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Poverty is the denial of opportunities
and choices to lead a long, healthy,
creative life, and to enjoy a decent

standard of living, freedom, dignity,
self-esteem, and respect of others.”

United Nations
Development Program
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Poverty remainsthe most
important developmental
problem of the country today.
Inthe mid-1990s, the
Philippines made significant
stridesinreducing poverty
incidence from39% in 1991 o
J36% in 1994, thanks to fastand
sustained econamic growth.

The combined effects of
the Asian financial crisis and
the economic slewdown

during the previous administration have reversed the
dains made and has led to paverty incidence shooting
up to #0%. The so-called EDSA Il uprising last May




defined is knowing how these definitions can help us
design poverty reduction programs for our LGUs.

Ourunderstanding of poveriy has drown over the
years. In the 1960s, poverty was measured interms of
level of income using macro-economic indicators like
GNP perhead. Poverty during this time wastied to
the notion of growth — orthe lack of it - in the
national economy.

In the 1970s, poverty assumed greaterimportance
in development debales. Poverty was now related to
the need to redistribute wealth. The concept of
relative deprivation gained more praminence.
Relative deprivafion was understood as more than
just the inability to meet minimum nutrition or
subsistence levels butasthe chronicinability to meet
the standards prevailing in a particular society.

Moreover, the traditional definition of poverty as
an income measure was broadened to include the
“basic needs” concept. The concept covered naot

only those needs that were
Paverly is the chronic | Provided by househelds or
inability to meet basic individuals but also those

GasdE that were socially provided
~ likeeducation and health.
The introduction of the basic needs concepi
redefined poverty to cover not just the shortage of
income but the lack of access to health, education,
and other social services,

The 19805 added new, non-monetary, qualitative
dimensionste the poverty.

Robert Chambers’ work led te the understanding
of paverty as powerlessness and isolation, therehy
introducing the need for participation of the poorin
political and economic processes,

Interestinvulnerabilily and its opposite, security,
grew, as more researchers understood how

seasonality affected the economic activities of the
poor; how shocks like drought, typhoons, floods, and
wars affecttheir way of life; and more impartantly,
how the poor used assets to prolect themselves orto




cope with these shocks. Studies were made onthe
differenttypesof poor households, different types of
assels (social, physical, financial, human, household)
and the waysthese assets were accumulated,
replenished, or depleted as the poorunderwent
Crises.

Poverty was closely linked to livelihoed, giving
rise to the notion of sustainable livelihoods for the
paor.

Finally, increasing studies on gender during this
decade revealed how poverty exerted its impact on
different members of the household. Initially, gender
studies focused on women alone (the Wamen in
Development (WID) framework) but expanded to
include relations between menand women or Gender
and Development (GAD).

The 1990ssaw further refinement in the definition
of poverty. Poverty was
attached tothe concept of . :?rh’::':::nzxzzpmn
well-beingd, and more are impartant.
importance was diven to how
the poor viewed their situation. Thus, the decade saw
the increasing numberof poverty self-rating surveys
being done.

In the developed countries of the world, the
notion of sacial exclusion was introduced to capture
not only the reality of multiple deprivation but also
the process of how it occurred.,

Finally, within this decade, the UNDP formulated
its Human Development Index, initially starting with
indicators like literacy, infant and maternal mortality
rates, and income.




