[REPUBLIC ACT 8371]

AN ACT TO RECOGNIZE, PROTECT AND PROMOTE THE RIGHTS OF
INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES/ INDIGENOUS PEOPLES,
CREATING A NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES,
ESTABLISHING IMPLEMENTING MECHANISMS, APPROPRIATING FUNDS
THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Chapter V (Social Justice and Human Rights)

“SECTION 26. Women. — ICC/IP women shall enjoy equal
rights and opportunities with men, as regards the social, economic,
political and cultural spheres of life. The participation of indigenous
women in the decision-making process in all levels, as well as in the
development of society, shall be given due respect and recognition.

The State shall provide full access to education, maternal and child
care, health and nutrition, and housing services to indigenous women.
Vocational, technical, professional and other forms of training shall be
provided to enable these women to fully participate in all aspects of social
life. As far as possible, the State shall ensure that indigenous women have
access to all services in their own languages.”

This Act which is a consolidation of Senate Bill No. 1728 and House Bill No.
9125 was finally passed by both the Senate and the House of Representatives on October
22, 1997.

Approved: October 29, 1997
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