phil-
handedly built a makeshift schoolippines; National Kidney and Trans-
and taught multiclasses. plant Institute; Philippine Heart

Finally, P/Supt. Ramon Sawan Center; Lung Center of the Philip-
proved his worth as an exemplarypines; Philippine General Hospital;
civil servant, taking the extra mile Philippine Institute for Traditional
to empower the youth and initiat-andAlternative Health Care; the En-
ing measures to uplift the integritychanted Kingdom; Norki¥amaha
of the PNPand at the same timePhilippines: Government Service
bringing them closer to the peoplelnsurance System; Social Security
Sawan is a regional training direc-System; and Mercury Drug Corpo-
tor from the Philippine Public Safety ration.The Department dfourism
College in Cagayan de Oro City  hosted a testimonial dinner for all
Rewards the awardees

The Dangal ng Bayan Awarding Rites
awardees each received P100,000in The awardees were presented
cash; a Dangal ng Bayan trophyand recognized duringwarding

BULL'S EYE! designed by Nation&irtist Napo- rites cum tribute concert dubbed
The Ombudsman DARTS TEAM poses before the opening ceremony of ~ “CADA First Speaker Jose De Venecia, |eonAbueva; an automatic promo-“Parangal...Pasasalamat 2006”
Jr. Inter-Government Agency Invitational Cup Tournament” on October 19, 26 & Nov. 9, 2006 at the House of tion or a salary increase, equivalento-produced with the Cultural Cen-

Representatives Complex, Quezon City.  (seated from lefennis S. Calub, Severo A. Sotto (Team Captain) (back to the next higher position; and ater of the Philippines (CCP), which
row standing from léfplasco B. Ducay, Eric D. Gutierrez (Coordinator) Manolette B. Eugenio, Edwin Delos two-night accommodation’ at thewas held on September 2i at the
Reyes, Petronilo V. Pauya and Judy L. Alenain. Manila Hotel CCP5 main theater
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