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2 Cebu mayors suspended
for lamppost controversy

OMBUDSMAN   MA.   MERCEDI-
tas  N. Gutierrez has placed under
preventive suspension for six
months two City Mayors and 17
other  local Public Works officials
for the Cebu lamppost controversy.

In a six-page Order,
Ombudsman Gutierrez ordered the
preventive suspension for six
months of Mayors Thadeo Ouano
of Mandaue City and Arthuro
Radaza of  Lapu-Lapu City; OIC-
City  Engr. Hidelisa Latonio, Asst.
City Engr. Gregorio Omo, and Engrs.
Mario Gerolaga, Alfredo Sanchez
Sr., and Rosalina Denque, all of
Mandaue City; City Engr. Julito
Cuizon, Asst. City Engr. Fernando
Tagaan, Jr. and Engr. Rogelio
Veloso, all of Lapu-Lapu City.

Also placed under preventive
suspension are DPWH Region VII
Director Robert Lala, former
Assistant Regional Director Gloria

By Anna Maria S. Sanchez
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VARIOUS GOVERNMENT AGEN-
cies, sectoral organizations,  youth,
media and religious groups joined
hands and committed themselves
in the fight against graft and cor-
ruption during the launching and
signing of the Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) for the Multi-
Sectoral Anti-Corruption Council
(MSACC) last March 1, 2007 at the
Shangri-La Restaurant in West Av-
enue, Quezon City.

MSACC is headed by the Of-
fice of the Ombudsman with thirty
(30) members representing  various
sectors:  the  Executive  Department,
Senate,  House  of Representatives,
Judiciary, Constitutional Bodies,
Local Government, Academe,
Youth, Civil  Society  Groups,  Busi-
ness,  Media,  Religious  Groups,
Government  Financing Institu-
tions, and the Donor Community.

The MSACC serves as a con-
sultative and coordinating body for
the National Anti-Corruption Pro-
gram of Action (NACPA), which
aims to serve as an effective mecha-
nism for consultation and coordi-
nation among key anti-corruption

By Doren May S. Flora
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Ombudsman calls Public Servants to be Role Models

Criminal charges filed against board of nursing members, 2 teachers

THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDS-
man approved the filing of criminal
charges against two members of the
Board of Nursing for the 2006 nurs-
ing examinations leakage.

In  a  25-page  Resolution,  the
Office  of the  Ombudsman  panel
tasked  to investigate the incident
recommended the filing of charges
for violation of Sec. 15 (a) of RA
8981 (An Act Modernizing the Pro-
fessional Regulation Commission)
and Sec. 3 (k) of RA 3019 (The Anti-
graft and Corrupt Practices Act)
against Anesia Buenafe-Dionisio

and Virginia Diolola-Madeja before
the Sandiganbayan.

Madeja was the assigned ex-
aminer  in the Medical Surgery Nurs-
ing subject and Dionisio in the Psy-
chiatric Nursing subject.

The case stemmed from a com-
plaint filed before the National Bu-
reau of Investigation (NBI)  by the
Professional Regulation Commis-
sion (PRC) on the alleged leakage
attending the June 11 and 12, 2006
Nurses Licensure Examination
(NLE). Records of the case show
that a few days after the NLE,

several nursing personalities com-
plained  about  an  alleged  leakage
incident  in  Baguio  City  after stu-
dents/reviewees, identified
through their jackets, from RA
Gapuz Review Center, Baguio City,
finished the examination in a shorter
period of time than the others. This
resulted in the filing of a formal com-
plaint before the PRC-Head Office,
Manila.

The investigation conducted
by the PRC Investigating Commit-
tee showed that a total of 56 situa-
tions contained  in  respondent

Madeja's manuscript,  identified  as
keywords, appeared in the hand-
written leakage notes distributed to
the reviewees of  RA Gapuz Review
Center in Baguio City and other
branches of the country  with a to-
tal of 25 questions actually came
out in the NLE in the subject Medi-
cal Surgery Nursing Test.

In its Resolution, the OMB
panel said the respondents' de-
fenses "fail miserably to controvert
the glaring fact that the only pos-
sible sources of the so-called leak-

By Anna Maria S. Sanchez
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Ombudsman
Celebrates 19th

Anniversary

Cebu labor arbi-
ter on preven-
tive supension

By Sarah Jo A. Vergara

LABOR ARBITER RICARDO G.
Barrios, Jr. of the National Labor
Relations Commission (NLRC), Re-
gional Arbitration Branch, Cebu
City, has been placed under preven-
tive suspension pending the inves-
tigation of a complaint filed against
him by  Eduardo A. Abella. The
Order of preventive suspension
was issued by Ombudsman Ma.
Merceditas N. Gutierrez upon the
recommendation of the Ombuds-
man-Visayas.

The preventive suspension
was implemented by the Honorable
Gerardo C. Nograles, Chairman of
the NLRC, through an Office
Memorandum dated 8 February

ARBITER P/7

Ambassador
Alistair

MacDonald,
New Head of
Delegation of
the EC to RP

THE  NEW  AMBASSADOR
and Head of Delegation of the

By Thelma Gecolea,
Press Officer, EU

MACDONALD P/7

Ombudsman Ma. Merceditas N. Gutierrez turns over copies
of the GCPE Teaching Exemplars to DepEd Secretary Jesli A.
Lapus during the GCPE Launching Ceremony. Looking-on are
EC Ambassador Alistair MacDonald and USAID Mission Di-
rector Jon Linborg.

Heads of various government agencies and representatives from different Non-
Governmental Organizations expressed their support in fighting
graft and  corruption as they join hands during the MSACC launching.

ANNIVERSARY P/4

THE GRAFT AND CORRUPTION
Prevention Education (GCPE)
Teaching Exemplars which will in-
culcate the values of honesty, in-
tegrity, discipline, dignity, simplic-
ity, accountability and profession-
alism to our pupils and students in
the elementary and secondary lev-
els, were successfully launched last
March 2, 2007 at the P. Bernardo
Elementary School, P.Tuazon Street,
Cubao, Quezon City.   The occa-
sion was attended by the Honor-
able Ombudsman Ma. Merceditas
N. Gutierrez, Secretary Jesli A.
Lapus of the Department of Educa-
tion (DepEd), Ambassador Alistair
MacDonald of the European Com-
mission (EC), Mission Director Jon
Lindborg of the United States
Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) and the officials and
employees of the Office of the Om-

budsman and the Department of
Education. In the same event, Om-
budsman Gutierrez and Secretary
Lapus handed over Plaques of Ap-
preciation to EC represented by
Ambassador MacDonald and Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation-
USAID represented by Mission Di-
rector Linborg, as their gesture of
thanking their support on the
project.

The Honorable Ombudsman in
her message stressed that in teach-
ing the core values to our students
at the early stage of their lives, the
adults especially those in the gov-
ernment service must set as role
models. This is in line with her prin-
ciple that the higher a person goes
up in the ladder of the status or lead-
ership, the better he must become,
as he will be a source of inspiration

ON MAY 12, 2007, THE OFFICE OF
the Ombudsman will be celebrating
its 19th Anniversary since its start
of operation in the year 1988 with
the chosen theme “Ombudsman:
Korupsyon ay Labanan, Maging
Tapat sa Bayan”, stressing the com-
mitment of the Office as the protec-
tor of the people.

The kick off activity for the cel-
ebration started with the opening
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“PASAWAY” Traffic Enforcers

Mr. Edgar M. Leoncio, businessman and a resident of Sta. Cruz,
Manila, narrated to AGIO II Cacanindin, Action Officer of the Day at
the Public Assistance Bureau (PAB) that on April 24, 2006 at 12:20
pm while he was traveling along Balon-Bato, Balintawak, Quezon
City, driving his Toyota Van with his family, a Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority (MMDA) Double Cab Service vehicle with
plate SGZ-302 with four persons on board over-took him from the
right and suddenly made a U-turn cutting his way and nearly hitting
his car.  Afterwards, the MMDA personnel allegedly shouted invec-
tives at him in front of his nine year-old son, wife and mother-in-law.
His wife allegedly saw one of the persons at the back of the service
holding a short firearm.  Amidst this intimidation, Spouses Leoncio
kept their silence.

On April 27, 2006 Spouses Leoncio personally came to this Of-
fice to seek assistance in relation to the incident.  Immediately, PAB
called the attention of the MMDA officials and requested them to
appear at the Office of the Ombudsman for a conference together
with the MMDA officers who were involved in that incident.

The PAB received, on 15 May 2006, a letter from Hon. Angelito
Vergel De Dios, Executive Director of the Traffic Operations Center,
MMDA, informing the PAB that they were able to determine the ser-
vice vehicle, the driver and companions involved in the incident.  They
are assigned at the MMDA Traffic Enforcement Group, specifically
with the Group Intelligence and Investigation Division, Traffic Acci-
dent Investigation Section of the National Capital Region Police Of-
ficer (NCRPO).

On May 16, 2006, a conference was held in the presence of
Director Marlyn T. Galvez,  AGIO II Cacanindin, Mr. Edgar Leoncio
and his family, Police Senior Superintendent Desquitado, Police Chief
Inspector Ariel P. Fulo, Chief Traffic Accident Investigation Section,
together with the personnel involved in the incident, namely: SPO2
Pujeda, SPO1 Singun, Jr., PO2 Julian, Jr., TA2 Lubid and Traffic
Enforcer Santos.

In the conference, the issues were discussed and both parties
explained their sides.  An amicable settlement ensued and Spouses
Leoncio accepted their apology.

However, the PAB, through Director Galvez, admonished the
erring MMDA personnel and advised them to observe courtesy at all
times especially during the discharge of their duties.  Further, they
were warned that a repetition of similar acts will constrain the ag-
grieved parties to file a complaint for the violation of Republic Act
6713 with the Office of the Ombudsman or with the Department of
Interior and Local Government, for formal investigation.

By Catalina D. Corpuz-Cacanindin

RAS CORNERBy Anna Maria S. Sanchez

OMBUDSMAN  MA. MERCEDITAS
N. Gutierrez  in a 34-page Decision,
ordered the dismissal from the
service, with all its accessory
penalties, including perpetual
disqualification from holding public
office, of  Liberato Carabeo, Officer-
In-Charge of the Paranaque City
Treasurer's Office for Dishonesty
and Conduct Prejudicial to the Best
Interest of the Service. The case
stemmed from a complaint filed by
the Department of Finance-Revenue
Integrity  Protection   Service  (DOP-
RIPS)  against  Carabeo  for
allegedly accumulating wealth
which is disproportionate to his
income.

Records showed that Carabeo
started his career in public service
when he was appointed to the
position of casual laborer at the
Paranaque City Treasurer's Office
with a P17/day salary in 1981 until
he was designated as Officer-in-
Charge of the Office of the
Paranaque City Treasurer, where he
received an annual gross salary of
P291,036.

It was also discovered that
based on his Statements of Assets,
Liabilities and Networth (SALN), his
networth increased from P115,975 in
1981 to P7,498,808 in 2004.

Investigation showed that
Carabeo acquired the following
properties in the last nine years: a
1,000 sq.m. and another 1,500 sq.m.
residential lots both in Tagaytay
City; a townhouse in Cavite; and
three separate parcels of land in
Laguna.

P’que OIC-City T reasurer dismissed for Dishonesty

Records from the Land
Transportation Office - Information
Technology (LTO-IT) disclosed that
the Carabeo spouses own the
following vehicles: a Model 2000
Ford F-150 Flareside (WMD-126);
one Model 1998 Mazda Familia
(WCL-191); one Model 2001
Chevrolet Cassia (WSG-781); one
Model 2000 Honda CRV (CYN-808);
one Model 2000 Honda City (WLX-
853); and one Model 2001 Nissan
Sentra (WSG-869).

The DOF-RIPS also discovered
that Carabeo and/or his spouse
bought in 2004 a club share at the
Palms Country Club, Ayala, Alabang
worth P640,000.00 which shares can
only be purchased on a cash basis.
Records from the Bureau of
Immigration (BI) disclosed that from
1996-2004,  Carabeo  went  abroad
"at  least  15  times  without  securing
the corresponding authority from
the Bureau of Local Government
Finance (BLGF) as required under
Executive Order No. 6 dated 12
March 1986."

It appeared that Carabeo did
not declare his acquisition of the
1,000 sq.m. residential lot in
Tagaytay City in 2001 in his SALN
for that year and in the subsequent
years; he only declared three of the
above-mentioned vehicles in his
2003 SALN (Mitsubishi GSR, Honda
City and Chevrolet Cassia) and one
vehicle in his 2004 SALN
(Mitsubishi GSR).

It was also discovered that
some of the companies he
mentioned in his SALN in which he
claimed he has substantial

investments were not registered
with the Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) (LM Carabeo Realty
and J's Appleseed Food Products)
while Nalpa Trading is not registered
under his name.

The Office of the Ombudsman
dismissed as immaterial Carabeo's
defense that the funds used in the
purchase of his properties and his
foreign travels came from legitimate
sources "because what is at issue
here is his failure to disclose his
supposed assets in his assailed
SALNs.".

The Decision stated that "the
only logical conclusion for these
omissions is that these questioned
properties overshadowed his lawful
income that is why he has chosen
to hide the same by not disclosing
it truthfully in his SALN."

It thus found Carabeo guilty of
the administrative offenses of
Dishonesty and Conduct Prejudicial
to the Best Interest of the Service
and was meted the penalty of
dismissal from the service.

Ombudsman Gutierrez also
approved the filing of charges for
Violation of Sec 7 of  RA 3019 (Anti-
Graft and Corrupt Practices Act), in
relation to Sec. 8 of RA 6713 (Code
.of Conduct and Ethical Standards
for Public Officials and Employees),
and Art. 171 of the Revised Penal
Code (Falsification of Public
Documents) against Carabeo before
the Sandiganbayan.

Forfeiture proceedings on his
illegally acquired properties was
ordered deferred until after the
conduct of  the May 2007 elections.

DepEd Election T ask Force
Operation Center for May 2007

Election Est ablished

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ISSUED DEPED OR-
der No. 9-2007 establishing a Task Force Operations Center in
order to ensure coordination  and  consultation  between  the  Com-
mission  on Elections (COMELEC)  and the Department of Edu-
cation (DepEd), and their respective field  offices,  in  providing
immediate  technical,  legal  and  other assistance to teachers on
issues, concerns and problems that may arise before, during, and
after the conduct of the forthcoming May 14, 2007 national and
local elections.

The Task Force is chaired by Undersecretary Ramon C. Bacani
and Undersecretary Franklin C. Sunga.

Further, pursuant to the Memorandum of President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo directing DepEd, TESDA and PIA to under-
take election information campaigns and to conduct voter's educa-
tion activities,   the   DepEd conducted   a seminar/workshop on
capacity building for teachers to safeguard the integrity of the elec-
tion process, entitled: "Seminar/Workshop on How toEffectively
Exercise the Poll Duties of Teachers to Safeguard the Integrity of
the 2007 Elections", on February 19-20, 2007 at the National Capi-
tal Region  held at the Regional Education Learning Center (RELC)
in Cepeda St. Concepcion, Marikina City. The seminar/workshop
covered two modules, namely: (1) Legal and Technical Aspects of
Election Process; (2) Assessing the Teacher's Role in Discharging
Electoral Duties and Safeguarding the Integrity of Election Pro-
cess.

Participants to this seminar/workshop were the Schools Divi-
sion Superintendents, District Supervisors and selected principals
in all regions throughout the country.

By Liza Fidelis F. Cañada

THE OFFICE OF THE
Ombudsman approved the filing of
charges against three officials of
Koronadal City in Mindanao for
separate charges of Rape, Malver-
sation, and Slander.

In a six-page Resolution, Om-
budsman Ma. Merceditas N.
Gutierrez approved the filing  of four
counts of Rape  charges against
Roberto  R.  Bagares,  Sheriff of the
Koronadal City, Regional Trial
Court Branch 24, who allegedly
molested his 16-year-old house
helper in four separate instances
from June 2004 to September, 2005.

In her affidavit, the victim said
that she was sexually abused by
Bagares in June, August and Sep-
tember of 2004 inside her room at
the respondent's residence in
Purok Matapat, Barangay Zone 54.
The last incident occurred inside
Bagares' car at a dark side of Jay-
cee Avenue in the same city. The
complainant said she did not report
her ordeal to authorities after
Bagares threatened to harm her if
she does. In his counter-affidavit,
Bagares denied the charges and
said it was improbable that he had
sex with her because he had erectal
dysfunction problems.  Moreover,
he said that he treated the victim as
his own daughter, even though he
observed that she is a flirty, happy-
go-lucky woman and an imperson-
ator.

The Ombudsman, however,

gave credence to the finding of the
Office of City Prosecutor of
Koronadal City that "the evidence
and the circumstances surrounding
the instant case shows that the
complainant was indeed raped by
the respondent."

In its resolution, the Ombuds-
man noted that "No woman, espe-
cially one of tender age, would con-
coct a story of defloration, allow an
examination of her private parts and
expose herself to humiliation by
being subjected to public trial if she
is not motivated solely by a desire
to vindicate her honor. Moreover,
it is not uncommon for young girls
to conceal for sometime the viola-
tion of their honor because of the
threats on their lives."

In a separate case, the Om-
budsman approved the filing of two
Informations for Malversation
Thru Falsification of Public Docu-
ments against Carlito P. Bigbig,
former Acting Water Resource Fa-
cilities Technician of  the Marbel
No. I River Irrigation System (RIS)-
Division C, an office under the Na-
tional Irrigation Administration
(NIA) in Marbel-Banga.

The case stemmed from a com-
plaint filed by Engr. Orlando A.
Tibang, Irrigation Superintendent II
and designated as the Chief of Of-
fice of the Marbel-Banga RIS, who
discovered a discrepancy on the
irrigation service fee records of a
certain Rannie Palomo.

Tibang said that based on two
separate receipts issued to Palomo,
it was indicated that he has paid
P4,032.00 and P6,088.50 for irriga-
tion services fees to his land.  How-
ever, the duplicate copy on file with
the Marbel-Banga RIS only re-
flected the amounts of P333.50 and
Pl,350.00, respectively, making a to-
tal difference of P8,437.10 which
Bigbig failed to remit, prompting
Tibang to file a case with the City
Prosecutor's Office.

In its  Resolution, the Ombuds-
man said it "finds no reason to de-
viate from the findings and rulings
of the Office of the City Prosecutor
of Koronadal City," which found
probable cause to charge Bigbig
with two counts of Malversation
Thru Falsification of Public Docu-
ments under Art. 217 (2) in relation
to Art, 171 (4) of the Revised Penal
Code (RPC).

In another case, the Ombuds-
man approved the filing of Slander
by Deed charges under Art. 359 of
the RPC against Mercedita Hifarva
Saquin, Administrative Officer IV of
the National Telecommunications
(NTC) Office for allegedly slapping
her officemate Ronny S. Abas.

In his complaint, Abas averred
that he and Saquin were convers-
ing inside their office when she
suddenly got angry and uttered in-
vectives against him in the presence
of some NTC employees and

3 Mindanao officials charged for sep arate
cases of rape, malversation & slander

By Doren May S. Flora
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The Ombudsman’ s Multi-Sectoral Anti-Corruption Council:
From the Moral Recovery Officers Perspective

By Dr. Consolacion R. Alaras
University of the Philippines

THE CREATION OF THE MULTI-
Sectoral Anti-Corruption Council
(MSACC) initiated by the Office of
the Ombudsman headed by Om-
budsman Ma. Merceditas Navarro-
Gutierrez fulfills the expectations I
raised in my International presen-
tations concerning my University
of the Philippines research on the
Filipino Spiritual Culture and its im-
plications on Education, Gover-
nance, Development, and Diplo-
macy.

For one, the process which led
to the March 1, 2007 Launch of this
MSACC reminded me of the Filipino
Earth Charter drafting process
which involved me as the author of
Pamathalaan: Ang Pagbubukas sa
Tipan ng Mahal na Ina (Sacred Pro-
phetic Politics: The Unfolding of the
Covenant with the Great Mother)
published in 1988 by a group of his-
torians from the University of the
Philippines. The approval of the
Filipino Earth Charter Preamble and
Principles was held in the Philippine
International Convention Center on
June 17, 1995 - the last day of the
International Gathering on Human
and Ecological Security sponsored
by President Fidel V. Ramos in col-
laboration with Philippine govern-
ment and foreign sectors.

The inspired proclamation of
Maurice Strong, the Chairman of
the Earth Council, regarding our

Filipino Earth Charter left me rest-
less until I was able to conceptual-
ize the Filipino Earth Charter Pilgrim-
ages in USA, Europe, Asia, and the
Middle East - since the Filipino
Earth Charter marks the Philippines
as the First Government to contrib-
ute to the drafting of the Interna-
tional People's Earth Charter. Most
crucial, the Filipino Earth Charter
Preamble and Principles enshrine

Pamathalaan or God-Centered Gov-
ernance, Spiritually Motivated
Leadership.

In truth, as I joined MSACC
leaders/representatives  on March
1, 2007 at  Shangri-La West in sign-
ing  the MSACC Memorandum of
Agreement, I felt confident that the
Moral Recovery Officers Founda-
tion Inc.(MROFI) which I represent
in MSACC will be able to realize its

role as an accredited Corruption
Prevention Unit (CPU) of the Om-
budsman. This is so since the
MSACC sectors will help the
MROFI fulfill its task entrusted by
the DENR Pamitinan Protected Area
Management Board - which is to
build the Dambana ng Bayan as the
National and Global Ark of the Cov-
enant for Good Governance, Good
Citizenship. This means that the

Dambana ng Bayan will be built by
transforming leaders and citizens
from the Philippines and Earth Char-
ter Countries. Above all, the
Dambana ng Bayan upholds the
University of the Philippines trans-
lation in the National Language   of
the Filipino Earth Charter as  "Ang
Pagsasapuso ng Sambayanang
Pilipino sa Dambana ng Bayan."

To provide an experience of
MSACC as a God-Given Vision
Mission, I conceptualized 2 events:
the March 15, 2007 Death Anniver-
sary of the Lakambini ng Katipunan
Gregoria de Jesus in Malacañang
Mabini Social Hall and the Holy
Tuesday April 3, 2007 Anniversary
of the April Holy Week Pilgrimage
Covenant of Katipunan for
Kalayaan Bayan na May Puri at
Kabanalan or Freedom Nation with
Honor and Holiness. The March 15
event in Malacañang coordinated
with the Office of Executive Secre-
tary Eduardo Ermita through Assis-
tant Executive Secretary Lynn
Danao-Moreno and Division Chief
Reynaldo Rosas also marked  the
Anniversary of the Office of the
President through a Ceremony re-
newing the Covenant of Sectors for
Malacañang as a sacred space con-
secrated to the Filipino Earth Char-
ter Pamathalaan Dambana ng
Bayan - as documented in my
photo-text publication. The Filipino

Civil Service Commission Commissioner Mary Ann Fernandez Mendoza leading the Katipunan
Covenant Ceremony with Assistant Ombudsman Evelyn A. Baliton, and NCCA Commissioner
Felipe de Leon, Jr. The Ceremony centered on the Filipino Earth Charter Preamble and Principles
enshrining Pamathalaan or God -Centered Governance, Spiritually  Motivated Leader ship.

What  WillBy Nida Aveno-Gruta

Medical
Mission in the

Mountain
By Maria Teresa C. Ragasa

GLADIOLUS, AFRICAN DAISIES,
Chrysanthemums, Roses-these are
the flowers one will find blooming
on the hills of the mountain
Barangay of Babag, Cebu City. On
January 31, 2007 you will find the
staff of the Office of the Ombuds-
man for the Visayas blooming
alongside the flowers of Babag. The
Office of the Ombudsman held its
second Medical Mission, at the
Barangay Hall of Babag, Cebu City.
This is in line with the “Meet with
the Ombudsman” Project of the
Honorable Ombudsman Ma.
Merceditas Navarro-Gutierrez,
which aims to bring the Office of
the Ombudsman closer to the
people.
 The constituents of four
barangays, namely: Babag,
Malubog, Pung-ol, Sibugay and
Bonbon, were the beneficiaries of
this mission.
   Weeks before the event, letters
were sent to the respective Punong
Barangays, requesting for their as-
sistance in disseminating informa-
tion on the coming Medical Mis-
sion to the residents of the
barangays. The assistance of their
health workers was also requested.
We also asked for  the the assis-
tance of the doctors from the Cebu
City Health Office. Medicines that
we have requested from the Depart-
ment of Health and the Philippine
Charity Sweepstakes Office during
the previous Medical Mission held
last October 10, 2006, were given in
this mission.

The event kicked-off at 8:30 in
MISSION P/8

A way of reclaiming peace with honor within the soul
THE OMBUDSMAN WATCHES
over a wasteful bureaucracy; waste-
ful in terms of procuring overpriced
goods and services, infrastructure
projects, and numerous expensive
consultants. As a consequence,
criminal and administrative cases
are filed before it against respon-
sible government officials who
seemingly have made personal pe-
cuniary gains as a result of waste-
ful practices in their offices.  These
gains translate into millions of pub-
lic funds used personally by public
officers and their cohorts who may
include private individuals, for ac-
quiring anything and everything of
value.

Do these public servants, who
have abused the power of their re-
spective public offices and commit-
ted graft and corruption, or their
cohorts enjoy real peace and har-
mony of mind and heart? Probably
not. Can we expect any of them to
have self-examination and make a
calm judgment and decision to rid
oneself of all its attachments to plea-
sures or fear or pain so that after-
wards one can set up a general habit
of honesty towards self and oth-
ers? Maybe but rarely, because the
work of self-examination is ex-
tremely difficult.

So when an accused in a crimi-
nal case involving large sums of
money becomes willing to make
admission of guilt even to a lesser
offense and even  partial financial
retribution,  the  Ombudsman

through the Special Prosecutor is
presented with a rare opportunity.
To enter into a plea bargaining
agreement. (To bargain or not to
bargain, that is the question). Let's
see  how  the  Honorable  Special
Division  of  the Sandiganbayan
resolved this question in the case
of Charlie "Atong" Ang, a co-ac-
cused in Plunder case against
former President  Joseph  Estrada.
The main issues resolved by the
Court in relation to the Plea Bar-
gaining Agreement jointly submit-
ted by the Office of the Special Pros-
ecutor and accused Charlie
"Atong" Ang include the follow-
ing; 1.      Whether or not plea bar-
gaining is proper at this stage of
the proceedings; 2.     Whether or
not, the instant Plea Bargaining
Agreement fully complies with the
requisites of the Rules of Court; 3.
Whether or not the Plea Bargain-
ing Agreement may be used against
the other accused who are not sub-
ject thereof.

In resolving the issue of time-
liness of filing the plea bargaining
agreement, the Court first pre-
sented a definition of plea bargain-
ing taken from Black's Law Dictio-
nary, and previously used by the
Honorable Supreme Court in an
appropriate case.

Plea Bargaining Agreement in
criminal cases is defined as "a pro-
cess whereby the accused and the
prosecution work out a mutually
satisfactory disposition of the case

subject to court approval. It  usu-
ally  involves the defendant's  plead-
ing  guilty to a  lesser offense or to
only one or some of the counts of a
multi-count indictments in return
for a  lighter sentence than that for
the  graver  charge. Ordinarily, plea
bargaining is made during the pre-
trial stage of the criminal proceed-
ings."

The arraignment of Charlie
"Atong" Ang was completed on
November 15, 2006 although he re-
fused to enter any plea. The Court
ordered the entry of a plea of NOT
GUILTY for him. The mandatory pre-
trial conference was scheduled by
the Court on January 24, 2007. How-
ever, on said date Charlie, repre-
sented by counsel, and the pros-
ecution jointly submitted a Plea Bar-
gaining Agreement. The Court,
therefore, observed that before the
trial commenced, Charlie "has timely
manifested his intention to withdraw
the plea of not guilty entered for him
by the Court and to plead guilty to
the lesser offense of Corruption of
Public Officials defined and penal-
ized under Article 212 of the Revised
Penal Code, in relation to Indirect
Bribery defined and penalized un-
der Article 211 of the Revised Penal
Code.

The requirements for allowing
an accused to plead guilty to a lesser
offense are enumerated in the Reso-
lution of the Court (Special Divi-
sion) based on the revised Rules of
Criminal Procedure (Section 2, Rule

116): 1.      The accused has with-
drawn an earlier plea of not guilty;
2.     The accused's plea of guilty to
a lesser offense is with the consent
of the offended party and the Pros-
ecution; 3.     The accused's plea of
guilty is for a lesser offense which
is necessarily included in the of-
fense charged.

It should  be  remembered at
this  point that Charlie  "Atong"
Ang was originally indicted for the
crime of Plunder which is an offense
against the State. Considering that
the offended party, People of the
Philippines, is properly represented
by the Ombudsman through the
Special  Prosecutor,  the  first  and
second  requirements  were consid-
ered  by  the  Court  as  satisfied  in
the  Plea  Bargaining Agreement
jointly submitted by the accused
and the Special Prosecutor.

As to the third requisite, the
Court ruled that the offense of cor-
ruption  of  Public  Official  in  rela-
tion  to  Indirect  Bribery  is neces-
sarily included in the offense
charged against accused Charlie
'Atong" Ang in the Amended In-
formation for Plunder.

You may be wondering why the
prosecution consented to Charlie's
plea of guilty to a lesser offense.
The conditions for the conformity
include the following: 1. That  ac-
cused  Charlie  undertakes  to  as-
sist  in  the prosecution of, and tes-
tify, whenever proper, in cases be-
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GCPE from page 1

HOSTED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF RESI-
dent Ombudsmen in Government Agencies
in Region X (AROGA X), the first ever
Mindanao-wide Congress of Non-Organic
Resident Ombudsmen (RO) was held last Feb-
ruary 8-9, 2007 at the Pearimont Inn Hotel in
Cagayan de Oro City, with the theme:
"Kalihukan Kontra Kurakot (KKK)". With the
able and dynamic leadership of AROGA X
President, Atty. Cancio Nicanor M. Guibone,
Provincial Legal Officer of Misamis Oriental
and with indispensable support of Director
Malou S. Lapid-Viva, the Regional Head of
the Regional Office of the Ombudsman in
Cagayan de Oro City, around 135 Resident
Ombudsmen and guests-participants at-
tended the said congress which started with
an Opening Program on February 8, 2007 with
the Keynote Address of the newly appointed
Deputy Ombudsman for Mindanao, Hon.
Humphrey T. Monteroso, who is himself a
Mindanaoan.

The congress consists of two parts: the
first day was filled with series of relevant in-
puts for Resident Ombudsmen's capability
build-up and the second day was the pre-
sentation, discussion and ratification of the
Constitution and By-Laws for the creation of
a federated association of Resident Ombuds-
men in Mindanao. It was remarkable to note
however, that a lengthy discussion and open-
forum was made with the Honorable Deputy
Ombudsman for Mindanao. It was truly a re-
invigorating experience for all Non-Organic
Resident  Ombudsmen  hearing  the  mes-
sage  of the  Honorable  Deputy Ombudsman
and everyone was resolute that the fight of
graft and corruption can be effectively car-
ried out with close coordination of all stake-
holders and the Resident Ombudsmen can
take a pro-active role especially on the graft
prevention programs of the Office of the Om-
budsman. The presence and first appearance
of the Honorable Deputy Ombudsman before
the Non-Organic Resident Ombudsmen of
Mindanao was indeed fully maximized end-
ing it a photo-ops with him.

At the outset, though Hon. Oscar S.
Moreno, the Governor of Misamis Oriental
was not around during the Opening Program,
his support was visibly felt by those coming
from other regions through the angelic voices
of the Misamis Oriental Chorale who filled
the hall with their songs.

Thereafter, a Re-Orientation/Briefing on
the Mandate of the Office of the Ombuds-
man took place with Dir. Malou S. Lapid-Viva

on the podium. Ms. Teresita N. Angeles, the
GPU Head of the Office of the Ombudsman-
Mindanao also reinforced the Roles and Func-
tions of the Resident Ombudsman as a re-
minder to all RO in attendance. An exhaus-
tive presentation of different updates and
activities initiated by the Bureau of Resident
Ombudsman was also made by the ever sup-
portive Acting Director of the Bureau of Resi-
dent Ombudsman, Atty. Rafael G. Hipolito.

In  the  afternoon,  Director  Rodolfo  M.
Elman  also  gave  some  "Updates  on  the
Jurisprudence of Public Officials" by citing
cases and resolutions for the RO to be aware
of. The topic was indeed very informative
not only to the Resident Ombudsmen but also
to other invited appointed/elected officials.

The second day was so exhaustive and
intense when the deliberation on the pro-
posed constitution  and  by-laws for the cre-
ation  of a federated  association  of Resident
Ombudsmen in the Island of Mindanao
started to roll-on. The activity was facilitated
by the President of AROGA X, Atty. Guibone
and it practically took the group the whole
morning discussing the proposed provisions
of the by-laws. Finally, the Constitution and
By-Laws of the Association of Resident
Ombudsmen in Government Agencies in
Mindanao (AROGA-Mindanao) was  ratified
and approved. Subsequently, the election of
officers was conducted based on the recently
approved by-laws with the following results:
President: SAMSON J. SANCHEZ, (Provin-
cial General Services Officer) Province of
Davao del Norte (Region XI); Vice-President:
CANCIO NICANOR M.GUIBONE, (Provin-
cial Legal Officer) Province of Misamis Ori-
ental (Region X); Secretary: EVELYN
TOLENTINO, (Administrative Officer V)
Monkayo, Compostela Valley (Region X);
Treasurer: LEONIDAS R. BAHAGUE  (Mu-
nicipal Civil Registrar) BE Dujali, Davao del
Norte (Region XI); Auditor: JAIME S.
PACENO, (Municipal Budget Officer)
Balingasag, Misamis Oriental (Region X);
Social Manager: VICENTE D. LUNA, (Super-
vising Personnel Specialist) Civil Service
Commission, Regional Office XI ; PRO: DATU
NORODIN P. SAPAL, Phil. Postal Corpora-
tion, Regional Office XII (ADFIN Director);
Legal Officer: ATTY. RUBY P. OBLEFIAS,
Dept. of the Interior and Local Government,
Region X, (Legal Officer); Board of Trustees:
MARIO T. ABELLANIDA, (Secretary to  the
Sanggunian)  Municipality of  Laak,  Prov-

First Mindanao Congress of Resident Ombuds-
men Held; AROGA-Mindanao formed,

officers where elected
By Samson J. Sanchez
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ANNIVERSARY
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Teaching Demonstrations were made by Mr. Berlito Pangindian and secondary students for the module
“Interes Ng Nakararami, Sa Ibabaw Ng Interes Ng Pangsarili (above photo), and Ms. Lilith A. Santos
and elementary pupils for the module “Ang Ombudsman” at the P. Bernardo Elementary School. Om-
budsman Gutierrez, DO Fernandez  and other officials observed the demonstration.

and strength to the many
others who struggle to live a
value-driven or ethical life.
With the combined efforts of
everyone, she looks forward
to the time that the incidence
of corruption in our country
will be reduced and Filipinos
can go about their daily lives,
secure in thought that it is
honesty, hard work, respect
for one another, simplicity,
professionalism and service
to the common good that will
propel this country forward
and enable it to occupy its
rightful place in the commu-
nity of nations.

Immediately after the
launching, two modules of
the GCPE Teaching Exem-
plars were demonstrated by
the teachers, pupils and stu-
dents of the P. Bemardo El-
ementary and Secondary
Schools.  One module for the
Elementary level is "Ang
Ombudsman" which talked
about the powers and func-
tions of the Office of the Om-
budsman in the fight against

graft and corruption. An-
other module for the Second-
ary is "Interes ng Nakararami
sa Ibabaw ng  Interes na
Pangsarili" or Commitment to
Public Interest, which is one
of the norms of conduct of
Public Officials and Employ-
ees under Republic Act 6713.
The students were made to
understand that they should
uphold the public interest
over and above their personal
interest.

The development of
GCPE Teaching Exemplars is
a joint project of the Office
of the Ombudsman and the
DepEd.  Through the assis-
tance of the EC, more than
200,000 copies were printed
under the EC-OMB Corrup-
tion Prevention Project.
USAID under the Millennium
Challenge Account will assist
in the cascading of these
copies to the 44,412 elemen-
tary and secondary public
schools nationwide.

of the sports activities which
include tournaments for the
games basketball, volleyball,
bowling, lawn tennis, table
tennis, billiards, badminton,
chess, darts on the third week
in  April , 2007. This will be
followed by “Fun Run” on
May 3, 2007; Program-Proper
on May 4, 2007 and “Wacky
Games on May 10, 2007.

The highlights of the
celebration will be the whole-
day event of May 4, 2007
wherein the Honorable Om-
budsman Merceditas N.
Gutierrez will report on the
accomplishments of the Of-
fice for the year 2006 and
award the Office’s Best Em-
ployees for their outstanding
performance for the year
2006, after the Holy Mass
scheduled at 9:00 a.m. Popu-
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Help  In the Way All The TimeHelp  In the Way All The TimeHelp  In the Way All The TimeHelp  In the Way All The TimeHelp  In the Way All The Time

By Alan R. Cañares

THEY CALL HIM "LOT" .
Born Emilio A. Gonzalez III,
he eventually became the
fourth Deputy Ombudsman
for the Military and Other
Law Enforcement Offices
(MOLEO).  Like the biblical
character who protected the
messengers of God from the
lust of the men of Sodom, Lot
epitomizes the character of an
ombudsman as a protector of
the people.

Deputy Ombudsman
Emilio A. Gonzalez III re-
ceived his primary and sec-
ondary education from San
Beda College. He obtained
his A.B. and L.L.B. degrees
from the University of Santo
Tomas.  He subsequently
passed the bar examinations
given in 1970.

Lot  joined  the  Office of
the  Ombudsman in  1988 as
a Graft Investigation Officer
I.  He rose from the ranks and
became the Director of the
Public Assistance Bureau in
1993 until 1995 when he was
designated OIC of the Public
Assistance and Corruption
Prevention Office (PACPO).
He was subsequently given
a new assignment in 1996 as
Director of General Investi-
gation, Prosecution & Ad-
ministrative Staff (GIPAS) in
the Office of the Deputy Om-
budsman for Luzon until his
recent appointment as
Deputy Ombudsman for
MOLEO in January 2007.

Before his-stint in the
Office of the Ombudsman,
DO Gonzalez  was the legal
counsel for various compa-
nies.   An educator himself,
he was a trustee/board sec-
retary and eventually became
the president of Calumpit In-
stitute in Bulacan and a dis-
tinguished faculty member in
the University of Santo
Tomas since 1980 with a
present rank of Associate
Professor. As a civic-oriented
person and Bulacan's own,
he served his local town in

Calumpit as a member of its
Municipal Development
Council and Municipal Peace
and Order Council. In 2000,
he was the recipient of
Dangal ng  Calumpit Award
given by the Rotary Club of
Calumpit as the Most Out-
standing Professional in
Government Sector.  In 2003,
he was awarded with the
Dangal ng Lipi ng Bulacan
for the professional  sector
in recognition of his out-
standing achievements in
government service.

DO Gonzalez quips that
he is a week-end husband
because he only comes back
home to Calumpit on week-
ends to join his wife and kids.
As a father, nevertheless, he
is well-loved and respected
by his five children.

It was a long climb along
the organizational ladder for
DO Gonzalez. He was once
nominated by the Judicial
and Bar Council for appoint-
ment both as Deputy Om-
budsman for the MOLEOand
as Deputy Ombudsman for
Visayas in 1992. He was twice
recommended by the Coun-
cil for the vacant position of
Deputy Ombudsman for
Luzon in 1995 and 2003.  In
1999, he also received nomi-
nation for the office of the

Overall Deputy Ombudsman.
Destiny, however, took its
course when he was finally
appointed by the President
to his present position in
January this year, a fitting cli-
max to a sequence of by-
passes.

The new Deputy Om-
budsman came to know
about his appointment
through Ombudsman
Merceditas  N. Gutierrez who,
one day, broke to him the
good news. The news, how-
ever, did not come to him as
a surprise anymore after a
series of several nominations
spanning fifteen years. At
last, the long wait was over.

When he first assumed
office on February 6, 2007, he
immediatelycalled a meeting
to address the huge problem
of backlog in the processing
of clearances for uniformed
personnel. He instituted sev-
eral reforms resulting in a
substantial reduction in the
waiting time for the release
of clearances to the relief of
the applicants.

Former Director
Gonzalez is known to his staff
in the Office of the Deputy
Ombudsman for Luzon for
being strict when it comes to
work and for expecting much
from his subordinates.
Though he possesses a
strong character, he strikes a

DO EMILIO A.GONZALEZ, III AT WORK.  Inset photo
was taken during his high school graduation at San
Beda College.
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ince  of  Compostela Valley,(Region XI); MINERVA T. PABROS, (Chief, Elementary Educa-
tion) Department of Education, Region XI; REY MARCOS R. WAGA, (Chief, RAD), PHIVEDIC
Industrial Estate (Region X); TIMOTHY E. GALVEZ, (Chief, Licensing, Reg. & Enforcement)
Department of Health, Region IX (Region IX); FERDINAND PANCHO, (Chief, Legal Divi-
sion) Civil Service Commission, Region X; JAIME DELOS SANTOS, (Mgt. Audit Analyst II)

AROGA  from page 4

The Office of the Ombudsman, the country’s lead-
ing anti-graft institution, celebrates its 19th anniversary.

Mandated by the 1987 Philippine Constitution to
be “protector of  the people,” our office has continu-
ously performed its sworn duty of  holding public offi-
cials and employees to the high principle of public ac-
countability, with the view to reducing, if not entirely

eliminating, graft in our country.

But the job of the Office of the Ombudsman is not confined only to filing
anti-graft cases against those suspected of involvement in acts of corruption.
An important task is also to protect the people from government ineptitude,
so that government can work to truly serve the people.

Our chosen theme for this year’s anniversary, “Ombudsman: Korupsyon
ay Labanan, Maging Tapat sa Bayan,” clearly demonstrates our strong
commitment to pursue our mandate, and thereby help government become
true to the people’s welfare.

To the men and women of this institution, as we celebrate our 19th anni-
versary, let us all be firmly reminded of the work that still lies ahead of us, and
the constant need to re-invigorate the efforts we have so far place in our tasks.

In not wavering in this determination, and in not losing our focus, we can
take a few more steps toward realizing the reason why the Constitution cre-
ated our office, which is so that corruption can no longer prevent our people
from enjoying prosperity as the fruit of freedom exercised responsibility.

Workshop on the GPRA
By Ma. Rovil L. Caingat

Strengthening the role of the
Resident Ombudsman and the

BAC observer in preventing
Graft Practices in the Process

JOINTLY CONDUCTED BY THE OFFICE OF
the Ombudsman and Procurement Watch In-
corporated (PWI), the "Orientation Workshop
on the Government Procurement Reform Act
(GPRA) and The Feedback Handling Mecha-
nism," was a promising experience. Funded
by the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) through the Asia
Foundation, the two-day seminar/ workshop
had been ably conducted by the members of
PWI last March 15-16, 2007.

The chilly breeze of Tagaytay City wel-
comed us as we settled in the cozy ambience
of Hotel Dominique and greeted new, as well
as, familiar faces of co-participants who were
the Non-Organic Resident Ombudsman
(NROs) of various government agencies -
including DOLE Region 3 Assistant Regional
Director Alvin M. Villamor, Olongapo City
Legal Officer Angelito R. Orozco, and DOLE
- CAR Assistant Regional  Director  Sixto  T,
Rodriguez,  Jr.,  representatives  of  non-gov-
ernment organizations - including Auditor Ng
Bayan, and several members of the Corrup-
tion Prevention Unit (CPU) CRFV led by Pas-
tor Voltaire Acosta.

This workshop was designed to famil-
iarize the Resident Ombudsman and observ-
ers of the Bids and Awards Committee (BAC)
on the provisions of the GPRA and its  Imple-
menting  Rules  and  Regulations,  as  well  as
the  Feedback  and  Complaint Handling
Mechanism.

Our Hon. Deputy Ombudsman Victor C.
Fernandez began Day One with a warm and
inspiring welcome remarks. PWI's Immanuel
A. Magalit, Anthony S. Septimo and Engr.
Cipriano A. Ravanes, Jr., as well as IMPHIL
President Cesar V. Tuazon, illuminated us on
the general provisions of the GPRA and the
rudiments of "Procurement of Goods," "Pro-
curement of Infrastructure Projects," and
"Procurement of Consulting Services."

After their respective lectures, our spir-
ited mock bidding enlivened the workshop.
The participants' varied approaches and de-
cision-making skills in the bidding process
came out of the woodwork.

Day Two was particularly made signifi-
cant by the Bureau of Resident Ombudsman's
Acting Director Rafael G. Hipolito and Atty.
Hilario Favila, who clearly explained the op-
erational guidelines of the Feedback Han-
dling and Complaint Handling Mechanisms,
respectively. An unequivocal delineation was
made when the duties of the BAC Observer
and that of the Resident Ombudsman were
set insofar as the Diagnostic Report is con-
cerned. Emphasis was made on the BAC
Observer's diligent preparation of this Diag-
nostic Report, which shall be the catalyst for
any future BAC-related complaints.

The open forum proved to be a stimulat-
ing exercise. The mundane question-and-an-
swer portion was infused with a lively dis-
cussion on the juxtaposed tasks of a BAC
Observer vis-a-vis the Resident Ombudsman.
Noteworthy is the heated queries posed by
several NROs, who are also BAC members in
their respective agencies, on Section 8 of
Office Order No. 66, Series of 2006 - 'To avoid
conflict of interest situations, the Resident
Ombudsman shall not be allowed to simulta-
neously discharge his/her function as Resi-
dent Ombudsman and as member of the Bids
and Awards Committee and/ or the Technical
Working Group."

On Faith
By Nida Aveno-Gruta

The motive power of humanity

IN THESE UNCERTAIN TIMES WHEN THE
threats of global warming, super storms, ter-
rorists attacks and level IV viral and bacterial
infections are ominous, allow me to talk about
something close to my heart - FAITH.

The teachings of Azrael define faith as
the substance of all for which we hope, and
is the evidence of things not seen by our
mortal eyes. More important to consider is
the fact that faith is the motive power of hu-
manity whether we are aware of it or not. By
faith we regulate our daily lives. If we have
no faith in the future what would we become?
Would we not despair if we had no faith in
friendship, goodness and love? By faith we
strive, we hope, and eventually we achieve.

Through our faith we may know suffer-
ing and even adversity, nevertheless we
cling to a larger hope, and thus we make
preparation for our ultimate unknown future.
Ever more, beloved readers, let faith be our
guiding star, and keep that star bright and
undimmed always.

Let us keep our faith in God, in ourselves,
in others, ever burning bright and clear for
all to see; remembering that faith is a great
engine generating an enormous force and
power within. Faith causes us to feel we can
accomplish everything we set our mind to.
With faith, we sense an inward strength, be-
cause faith is like a rock to which we can
cling, feeling secure and unshaken by any-
thing that may happen.

I believe in the innate goodness of ev-
ery person. And I know there is no need to
focus on my mistakes or on the mistakes of
my neighbor but on the sincerity and effort
we exert to recover from and correct the mis-
takes. Still, I do not depend on another per-
son for my happiness. It is always better to
depend on God who leads me to see happi-
ness everywhere shining like stars in the sky
by night, in the flowing mountain streams, in
the rolling hills, in the bright and fragrant
flowers, and in the still small voice within my
heart.

It is  in simple things that joy and  happi-
ness come.

Although it sometimes appears that
pride, brute force and cruelty prevail, but this
is just temporary. They, who dwell in self-
indulgence and self-will shall soon experi-
ence torments as fruits of their sowings.
Then, God's goodness shall triumph one day,
for the power of Divine justice and righ-
teousness will have the ultimate way.

In spite of all the turmoil in our own im-
mediate world, let us not participate in the
destructive thoughts of those who seek to
divide us. Let us be definitely constructive
in all our thoughts. Always, the forces of
good are strong, so let's try to turn the
thoughts of those we meet into channels of
peace and goodwill. Goodwill to others is
more valuable than all knowledge. It is a trea-
sured prize we have been yearning for all our
lives. If we offer goodwill to everyone and
treat all men as equals, whatever their sta-
tion in life maybe, then peace comes to us as
a natural consequence of goodwill.

Finally, let these lines of a beautiful poem
inspire us to give the best of ourselves.

"There are loyal hearts, there are spir-
its brave, there are souls that are pure and
true; then give to the world the best you
have, and the best will come back to you."

Quoted from Life's Mirror,

a poem by Medeline S. Bridge

Ma. Merceditas N. Gutierrez
                      Ombudsman

Anniversary MessageAnniversary MessageAnniversary MessageAnniversary MessageAnniversary Message
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IN  SUPPORT of the President's Executive Order No.  314, The MORAL RECOVERY OFFIC-
ERS FOUNDATION, INC. (MROFI) initiated an Integrity Circles Workshop for Good Gover-
nance,   a One (1) day seminar workshop to revive the MRP Integrity Circles as Corruption
Prevention Units (CPUs) of the Ombudsman in all branches of government. Held on Decem-
ber 27, 2006 at the Resource Dimension Asia Conference Room,World Trade Development
Institute, Ramon Magsaysay Center, Malate, Manila.

Dr. Antonio Roldan, Jr., an Organizational Development Consultant acted as the Re-
source Speaker while Atty. Leonides David and Ms. Flor Glinoga Chairman and President,
respectively of the Resource Dimensions Asia, Inc. provided administrative support to the
workshop.

The MROFI believes that corruption cannot be prevented alone. It takes a syndicate to
fight a syndicate.  It needs CIRCLES OF INTEGRITY to  fight CIRCLES OF CORRUPTION.

Winning the edge towards
the battle  of Corruption

By Rosalinda G. Abdon

KAYA NATIN ITO !

IN  ORDER  to enhance a deeper understanding of the role  of public servants and the
accountability attached to their position in the government, the Office  of  the  Ombudsman-
Visayas (OMB-Visayas),  doubled  its time  in  giving  Public Accountability Seminar to
barangay and municipal/city officials in the different parts of Cebu province.

The Office of OMB-Visayas was prompted to intensify the propagation of the said
seminar as it has been receiving complaints against barangay officials by the bulk. It is noted
that complaints against barangay officials  range   from  alleged abuse  of  authority  down  to
alleged  irregular conciliation proceedings of the Lupong Tagapamayapa.

Officer-In-Charge- Deputy Ombudsman Virginia Palanca-Santiago hopped to the
different cities, municipalities and barangays in the province of Visayas in order to increase
awareness of  Republic Act 6713, the  Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards for Public
Officials and Employees, and Republic Act 3019 otherwise known as the Anti-Graft and
Corrupt Practices Act.

The barangays that were recently given said seminar were those from Lupulapu City and
from the municipalities of  Consolacion, Liloan,  Compostela,  Bogo, San Remegio, Tagobon,
Borbon, Tabuelan, Asturias, and Cordova.  Ombudsman-Visayas is also giving the same
seminar to different municipalities, cities, and organizations in the whole area of Visayas.

The Public Accountability Seminars were conducted by the OMB-Visayas in
coordination with the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG).

Ombudsman-Visayas Intensifies
Public Accountability Seminar

By Maria Irene L. Pintor
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MORAL   from page 3
Earth Charter Pamathalaan
Dambana ng Bayan - which I
submitted as part of my par-
ticipation in the Earth Char-
ter + 5 Event in Amsterdam
The Netherlands graced by
Her Majesty Queen Beatrix.

Highlighting the March
15, 2007 Malacañang Cer-
emony was the reading by
Assistant Ombudsman
Evelyn A. Baliton of sectors
joining the Moral Recovery
Officers Foundation Inc. in
offering themselves as bear-
ers of grace, instruments of
Divine Intervention for
Transformation and Unity.
This offering by sectors of
themselves will ensure the
needed graces and blessings
to realize the MSACC Memo-
randum of Agreement - as
offered by Assistant Om-
budsman Evelyn A. Baliton
in behalf of Ombudsman Ma.
Merceditas Navarro-
Gutierrez.

Secretary Cerge
Remonde of the Presidential
Management Staff and
Undersecretary Nena Valdes
of the Religious Affairs read
the Thanksgiving Prayer of
President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo to Our Lady of
Fatima for the grace received
to have the sacred soil from
Fatima Portugal marking
Malacañang as Filipino Earth
Charter Pamathalaan
Dambana ng Bayan on the
day Sor Lucia of the Fatima
Apparition and Prophecy

died. The Ceremony ended
with an experience of the
Katipunan Covenant Cave for
the Honor and Holiness of our
Filipino Race through the lead-
ership of President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo repre-
sented by Secretary Remonde,
Undersecretary Valdes,
Undersecretary Mona Valisno,
Assistant Executive Secretary
Moreno, Usec. Charito Eligir,
Assistant Secretary Maria
Lourdes Varona, Director
Marvina Liban, Director
Marianito Dimaandal, Director
Emmanuel Daez, Director Ester
Ceguerra, Director Amiel
Buenaventura and joined by
Aleem Said  A. Basher, Knights
of Rizal Acting Supreme Com-
mander Virgilio Esguerra,
Kababaihang Rizalista presi-
dent Bernardita Lizardo, DENR
Region 4 Chief of  Protected
Area Oliver Viado representing
DENR Regional Director
Eduardo Principe as Chairman
of the Pamitinan Board, Good
Citizenship Movement Hermie
Ceniza and the Moral Recov-
ery Officers Filotea Ledesma,
Rosario Reyes, Menchie
Crisostomo, Linda Abdon, Ma.
Macrina Teaño, Lilia Allera,
Rosario Gulmatico, Guadalupe
Oliveros, Lourdes Estonanto,
Job Diasanta, Ana Marie
Montecastro, Bodjie Palafar,
Jennifer Cadelina and Katheryn
Somera.

The Malacañang Moral
Recovery Offering for the
MSACC of Ombudsman con-

Filipino Earth Charter Pre-
amble and Principles in our
National Language -  "Ang
P a g s a s a p u s o n g
Sambayanang Pilipino sa
Dambana ng Bayan." This
April 3 Pamitinan offering of
the Filipino Earth Charter
Preamble and Principles with
choral groups celebrates the
Anniversary of the signing
into law of the NCCA - in
preparation for the Europe
2007 Rizal and the Katipunan
Pilgrimage Performance Ex-
hibit Workshop for the
People's Earth Charter.

Our Katipunan Pilgrim-
age Covenant Ceremony
ended in the Pamitinan Tour-
ism Building for the Filipino
Earth Charter Pamathalaan
Dambana ng Bayan - where
we offered ourselves to the 4
sacred icons: 1) the Interfaith
Virgin of the Globe Virgin
Most Powerful blessed by
Archbishop Angel
Lagdameo in  lloilo City; 2)
the Ten Commandments Tab-
lets from San Femando City,
La Union - the Province of
Unity consecrated to God the
Father and the Ten Com-
mandments; 3) the Katipunan
Eternal Flame done by Na-
tional Artist Napoleon V.
Abueva for the Katipunan
Covenant Cave and which
was lighted in Malacanang
Garden by President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo on April
22, 2001 Earth Day Celebra-
tion; and 4) the tarpaulin tab-
leau announcing The Philip-
pines Prophetic Future with
St. Therese of the Child
Jesus, Rizal-Blumentritt, and
the People's Earth Charter -
blessed during our Moral
Recovery Pilgrimage Work-
shop in Litomerice City, Czech
Republic - done in collabora-
tion with the Czech Republic
Ambassador Jaroslav Ludva,
Litomerice City Mayor
Ladislav Chlupac, Knights of
Rizal Supreme Commander
Sir Hilario Davide, Jr., and
Knights of Rizal Commander
in Europe Sir Lino Paras.

tinued on Holy Tuesday
April 3, 2007 in the
Pamitinan Protected Area
Landscape of Rodriguez,
Rizal. This time the
Katipunan Pilgrimage Cov-
enant Ceremony I guided
was led by Civil Service
Commissioner Mary Ann
Fernandez Mendoza, As-
sistant Ombudsman Evelyn
A. Baliton, NCCA Commis-
sioner Felipe De Leon, Jr.
DENR, Region 4 Chief
Oliver Viado and joined by
Prosecutor Bienvenida
Gruta, Josephine Mojica,
Montalban Tourism Officer
Jomelyn Abuan represent-
ing Mayor Pedro Cuerpo
and Councilor Aileen
Quien Fernandez,
Pamitinan Board Members
Susy Belen, Oscar Cruz,
Danny Zonio, Vic Tanierla,
Rodolfo Roncesvalles,
Kenneth Santos, NCCA
Marlyn Sanchez, Josie
Maglalang, and Suzanne
Faramil.

Above all, through
NCCA Executive Director
Cecile Guidote Alvarez, the
NCCA Outreach Program
made possible the partici-
pation of 4 choral groups -
the Kasarinlan Voice En-
semble, the Ombudsman
Chorale, the University of
the Philippines Staff Cho-
rale, and the Department of
Interior and Local Govern-
ment Voice Group to en-
hance the offering of the

USAID support s Ombudsman’ s Legal W riting
and Legal Research T raining

FOR EFFECTIVE PRELIMI-
nary Investigation and Ad-
judication of cases, a legal
writing  and  legal  research
training    participated  in  by
Graft Investigation and Pros-
ecution Officers and Associ-
ate Graft Investigation Offic-
ers of the Preliminary Inves-
tigation and Administrative
Adjudication Bureau of the
Preliminary Administrative
Adjudication & Monitoring
Office (PAMO) was con-
ducted by the Office of the
Ombudsman with support
from the United States
Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) at the
University of the Philippines
on December 4-6, 2006 for the
first batch and on January 17-
19, 2007 for the second
batch.

One of the highlights of
the training was the writing

of legal resolution by the par-
ticipants in which the follow-
ing were adjudged as the win-
ners:

First Batch

1st Place - Atty. Lolita Micu-
Bravo -PIAB-B/Dir. Mary Su-
san S. Guillermo; 2nd Place -
Atty. Rachel C. Favila - PIAB-
B/Dir. Mary Susan S. Guillermo;
3rd Place - Atty. Leah T.
Fortuna - PIAB-C/Dir. Aleu C.
Amante

Second Batch

1st Place - Atty. Sylvia A.
Severo - PIAB-D/Dir. Pilarita T.
Lapitan; 2nd Place - Atty.
Lydia A. Maullon - Serfino
PIAB-C/Dir. Aleu C. Amante;
3rd Place - Atty. Marilou B.
Mejica - PIAB-D/Dir. Pilarita T.
Lapitan

First Batch Second Batch

Atty. Leah T. Fortuna Atty. Marilou B. Mejica

Atty. Rachel C. Favila Atty. Lydia A. Maullon-Serfino

Atty. Lolita Micu-Bravo Atty. Sylvia A. Severo

The presentation of the MSACC Memorandum of Agreement to
Secretary Cerge Remonde, representing Her Excellency President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo at the Malacanang Palace.

SARAP MAG TRABAHO
Composed by Gina Cariño-Saturno

Sarap magtrabaho kapag ito’y nasa puso
Maayos na pagganap, sa tungkuli’y nais mo
Laging sipag at tiyaga, sikap at talino
Iyong ginagamit upang lalong umasenso.

Sa paggising sa umaga, ika’y nananalangin
Hiling ang gabay sa Diyos nating matulungin
Magandang kaisipan, sa maghapong gawain
Matapat na serbisyo, nawa’y pagpalain.

Buhay empleyado’y di gawang biro
Kailangan magpasensya sa ‘yong kapwa tao
Dapat maglingkod ng may ngiti sa labi
Upang ang kliyente, ay walang masabi

Lahat ng gawain, sa Diyos natin ialay
Upang makamit, hangad nating tagumpay
Ulirang manggagawa’y may pag-ibig sa bayan
Buhay man ang katumbas mapaglingkuran lamang.

To try and find out the reason for everything is very dangerous
and leads to nothing but disappointment.

- Queen Victoria

The great mass of people will more easily fall victim to a big lie
than to a small one.

- Adolf Hitler

If you're given  a  choice between money  and sex appeal,  take
the money. As you get older, money will become your

sex appeal.
- Katherine Hepbum

Never pick a fight with an ugly person. He's got nothing to lose.
- Robbie Williams

Get your facts first, and then you can distort them as much as you
please.

- Mark Twain

A lawyer with his briefcase can steal more than a hundred men
can with guns.
- Mario Puzo

It is easier to cope with a bad conscience than a bad reputation.
- Freidrich Nietzsche

Do not fear when your enemies criticize you. Beware when they
applaud you

- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Don't pay any attention to critics. Dont even ignore them.
- Samuel Goldwyn

Always be sincere even if you don’t mean it
-Harry S. Truman

Should we all confess to one another, we would laugh together at
our lack of originality.

- Kahlil Gibran

To lead the people, walk behind them.
- Lao Tsu

Don't be humble. You're not that great.
- Golda Meir

Talk to a man about himself and he will listen for hours.
- Benjamin Disraeli

The minority is always right.
- Henrick Ibsen

Always suspect everybody.
- Charles Dickens

In my country we go to prison first and then become President.
- Nelson Mandela

Taken from Quotable Quotes for
Quoters - By: Aubrey Malone

BEWARE OF THESE QUOTES FROM HIGH
PROFILE  PERSONALITIES

By Nida Aveno-Gruta
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ARBITER  from page 1

2007. As per update furnished by
Atty. Violeta O. Bantug, Executive
Labor Arbiter of NLRC-RAB VII,
Chairman Nograles’ Memorandum

stakeholders and to strengthen the
anti-corruption commitments of the
government and non-government
sectors.

The powers and functions of
MSACC include: 1) providing gen-
eral direction for NACPA; 2) pro-
viding a coherent framework for the
consolidation and harmonization of
all  anti-corruption  plans,  projects,
programs  and  initiatives  in  the
country;  and  3) formulating  and
recommending  anti-corruption
policies  for the  convergence and
effective coordination of anti-cor-
ruption programs of stakeholders
to increase efficiency and avoid
gaps and overlaps in their imple-
mentation.

MSACC is the product of the
covenant signed last March 17, 2006
by representatives from govern-
ment, civil society, development
partners, business and the aca-
deme, which aimed to support an
anti-corruption convergence pro-
cess.  The objective of such pro-
cess is to promote the widespread,
continuing and effective participa-
tory consultations of anti-corrup-
tion forces in the country and
abroad and align all anti-corruption
initiatives under one comprehen-
sive strategic framework. On July
17, 2006, a secretariat was created
to provide technical and adminis-
trative support to NACPA and make
preparations for convening the
MSACC.

This was followed by an incep-
tion workshop held last November
27, 2006, wherein representatives
from different stakeholders contrib-
uted their ideas on the composition,
selection, functions and operating
mechanisms of the MSACC and its
technical working committee.

And finally, on February 20,
2007, a pre-conference workshop
was held for the representatives of
different stakeholders to draft the
MOA for the convening of the
MSACC, and propose the principles
and operating guidelines to be fol-
lowed.

In her welcome remarks during
the launch, Ombudsman Gutierrez
dubbed the MSACC as the "big-
gest force that would have come
down against corruption," which
envisions to reduce corruption to
such an extent that it cannot pre-
vent the Filipino people from secur-
ing themselves the blessings of in-
dependence and democracy.

She congratulated all stake-
holders and the secretariat of the
NACPA for successfully conven-
ing the MSACC, even as she re-
minded them that "this is only part
of the beginning" and the next tasks
will be to "formulate and establish
a monitoring and evaluation sys-
tem, as well as to communicate what
NACPA is to the public in order to
gain their involvement and sup-
port."

Ombudsman Gutierrez also ex-
pressed her gratitude for all those
who attended the launch, saying
their presence "shows that we are
willing to work hand-in-hand to-
gether to create for our country and
our children a future full of possi-
bilities, promises, and hope.

MSACC  from page 1 was served upon Barrios, Jr. on 12
February 2007.

The complaint against Barrios,
Jr. concerns his alleged inappropri-
ate handling of the labor cases ini-
tiated by complainant Abella
against his former employer, the
PT&T. Allegedly, Barrios, Jr. unjus-
tifiably prevented the execution of
the decision in the said labor case.
As winning party, Abella was sup-
posed to receive substantial mon-
etary awards.

NURSING  from page 1

age in the 2006 Nursing Licensure
Examinations could have only been
the very persons who prepared and
submitted the examination ques-
tions which have been maliciously
disclosed, that is, herein respon-
dents Anesia Dionisio and Virginia
Madeja."

The panel, chaired by Overall
Deputy Ombudsman Orlando
Casimiro then recommended the fil-
ing of criminal charges against the
two before the Anti-graft court.

In another case, Ombudsman
Ma. Merceditas N. Gutierrez ap-
proved separate recommendations
to file charges of violation of RA
7610 (An Act Providing for Stron-
ger Deterrence and Special Protec-
tion Against Child Abuse, Exploita-
tion and Discrimination) against
Nora V. Peralta, of the Quirino Elem.
School in Quezon City; and Erlinda
A. San Gabriel, of the Sto. Nino Spe-
cial Education (SPED) Center in
Tacloban City.

Records show that in Oct. 2004,
complainant's daughter, Alyyana
Marie P. Reyes, then a Grade II SPEd
student, was assigned as a cleaner,
but while they were still cleaning,
Peralta already started her lecture
such that when respondent gave a
written examination, Reyes failed to
answer most of the questions in the
test. Allegedly for fear of being
pinched at her ears, Reyes cried.
Rhoda, the student's mother, alleged
that "respondent got angry with
Alyyanna's incessant crying that
she ordered some male students to
forcibly carry Alyyana in front of
the classroom, causing the under-
wear of her daughter to be exposed
to class."

One of Alyyana's classmates,
in her statement, also narrated that
she heard respondent say,
"Magpatingin ka sa doctor. Mental
ka, katulad ka rin nina Erin at Jobi."

Complainant stated that be-
cause of the incident, the child re-
fused to go to school and woke up
in the middle of the night scream-
ing.

In the case of  San Gabriel, the
respondent has been accused of
subjecting her Grade 3 student Jack
Daniel Daiz to humiliation, "by tear-
ing his notebook apart and physi-
cally pulling him out of his desk
where he was seated telling him that
he did not deserve to be seated
there".

His mother, Jessica also stated
in her complaint that her son fell on
the ground and that he was kicked
on his legs and stepped on his feet.
She also stated that "he was told
not to attend respondent's class
anymore and that his name is mo-
notonous."

Moreover, the Medico Legal
Report shows "that there was a he-
matoma on the body of Jack and
the Clinical Psychologist for the
Women and Children's Protection
Unit for the Eastern Visayas Re-

gional Medical Center found that
Jack is suffering from post-trau-
matic disorder because of the
physical and verbal abuses in-
flicted by the teacher."

In its Resolution, the Office of
the Ombudsman stated that "Re-
spondent ought to know that she
has no right to commit physical or
verbal abuse towards her pupils.
The parents have endorsed their
children to school for them to gain
wisdom and knowledge, and at the
same time learn the values of re-
spect, courtesy, honesty and righ-
teousness."

Both resolutions recom-
mended the filing of charges for
Violation of RA 7610 against the
respondents.

An P80,000 bail bond was rec-
ommended for each of the
respondent's temporary liberty.

LAMPPOST from page 1

Dindin, Assistnat Regional Director
Marlina Alvizo, Officer-In-Charge
(OIC)-Chief  Maintenance Division
Pureza Fernandez, OIC-Assistant
Chief Maintenance Division
Cresencio Bagolor, Regional Legal
Officer Agustinito Hermoso,
Planning and Design Division Chief
Luis Galang Administrative,
Division Chief Restituto Diano, and
Construction Division Chief
Buenaventura Pajo.

Based on the investigation
conducted by the Office of the
Ombudsman-Visayas “the subject
lighting facilities, as acquired and/
or paid for by the government, were
highly overpriced.”

The OMB investigating panel
arrived at the said conclusion after
comparing the costs of the lamppost
as indicated in the Programs of Work
prepared by Mandaue City and as
reflected in the importation
documents.

Cost per  Importation
Documents: Single Arm Pole-P7,536,
Cost per Mandaue City Program of
Work: Single Arm Pole-72,500;
Double Arm Pole-P8,121.20, Cost per
Mandaue City Program of Work-
P85,500; Triple Arm Pole Lamppost-
P9,523.37, Cost per Mandaue City
Program of Work-P95,000; Apex
Type Lamppost-P6,737.79, Cost Per
Mandaue City Program of Work-
P50,000; Dome Like Lamppost-
P11,750, Cost Per Mandaue City
Program of Work-P50,000.

It said “comparing the costs
above, the cost of each lamppost,
apparently, was expanded to almost
ten (10) times its actual cost.”

It was also discovered that the
Program of  Work prepared by Lapu-
Lapu City are almost the same with
those contained in the Programs of
Work prepared.

The OMB panel also stated that
the DPWH-Region VII which
prepared the Programs of Work for
the procurement and installation of
decorative lampposts for Cebu  City
and other parts of Lapu-Lapu City
pegged the total cost of the
assembly at P50,172. It stated that
based on the importation
documents, the cost would have
amounted to only P6,737.79 per
assembly.

Ombudsman Gutierrez said,
“the glaring difference in the actual
cost and the price quoted by the
said officials as supported by
documents and other evidence
gathered by the OMB investigating
panel constitute strong evidence of
guilt.”

The Anti-Graft Chief directed
the Director of the Department of
Interior and Local Government
(DILG) Reg. VII, Cebu City and the
Secretary of the Department of
Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) to immediately implement
the Order.

The said officials were earlier
charged for violation of RA 3019
(Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices
Act) and Dishonesty/Misconduct
before the Office of  the
Ombudsman-Visayas.

In the said order, Ombudsman
Gutierrez directed the Department of
Budget and Management (DBM)  to
cease and desist from releasing
more than P3M or any amount
relative to the above mentioned
projects to Fabmik Construction and
Equipment Co., and Gampik
Construction and Development,
Inc. and any other company or
person, while the issue of alleged
overpricing of the decorative
lampposts and street lightings is still
under investigation.

The cease and desist Order
was issued after OIC-DO for
Visayas Virginia Santiago informed
the Ombudsman that DBM officials
will soon release the remaining
amount of P3,141,388.37
representing the Retention Money
for the first phase of the project to
the two contractors.

MACDONALD  from page 1

balance with a very compassionate
heart, willing to be of help to oth-
ers.  He explains that his nickname
"Lot' stands for "Lahat ng Oras,
Tumutulong" (help in the way all
the time) which has been his guid-
ing principle through the years.   He
reminds his people especially those
in public assistance to go an "extra
mile" in disposing Request for As-
sistance, explaining that the people
who seek the intervention of the
Office of the Ombudsman "see us
as their last recourse."

As the new Deputy Ombuds-
man, he envisions MOLEO as an
office that is not limited to fighting
corruption but also involved in out-
reach activities, a help in the way
all the time.

LOT from page 4

European Commission to the Phil-
ippines, H.E. Alistair MacDonald
presented his credentials to Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo on
3 January 2007.

   Ambassador MacDonald ar-
rived in Manila and took up his post
on 29 November 2006. He is not a
newcomer, however, but rather a
Balikbayan. He work as a first Coun-
sellor in this Delegation from its
opening in 1990 until 1995 (and was
awarded the Order of Sikatuna, rank
of Lakan, on his departure in 1995).
He had also worked closely with the
Philippines during an earlier post-
ing of the delegation in Bangkok,
from 1985 to 1990, at a time when
that office also covered the Philip-
pines and several other countries
in the region.

“My previous assignment in
the Philippines was one of the most
professionally satisfying experi-
ence of my career to date, and I al-
ways retained the most pleasant
memories of my time here”, said
Ambassador MacDonald. “I never
imagined that I would have the op-
portunity to return, and was abso-
lutely delighted when I learned I
would be posted here again. I very
much look forward to renewing old
acquaintances and friendships, and
to working again to help strengthen
EU-Philippine relations.”

Ambassador MacDonald
joined the European Commission in
1978, and worked initially as Desk
Officer in the Directorate General for
Development (dealing with South
East Asian Countries and ASEAN).
This was followed by postings in
Bangkok (1985-90) and in Manila
(1990-95). Since returning to Brus-
sels in 1995, he held several mana-
gerial positions in the European
Commission’s Directorate General
for External Relations - in the Asia
Directorate, dealing inter-alia with
the ASEM process, then in the East-
ern Europe Directorate and most
recently in the Directorate for Eu-
ropean Neighbourhood Policy Co-
ordination (dealing with EU’s
neighbours to both the East and the
South).

He was born in Scotland in
1949, is a graduate of Glasgow Uni-
versity, and started his professional
career as an academician, teaching
political economy, history and Eu-
ropean Studies at La Trobe Univer-
sity, Melbourne, Australia and at
Loughbrough University in En-
gland.

His wife, Brigitte Marie Revol,
is French, and they have two adult
children, Eve and Gregor.

Province Of  Compostela Valley;
FRECELYN P. MEJIA-HAW, (City
Legal Officer) City of Tacurong,
Province of Sultan Kudarat;
NINIELITA CHUA, (Chief, Admin
Division) Dept. of Environment and
Natural Resources, Region XIII ;
SULTAN RASCAL Z. ARIMAO,
(Municipal Budget Officer)
Balabagan, Lanao del Sur, ARMM.

In his impromptu acceptance
speech after the induction with
Atty. Rafael G. Hipolito, administer-
ing the oath, the newly elected
President emphasized that immedi-
ate processing of SEC Registration
was his paramount task so that by
next year's congress, with AROGA
XI possibly hosting, the associa-
tion will already acquire its legal ex-
istence. He also stressed that an up-
dated registry of addresses and
contact numbers of all RO per re-

AROGA  from page 5

visitors.  On the same afternoon,
Abas was summoned by their Of-
ficer-in-Charge Rudy Valdez to talk
about the incident when Saquin
suddenly entered the room and
slapped him, hitting his eyes.
The slap was delivered with such
strength that Abas almost lost con-
sciousness, prompting him to file
charges of slander against Saquin.

The Ombudsman ruled that
Saquin may be held liable for Slan-
der by Deed, a "crime against honor
which is committed by performing
any act which casts dishonor, dis-
credit, or contempt upon another
person."

In its resolution, the Ombuds-
man said that Saquin's "act of slap-
ping the complainant in front of the
Officer-In-Charge, Rudy Valdez,
while the former was relating the
incident to the latter, constitutes
slander by deed.  Such act of slap-
ping casts dishonor, discredit or
contempt upon the complainant."

MINDANAO from page 2

NEXT PAGE C/4
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CITIZEN TRUTH VERIFIER
Academy, Inc. (CTVAI), the
training school of the Truth Veri-
fier Systems, Inc., one of the
leading detective agencies in the
country,  is  the  latest addition
to  the  non-partisan  Non-gov-
ernmental Organizations
(NGOs) accredited by the Of-
fice of the Ombudsman as Cor-
ruption Prevention Units (CPUs)
in the National Capital Region
(NCR). To equip them with the
necessary knowledge on how to
become an effective partner of
the Office, the Community Co-

Orientation Seminar Conducted for Detective Agency
By Eva Rafael-Collado

Ombudsman-IloIlo Caravan of services 2007 launched
By Ma. Sonnette S. Daquita

THE OMBUDSMAN VISAYAS
Regional Office-IloIlo, in its efforts
to bring the Office of the Ombuds-
man down to the people, launched
the IloIlo Caravan Service 2007 on
February 27, 2007 at the Miag-ao
Cultural Hall, Miag-ao, Iloilo.

Local newspapers and televi-
sion stations were tapped to an-
nounce the said event. Respond-
ing to the request were The Guard-
ian who gave ample space in their
February 21, 2007 issue and The
News Today courtesy of Mr.
Rodolfo Gumabong’s article. The
SKY Cable granted air time to give
way to public service announce-
ment from February 21, 2007 to Feb-
ruary 26, 2007.

Nony Basco of ABS-CBN pro-
vided television coverage of the
event.

No less than Officer-In-
Charge-Deputy Ombudsman for
Visayas Virginia Palanca-Santiago
with Ms. Irene Pintor, came to grace
the launching of the Caravan of
Services 2007. The event was at-
tended by more or less two hun-
dred participants from the Munici-
palities of Miag-ao, Tigbauan and
Gumabal, Iloilo.

Mr. Rodolfo P. Gumabong, Rev.
Ed Fernandez, Rev. Ciriaco
Ganohore and Rev. Johnny Yasa of
the Corruption Prevention Unit
gave their overwhelming support
and accompanied the employees
and staff of the Ombudsman-
Visayas Regional Office-Iloilo.

Mr. Theodore P. Banderado,
AGIO I led the invocation to start
the program. The host municipal-
ity, Miag-ao, Iloilo through its Mu-
nicipal Mayor, the Hon. Gerardo N.

Flores warmly welcomed the partici-
pants coming from the First District
of Iloilo. Vice-Mayor Agaton
Tomabotabo of Tigbauan, Iloilo rep-
resented by the Municipal Mayor
Myrna Torres as  guest speaker.  He
was introduced by Hon. Virginia P.
Santiago. Hon. Oscar S. Garin, Jr. of
the Municipality of Guimbal, Iloilo
gave the closing remarks and com-
mended the Office of the Ombuds-
man for the honorable aspirations
of the Caravan of Services 2007. Ms.
Evangeline G. Nunal and Atty. Ma.
Sonnette S. Daquita aided the
smooth flow of the programme as
emcees.

Several questions were raised
during the open forum after the con-
duct of the well-applauded Public
Accountability Seminar. Most of
these questions focused on gov-
ernment procurement and bidding
procedures, nepotism, use of gov-
ernment vehicles, practice of private
profession of a public official, etc.

Ombudsman Primers, Commis-
sion on Audit circulars, memoranda
and other laws pertinent to the
proper use of government vehicles
were distributed during the conduct
of the seminar.

Honorable Santiago personally
handed out Certificates of Appre-
ciation to the Municipal Mayors of
Guimbal: Miag-ao and Tigbauan,
Iloilo  for their inspiring support of
the Caravan of Services 2007.

Certificates of Participation
were to be distributed to the partici-
pants by their respective coordina-
tors, Mr. Joaquin Tesoro (Miag-ao),
Ms. Fe Camina (Tigbauan) and Mr.
Soternino Ngipen (Guimbal).

Ombudsman-Iloilo employees

namely: Atty. Ma. Sonnette S.
Daquita, Evangeline G. Nunal,
Theodore P. Banderado, Engr.
Fernando R. Bauzon, Jr. and Andrea
A. Gallega were also present to as-
sist and participate in the said ac-
tivity.

The budget allocation for the
said Caravan of Services 2007 is well
accounted and evidenced by offi-
cial receipts, trip tickets and RERs.
Hereunder is the breakdown of ex-
penses incurred:

Car rental (ZTS Car Rental)-
P1,600.00; Paper for certificates-
P433.00; Inc (colored)-P665.0; Inc
(black)-P345.00; Snacks for orga-
nizers-P697.00; T-shirts-P820.00;
Printing for T-shirts-P500.00; Tar-
paulin-P1,080.00; Documentation-
P500.00; Miscellaneous-P360.00.

With the commitment of the
Office of the Ombudsman to public
service and the success of the first
Caravan of Services 2007, it is most
highly recommended that other key
cities and municipalities of the
Western Visayas Region be given
the opportunity to experience and
participate in such a laudable pro-
gram

The Launching of the Om-
budsman-Iloilo Caravan of  Ser-
vices 2007 marks the beginning of
a series of outreach programs of the
Ombudsman-Visayas Regional Of-
fice-Iloilo. We are truly grateful to
the Honorable Ombudsman Ma.
Merceditas N. Gutierrez, OIC-
Deputy Ombudsman for the
Visayas Virginia Palanca-Santiago
and the Office of the Deputy Om-
budsman for the Visayas employ-
ees, especially the Accounting and
Administrative Staff for their guid-
ance and support.

ordination Bureau conducted an
Orientation Seminar for their 40
officers and members last Feb-
ruary 23, 2007 at the CCB Train-
ing Room. The Seminar was for-
mally opened with the inspira-
tional message of PACPO Act-
ing Assistant Ombudsman Evelyn
A. Baliton followed by the lec-
tures of GIO Josephine D.
Mojica on the functions and du-
ties of a CPU; Atty. Rhodora N.
Fenix-Galicia on the Ombuds-
man Powers and Functions, and
GIO Lourdes P. Salazar on how
to handle Request for Assis-

tance.  The  activity was ended
by the closing remarks of
MOLEO Deputy Ombudsman
Emilio A. Gonzalez, III.

Aside from CTVAI, as of
this date, the following are the
other accredited CPUs in the
NCR: Samahang Grupong
Bantay Mamamayan, Inc.
(SGBMI); Moral Recovery Of-
ficers Foundation, Inc.
(MROFI); Auditor ng Bayan
Group, Inc. (ABGI); and Move-
ment for Moral Values in the
Philippines (MOVE-MVP).

ANNIVERSARY  from page 4

Atty . Rhodora Fenix-Galicia discusses the Ombudsman Powers and Functions during the Ori-
entation Seminar for the officers and members of the CTV AI-CPU held on February 23, 2007 at
the CCB training room.

lar television and movie celebrities
will also provide entertainment for
the officials and employees of the
Office from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Executive Committee for
this year’s anniversary is chaired
by the Honorable Overall Deputy
Ombudsman Orlando C. Casimiro,
with members, Deputy Ombudsman
for Luzon Victor C. Fernandez, Spe-
cial Prosecutor Dennis M. Villa-
Ignacio, Deputy Ombudsman for
MOLEO Emilio A. Gonzalez, III, As-
sistant Ombudsman Mark E.
Jalandoni, Acting Assistant Om-
budsman Evelyn A. Baliton, Assis-
tant Ombudsman Dina Joy C. Teñala
and OMBEA President Nolasco

Ducay.
The Chairmen of the different

Committees are the following: Asst.
Ombudsman Mark E. Jalandoni for
the Program; Deputy Ombudsman
Emilio A. Gonzalez, III for the Enter-
tainment; Director Rudiger G. Falcis
II for the Physical Arrangement and
Stage Decoration; Acting Director
Eulogio S. Cecilio for the Food;
Deputy Special Prosecutor Robert
Kallos and OMBEA President
Nolasco Ducay for the Sports; Di-
rector Rhodora Medel for the Mass;
Mr. Ricardo A. Sullano for the Se-
curity; and Mr. Christopher B. Lim
for Finance.

HONOR  from page 3

ing prosecuted by the government
in which he has personal knowl-
edge; 2. -By way of restitution, ac-
cused Charlie will return the amount
of P25 MILLION or its equivalent
value, he personally took and en-
joyed from the amount of
P130,000,000.00 he conspired with
accused Joseph Estrada to divert
under second specification/predi-
cate charge in the Amended infor-
mation dated April 18, 2001, for Plun-
der. 3.         Accused Charlie warrants
that he understands all the particu-
lars of the Plea Bargaining Agree-
ment  as well as the consequences
of his non-fulfillment of any of its
conditions while his admissions re-
main as evidence against him.

Finally, the Court resolved that
the Plea Bargaining Agreement

binds only the parties thereto, mean-
ing the prosecution and accused
Charlie. The Resolution states:
"Any admission  of the accused
therein is admissible only against
him and should properly involve
only the allegations in the informa-
tion that pertain to him or the ele-
ments of the offense of which ac-
cused pleads guilty to, and not all
the elements of the offense charged
in the information or the indict-
ment."

Really, it takes courage to ad-
mit and correct mistakes because it
needs  extraordinary strength  of
character to  climb  back to the   right
track.  To  most  people,  admission
of guilt  is  simply  a  painful experi-
ence. As for me, it is a way to reclaim
peace with honor within the soul.

gion must also be made for easy
and prompt dissemination of infor-
mation which is essential in making
the association cohesive and
united.

Meanwhile, as the SEC Regis-
tration of AROGA-Mindanao is
underway, a Strategic Planning
Workshop of all AROGA Mindanao
Officers is slated sometime on the
last week of May or first week of
June this year in Davao City.

Congratulations to
our new Lawyers!

ATTY. LIWAYWAY  B.
SUMAGAYSAY

Field Investigation Office
and

ATTY. VIC  BYRON  T.
FERNANDEZ

Office of the Overall Deputy
Ombudsman

the morning. Around 300 constitu-
ents lined-up. The big number
proved that many people in the
mountain barangays need medical
help. The barangay health workers
conducted the medical evaluation,
i.e. taking of the personal data,
weighing and taking of the tempera-
ture, respiratory rate, heart rate and
blood pressure. The venue was a
very good site. The weather was
cool and the people were attended
to immediately. Their conditions
looked into by the doctors and the
available medications were given
free.

The personnel of the Office of
the Ombudsman was the one in
charge of giving-out the prescribed
medications. The following are the
medicines that were requested from
the Department of Health and the
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Of-
fice, namely: Amoxicillin 250 mg/5
ml.  suspension;  Amoxicillin 500 mg
capsule; 3. Amoxicillin Drops; 4.
Carbocisteine Syrup 100 mg/5 ml;
Cefalexin 500 mg. capsule;  Cloxacil-
lin 125 mg. suspension;
Cotrimoxazole 400 mg. tab;
Contrimoxazole susp. 200 mg/40 mg.
per 5 ml.;  Ibuprofen 200 mg. tab;
Mefenamic Acid 250 mg. tab.; Mul-

tivitamins per 5 ml. syrup for chil-
dren; Oresol; Paracetamol 125 mg.
syrup; Paracetamol 250 mg/5 ml
syrup; Paracetamol drops;
Paracetamol 500 mg. tab.;
Salbutamol 2 mg. tab.; Salbutamol
2 mg. Syrup/5 ml; Mebendazole
Tab.; Phenylpropanolamine Syrup.

Additional vitamins and medi-
cines brought by the DOH person-
nel were also given out, namely:
Ferrous Sulfate tablets and Lagundi
tablets.

The Office of the Ombudsman
for the Visayas also took charged
of the whole operation including
the serving of snacks and lunch to
the eight medical staff and  sixteen
barangay health workers.

The event ended at around
3:30 p.m. with some medicines left
which were divided equally among
the barangays and properly re-
ceived through their respective
Barangay Health Workers.

To date, the Office has a pend-
ing request from the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan of Cebu  to include
the 47 municipalities of the Cebu
Province in the future medical
missions.

MISSION  from page 3
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